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(NAPSA) — Operating a motor-
cycle takes different skills than
driving a car, but the laws of the
road apply to every driver just the
same.

A combination of consistent edu-
cation, regard for traffic laws and
basic common sense can go a long
way in helping reduce the amount
of accidental motorcycle fatalities.

For instance, something as
simple as wearing a helmet with
protective eyewear could drasti-
cally reduce your chances of being
seriously hurt in a crash. In fact, a
motorcycle rider not wearing a
helmet is five times more likely to
sustain a critical head injury.

Try these additional tips from
GEICO. They could keep you on
the road to safety.

On The Bike
• Wear appropriate gear —

Leather clothing, boots with non-
skid soles and gloves can protect
your body from severe injuries.
Consider attaching reflective tape
to your clothing to make it easier
for other drivers to see you.

• Follow traffic rules — Obey
the speed limit and be aware of
local traffic laws and rules of the
road.

• Ride defensively — Nearly
two-thirds of all motorcycle acci-
dents are caused by a driver vio-
lating a rider’s right of way.

Always ride with your head-
lights on; stay out of a driver’s
blind spot; signal well in advance
of a turn and watch for turning
vehicles.

• Keep your skills honed —
Complete a formal riding educa-
tion program, get licensed and
take riding courses from time to
time to stay sharp.

• Be smart — Alcohol, fatigue
and drowsiness can impair your
ability to react, so never drink
and drive and be sure that you

are well rested when you hit the
road.

Before You Ride
Keeping your motorcycle fit for

the road is just as important as
practicing safe riding. Always
check the following before riding:

• Tires — Check for cracks or
bulges or signs of wear in the
treads. Low tire pressure or
defects could cause a blowout.

• Leakage — Look for signs of
oil or gas leaks.

• Headlight, taillight and sig-
nals — Make sure that all lights
are functioning.

• Fluids — Check hydraulic
and coolant levels weekly.

• Clutch and throttle — Make
sure they are working smoothly.

• Mirrors — Clean and adjust
all mirrors.

• Brakes — Each brake should
feel firm and hold the motorcycle
still when fully applied.

• Horn — Test the horn. 
For more information, visit

http://geico.com/information/motor
cyclesafety/.

Stay On The Road To Motorcycle Safety

Following a few tips can help
keep motorcyclists safe.

(NAPSA)—Sometimes it’s eas-
ier to reach the top of a profession
when you have someone to look up
to—and many of today’s teens
have just that.

A recent poll of U.S. teens
reveals that nearly two-thirds
have a role model—someone they
look up to or want to be like.
Forty-two percent of teens said the
most important attribute in a role
model is that the person “tries to
positively impact society through
his or her business practices.”

Finding Mentors
The poll was sponsored by JA

Worldwide (Junior Achievement),
a nonprofit that works to build job
and life skills in teens, to help
prepare them for the 21st century
job market. The organization’s Job
Shadow program matches hun-
dreds of businesspeople with mid-
dle- and high-school students for a
day at the office. Kids get an up-
close look at the world of work
and a personal lesson in the ways
of the workplace.

The program’s national sponsor,
Best Buy Children’s Foundation,
provides program support and
funding for Job Shadow events in
Best Buy stores.

Closing The Gap
According to employers, a major-

ity of today’s teens are ill equipped
to succeed at work because they
lack necessary social and work-
place skills. Sean C. Rush, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
JA Worldwide, says Junior Achieve-
ment plays an important role in
closing that talent gap. 

“We partner with businesses
and educators to create programs

that help kids learn work-readiness
skills that are necessary for the
21st century workplace,” he says.

Making A Difference
Another high school program,

JA Success Skills®, teaches 21st
century skills such as decision
making, conflict resolution and
problem solving. JA develops the
curriculum and provides volun-
teers from the community to teach
its programs and serve as class-
room role models.

Junior Achievement is the
world’s largest organization dedi-
cated to educating young people
about work readiness, entrepre-
neurship and financial literacy. It
offers programs to help students
in grades K-12 understand the
business of life and prepare them
for the world of work.

Sponsoring both JA initiatives
is the Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention,
Office of Justice Programs, U.S.
Department of Justice.

For more information, visit
www.ja.org.

Matching Teens With Success

Nearly two-thirds of teens say
they have a mentor or role model.

(NAPSA)—Close-knit relation-
ships with students, faculty and
administrators; small class size;
and greater academic freedom—
these are some of the reasons
teachers say they enjoy teaching
at independent private schools. 

Independent private schools
are supported primarily by tu -
itions, charitable giving and en -
dowment income, rather than by
tax or church funds. 

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Independent Schools
(NAIS), its members range from
very small schools with fewer
than 100 students to fairly large
schools (a few with more than
3,000 students), with an average
enrollment in NAIS-member
schools of 479 students and a
median enrollment of 378 in 2007-
2008. 

