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(NAPSA)—Experts say river
cruising is making waves in the
travel industry for a number of
reasons.
One is the intimate travel ex-

perience it offers. River cruise
ships typically host no more than
200 people, affording travelers the
attention many desire on vacation.
Choice is another factor. Trav-

elers have hundreds of rivers to
choose from, such as the Danube,
Rhine, Moselle, Yangtze and Nile.
Smaller ships also allow for

easy access to off-the-beaten-path
destinations, as well as major
cities, giving cruisers the opportu-
nity to experience the heart and
history of a country.
Port proximity is also a benefit

of river cruising, advises Patrick
Clark, managing director of
Avalon Waterways. Said Clark,
“Each time cruisers disembark
from their ship, they are in a new
location, often within walking dis-
tance of the village square or city
center, giving them time to
explore on their own or as part of
a small tour group while immers-
ing in a culture.”
If river cruising is what floats

your boat, here are some tips to
help you choose the cruise that’s
right for you. They’re from award-
winning cruise operator Avalon
Waterways.
• Know where you want to

go. It’s easy to get overwhelmed
with hundreds of options around
the world. Choose the region or
country you’re most interested in
exploring and plan from there.
• Experience counts. When

making your selection, choose
a company that comes highly
recommended.
• Research the ship. You’re

going to be onboard for a consider-
able amount of time, so make sure
the ship is new or has the modern

amenities you desire, including
state-of-the-art technology. Some
small-ship operators provide vir-
tual tours, complete with 360-
degree views of their ships.
• The size of your state-

room—and its windows—mat-
ters. Look for ships with full-size
windows and French balconies,
because floating by beautiful land-
scapes is part of the river cruise
appeal.
• Consider a theme cruise.

Are you a foodie or passionate
about music? Some river cruise
operators offer food and wine-
themed itineraries, music-focused
cruises and more.
• Mind your money. Rep-

utable small-ship cruise lines
offer travelers all-inclusive vaca-
tion packages that include
everything from accommodations
and land excursions to compli-
mentary onboard entertainment
and wine, beer and soft drinks
with dinner. You should know
what your vacation costs before
you go.
For more information, visit

www.avalonwaterways.com or call
(877) 380-1535.

Selecting The Right River Cruise

River cruise ships typically host
no more than 200 people, afford-
ing travelers the attention many
desire on vacation.

(NAPSA)—According to the
American Homeowners Association
(AHA), recent declines in home
values make it up to 60 percent
likely that your property taxes—
like those of many homeowners
across the country—are too high.
Fortunately, there are ways to find
out if you are being overcharged
and steps you can take to get your
property taxes lowered.
The problem stems from the

fact that property values have
fallen unevenly across neighbor-
hoods, towns and regions. As a
result, you may be receiving an
unfairly high assessment com-
pared to other homes in your area.

Reducing Taxes
To make sure you’re paying the

right amount, start by checking
the accuracy of the details about
your home used in your tax assess-
ment. Even if you don’t find errors
in your own personal assessment,
it’s possible your entire neighbor-
hood has been overassessed.
“Recent fluctuations in prop-

erty values, and local and state
revenue deficits, have combined to
make overassessments more com-
mon,” says Richard Roll, president
of the American Homeowners
Association.
“Depending on your municipal-

ity, you might also be eligible for
property-tax exemptions, which
range from senior citizen and
active-duty military exemptions to
one for those who own livestock.”
In addition, many errors were

made when data was transferred
by hand from paper records to
computer databases. Get your
detailed property tax assessment
record online or from your asses-
sor’s office, so you can determine
if your property’s size and descrip-
tion are accurate.
If errors have made your

assessment higher than it should
be, try working informally with
the assessor rather than going
through a formal appeal process.

Assessment Kit
AHA offers a step-by-step

Property Tax Reduction Kit that
is recommended by CNN and
Money and SmartMoney maga-
zines. The 86-page kit shows how
the system works and how to
make it work fairly for you. You
could uncover annual savings of
hundreds of dollars or more by
finding out:
• how property is assessed,

and the built-in potential for
errors;
• how to determine whether

your assessment is correct;
• how the appeals process

works and what’s involved.
AHAMembership

Membership in the American
Homeowners Association provides
a number of useful and money-
saving benefits. In addition to a
free copy of the Property Tax
Reduction Kit, members receive
free legal and CPA tax consulta-
tions; prescreened referrals for
contractors, repair services, mo-
vers, home loans, and real estate
professionals; $200 in free ship-
ping on online purchases; thou-
sands of dollars in grocery cou-
pons; extensive discounts on
travel, restaurants, auto services,
retail stores; and savings on home
and auto insurance, flowers, gifts,
eyeglasses and prescriptions.
To learn more, visit

www.homeownertaxcut.com.

Property Taxes Too High? What You Can Do

To make sure you aren’t overpay-
ing your property taxes, the first
step is to be sure your home has
been assessed properly.