Independent schools boast
well-balanced faculties with an
even distribution of experience—
from recent college graduates to
very experienced master teachers. 

At the elementary level, inde-
pendent schools seek teachers
with solid grounding in early
childhood education. Those teach-
ing middle school are expected to
understand the developmental
issues critical to this age group. 

At the secondary level, there is
a strong preference for teachers
with undergraduate and graduate
degrees in the liberal arts and sci-
ences and for teachers who have
demonstrated academic achieve-
ment by succeeding at colleges
with competitive admissions stan-
dards. These teachers are recog-

nized as specialists in their major
fields. Independent schools also
value the professional work expe-
rience offered by candidates turn-
ing to teaching as a second career. 

Independent school teachers
are often responsible for counsel-
ing students, coaching athletics
and/or advising extracurricular
groups, in addition to planning
lessons, grading papers and serv-
ing on school committees. In
boarding schools, faculty members
often live in dormitories as dorm
parents. 

State certification is not usu-
ally required of independent
school teachers. Independent
schools welcome applications from
recent college graduates (at both
the bachelor’s and graduate lev-
els), experienced teachers (from
independent schools, public
schools and colleges) and people
changing careers. 

For more information, visit
www.nais.org/career. 

Private School Teachers Are Making The Grade

Independent private schools are
supported primarily by tuitions,
charitable giving and endowment
income. 

(NAPSA)—“We’ve seen the dev-
astating impact that Alzheimer’s
can have,” says Scott Perry, who
serves on the board of directors of
an Alzheimer’s Association chapter.
He’s also president of Bankers Life
and Casualty, which supports the
Association. For more information,
visit www.bankers.com.

**  **  **
Doctors urge parents to be

prepared for burns by keeping a
product like Burn-Jel Plus on
hand. The water-based gel helps
prevent scarring and infection
and fights pain. You can find it at
CVS, Rite Aid, Walgreens and
Wal-Mart.

**  **  **
A new sort of rain gutter has

been designed to be immune to
clogging. Rainhandler gutters use
an open-louver system that breaks
sheets of water into small drops
and deflects them from the home.
It’s nearly invisible. To learn
more, visit www.rainhandler.com
or call 800-942-3004.

**  **  **
By visiting a physician, nasal

allergy sufferers can learn about
available treatment options,
including XYZAL® (a once-daily
prescription medication indicated
for the relief of nasal allergy
symptoms for patients 6 years of
age and older). Visit www.
 XYZAL.com for full prescribing
information.

**  **  **
Almonds can be combined with

a variety of other foods for a great
flavor combination. More impor-

tant, a daily portion of almonds
supplies a number of important
nutrients, including antioxidants.

**  **  **
Poultry can be covered and

refrigerated for up to two days in
a marinade. Never use marinade
from raw poultry as a sauce
unless it’s boiled first. For more
tips, visit The United States
Department of Agriculture Food
Safety and Inspection Service at
www.fsis.usda.gov. 

**  **  **
A long-kept secret of the fash-

ion forward, secondhand clothing
is quickly making its way into
closets across America. For tips
on how to reinvigorate your
wardrobe, visit www.savers.com.

**  **  **
Accounting for 40 percent of

energy use in the U.S., buildings
represent a significant potential
for reducing energy consumption
and greenhouse gas emissions,
according to the Atlanta-based
American Society of Heating,
Refrigerating and Air-Condition-
ing Engineers. Homeowners can
find energy-saving tips at
www.ashrae.org/consumer.

***
All the lessons of history in four
sentences: Whom the gods
would destroy, they first make
mad with power. The mills of
God grind slowly, but they grind
exceedingly small. The bee fer-
tilizes the flower it robs. When
it is dark enough, you can see
the stars.

—Charles A. Beard 
***

***
Anyone who proposes to do
good must not expect people to
roll stones out of his way but
must accept his lot calmly if
they even roll a few more upon
it.

—Albert Schweitzer 
***

***
My advice to you is not to
inquire why or whither, but just
enjoy your ice cream while it’s
on your plate—that’s my phi-
losophy.  

—Thornton Wilder 
***

***
Every artist dips his brush in
his own soul, and paints his own
nature into his pictures.

—Henry Ward Beecher
***

***
Creativity is allowing yourself
to make mistakes. Art is know-
ing which ones to keep.

—Scott Adams
***

***
Painting is just another way of
keeping a diary.

—Pablo Picasso
***

***
The artist’s world is limitless.
It can be found anywhere, far
from where he lives or a few feet
away. It is always on his
doorstep.

—Paul Strand
***

The first movie stunt—a man
jumping into the Hudson River
from a burning balloon—took
place in 1910.

Florence Lawrence, the “Bio-
graph Girl,” is considered by
many to be the first U.S. motion
picture “movie star.”