(NAPSA)—Outdoor grilling is a
favorite pastime that doesn’t have
to break the bank.
In fact, grilling can be an eco-

nomical way to feed your family
nutritious meals and host your
favorite summer parties.
In addition to offering great

prices and selections on grilling
essentials, SuperTarget offers
these wallet-friendly tips for
entertaining this summer.
• Grill up a boneless sir-

loin steak and then cut into
slices to create fresh fajitas.
• Use ground meat to make

gourmet sliders as an alternative
to making burgers.
• Cube grilled steak and

add to a fresh salad with sea-
sonal vegetables.
Don’t forget that premium

meats don’t necessarily mean pre-
mium prices. Do your homework
to find out where you can get the
best deals on grilling meats.
For example, SuperTarget’s

exclusive Sutton & Dodge brand
offers steakhouse-quality, USDA
Choice Angus Beef such as T-bone
steak, rib-eye steak and loin strip
steak.
As a main dish, side or salad,

seasonal produce tastes great on
the grill or alongside grilled
meats. For instance:
• Create out-of-this-world

shish kebabs with fresh-grilled
peppers, onions and tomatoes
paired with your favorite meat.
• Cook up seasonal vegeta-

bles such as summer squash, zuc-
chini and eggplant on a grilling
tray for a warm twist to the tradi-
tional salad.
• Go organic for less. Super-

Target is a certified organic pro-

duce retailer, offering low prices
on a variety of organic produce.
A hot trend in grilling right now

is using a variety of rubs and spices.
Whether it’s preparing meat before
grilling or serving cooked meat with
a delicious sauce, it’s easy to invent
something new every time.
Below are some tips to help add

a little zing to meats:
• Spice up fajitas by using

grilled chicken that has been mar-
inated in fajita sauce.
• Add distinction to the

meal by serving cooked steak
with a flavorful steak sauce.
• Enhance the flavor of beef

by starting off with a delicious
grill rub before barbecuing.
Purchase premade sauces and

spices to ease cooking prep times.
Make your grilled meals do

double-duty. Save time and money
by getting creative with leftovers.
• Grill extra food at the

beginning of the week to prepare
for the days ahead.
• Bringing in a homemade

lunch not only saves money but is
generally healthier for you.
For weekly specials and online

coupons, visit Target.com/grocery.

Budget-Friendly Tips For Outdoor Entertaining

Grilling is a great, inexpensive
way to entertain your family and
friends this season.

(NAPSA)—You can learn to
avoid some common mistakes that
may prevent even the most quali-
fied individuals from landing their
dream job.
“Job seekers often mass-apply

to positions without any strategic
plan or direction,” offers Betsy
Balachandran, a career specialist
at American InterContinental
University’s online campus.
“Oftentimes, they don’t take
advantage of personal networks.
People are frequently too shy to
ask for help. In reality, friends,
families and former co-workers
are usually eager to help.”
What common job-hunting

gaffes should new graduates
avoid? How can seasoned profes-
sionals stand out against all their
peers? From the Career Services
advisers at AIU’s online campus,
here is a list of the top 10 things
to consider when searching for a
job:
1. Make sure your résumé

points you in the right direc-
tion: Customize your résumé and
cover letter for each position—it’s
one of the most important things
you can do to stand out. Keep your
résumé to one page unless you
have many years of experience.
Use the cover letter to elaborate
on your experiences.
2. Plan your next career

move: Try not to jump into a dif-
ferent job because you dislike your
boss or commute. If you don’t con-
sider how your next career move
fits into your overall career path,
you may soon be in the same boat
again. If forced to get a new job,
take a step back and be strategic.
Your instinct might be to mass-
apply, but it’s unlikely you’ll land
more interviews.

3. Don’t underestimate the
cover letter: It can give a great
first impression and offers the
chance to provide additional
details on your work experience.
4. Attend interviews, even

if you don’t think it’s your
“dream job”: You might learn
that you’re more interested in the
position than you first thought—
and it never hurts to practice.
5. Follow up courteously:

Show your interest in the com-
pany and express your desire for
an opportunity to interview. But
don’t become a pest.
6. Stay knowledgeable in

your field: Keeping up with
industry news and trends will
give you something to talk about
in a job interview and show your
dedication and interest.
7. Your networks can be

your lifeline: Mention to anyone
and everyone possible that you
are looking for a job. They may be
able to offer advice and job
prospects.
8. Don’t be too exclusive:

When searching online, review all
jobs in your area. Don’t filter by
key-words as you may eliminate
jobs that are actually interesting,
and it gives you an opportunity to
learn about companies and contact
them for other possible opportunities.
9. Be realistic: Especially in

this economy, be realistic about
your expectations for salary, pro-
motional opportunities and so on.
10. First impressions are

everything: Always be profes-
sional—from dressing the part to
speaking to reception when you
call a company.
In today’s competitive job mar-

ket, it may pay to follow this
advice.

When Looking For A New Job,
Consider 10 Things

OF JOBS

(NAPSA)—Underestimating
your risk for heart disease can
have serious consequences. That’s
why women should bring up the
topic with their doctor. For a list
of questions a woman should ask
her doctor about her heart health,
visit www.hearttruth.gov.

**  **  **
For years, people have turned

to the “Medicare & You” Handbook
from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services as a
source of Medicare information.
Now you can receive future copies
of the publication electronically—
as an “eHandbook.” Visit www.My
 Medicare.gov for information.

**  **  **
Access America, a leading

travel insurance provider, recom-
mends that travelers choose an
insurance plan that not only pro-
tects their health and safety, but
also offers coverage for unfore-
seen circumstances such as the
loss of a job. For more informa-
tion, talk to a travel agent or visit
www.accessamerica.com.

**  **  **
A simple combination of water

and vinegar makes a great house-
hold cleaning solution, for pennies
per use. View other green home
improvement tips by Kahi Lee,
interior designer for HGTV’s
“Design on a Dime” show, at
www.scottnaturals.com.

***
Nothing is more completely the
child of art than a garden.

—Sir Walter Scott
***

***
In spite of the cost of living, it’s
still popular.

—Laurence J. Peter
***

***
Nothing is worth more than this
day.

—Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe

***

***
He hits from both sides of the
plate. He’s amphibious. 

—Yogi Berra  
***

***
How can you think and hit at
the same time? 

—Yogi Berra  
***




