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(NAPSA)—Consumers con-
tinue to turn to payment cards to
avoid the hassle of writing
checks—even when it comes to
paying their regular, household
bills. This increasingly popular
and secure way to pay bills not
only frees up precious time, but it
can also deliver rewards just for
paying ordinary expenses.

According to the Federal
Reserve, the average household
receives approximately 17 bills
per month. But many bills can
now be handled electronically
with your payment card, including
phone bills, rent, health clubs,
Internet service providers, child-
care and cable TV.  

“Managing bills has always
been a time-consuming task, but
bill payment with a card makes
the process much faster and eas-
ier,” said Diana Knox, senior vice-
president, Visa USA, adding that
consumers paid $50.6 billion in
bills on their Visa debit and credit
cards in 2003, a 26 percent
increase over the previous year.
“You can avoid the hassles of
tracking various due dates, writ-
ing checks, addressing envelopes
and buying stamps—and possibly
earn valuable benefits if your card
is tied to a rewards program.
When you use a payment card,
you’re also ensuring faster pay-
ment because there are no mail or
check clearing delays.”

Paying bills with a payment
card is easy. Just call your biller
or visit their Internet site to
determine if the company accepts
cards and sign up to have your
bills paid automatically or to pay
one specific bill. You’ll also be able
to track all your bills on one
monthly bank statement. Paying

bills electronically also offers an
extra degree of consumer protec-
tion. Visa’s Zero Liability protects
consumers against any monetary
loss resulting from fraudulent use
of the Visa card regardless of
where it is used. More and more,
small businesses are also paying
bills with cards in order to
streamline bookkeeping and
reduce accounting costs, as well as
maintain control over their cash
flow.

“What many people may not
realize about this method of pay-
ment is that consumers can use
debit and credit cards to pay bills
through a myriad of channels,
including online, over the tele-
phone and in person. We are seeing
a dramatic change by consumers
who are switching to paying ongo-
ing monthly bills on a recurring or
one-time basis to ensure a safe and
secure payment, as well as reduce
paperwork,” said Jonathan Wilk,
payment and strategy executive,
Bank of America.

To inquire about using a pay-
ment card for your bills, contact
your cable TV, phone and other
billers directly or visit www.
visa.com/billpay for a directory of
all of participating billers.  

Automating Your Bill Payments 
Can Be Convenient, Secure And Rewarding

It may be time to simplify your
life and start paying bills in an
easier, more rewarding way.

(NAPSA)—Your lips are dry.
Naturally, you need to restore the
moisture that’s lost. So doesn’t it
make perfect sense to replace
moisture—with moisture?

“Absolutely,” says Dr. Charles
Zugerman, associate professor of
clinical dermatology at Northwest-
ern University Medical School in
Chicago. “Lips lose moisture faster
than any other part of the face. So
by adding moisture along with
protective ingredients, you can
help return lips to a healthy, nor-
mal state and help replenish dam-
aged cells.”

Surprising News About
Moisture In Lip Balms

To remedy dry lips, Zugerman
recommends looking for lip care
products that contain actual mois-
ture. The surprising news is that
most lip care products add mois-
ture to lips only indirectly—by
forming a barrier (with ingredients
such as petrolatum, for example) to
prevent moisture loss. Blistex is
the only major lip care manufac-
turer that offers products with
actual moisture-containing formu-
las: new Pro Relief, a medicated lip
balm with an intensive moisturiz-
ing formula; Complete Moisture lip
balm with SPF 15; and Lip Oint-
ment, a medicated product for
helping to heal severe dryness.

Pro Relief has tiny “micro-
spheres” packed with glycerine,
lecithin and actual moisture. It
also offers powerful but subtle
relief with advanced analgesic
pramoxine HCl. Pro Relief is the
only major-brand lip balm to con-
tain pramoxine.

Similar to Pro Relief and unlike
ordinary lip balms, Complete Mois-
ture contains moisture itself and
uses patented micro-emulsion plus
liposome technology to provide a
multidimensional approach to lip
moisturization. It delivers actual
moisture directly to lip surfaces,
and its moisturizers are clinically
proven to penetrate lips to work
beneath their outer layer, provid-

ing deep, lasting moisturization. 
Lip Ointment contains an

Advanced Moisture System to
hydrate and soften lip cells and to
alleviate cracking and seriously
dry lips. The penetrating formula
also makes it easy for the prod-
uct’s three anesthetics to provide
relief from the pain, itching and
discomfort of lip sores and blisters.

Tips for Moisturizing Lips
Following are some basic tips

for attaining and maintaining
properly moisturized lips.

• Do not lick your lips—evapo-
rating saliva actually depletes
lips’ natural moisture.

• Drink plenty of water to help
your lips retain moisture and keep
your entire body hydrated.

• Apply a moisturizing lip
balm at night before bed to help
stem lip dryness while sleeping.

• Use of a moisturizing lip
balm is even more important for
older adults, since lips and skin
become drier as people age. 

• Children and teenagers fre-
quently get dry lips as well, and
sun damage to skin begins early
in life. So a moisturizing lip balm
with sunscreen does double duty.
Fruit-flavored moisturizing lip
balms (such as Blistex Fruit
Smoothies) are particularly popu-
lar among children and teens.

To discover what your lips are
missing or for additional infor-
mation about Blistex products
and important l ip care,  visit
www.Blistex.com.

Replenishing Moisture Best Remedy For Dry Lips

Adding actual moisture to dry or
damaged lips can help return
them to a healthy, normal state.

by Erin Hovanec
Yahoo! HotJobs careers expert
(NAPSA)—When an inter-

viewer asks you if you have any
questions, always say yes. Asking
questions shows you’re interested
and knowledgeable about the posi-
tion and industry. Most impor-
tantly, it lets you highlight why
you’re the perfect candidate.

But choose your questions
carefully. There are certain ques-
tions you should never ask early
in the interview process—no
matter who you’re meeting. Don’t
ask about salary, vacation,
401(k) or anything else that
might make you seem more
interested in the compensation
than the company.

Here are some smart questions
to ask of the different people you
meet.

The Recruiter:
The “Big Picture” Person 
Think of the recruiter as the

“big picture” person who can
give you an overview of the com-
pany and the department. The
recruiter is the best person to
answer questions about the hir-
ing process. Good questions to
ask are: How would you describe
the company culture? What type
of employee tends to excel at this
company? 

The Hiring Manager:
Your Future Boss 

As your potential future boss,
the hiring manager is most
knowledgeable about the position
and its requirements. Thus, you
might want to ask him/her what
the most important skills are for
the job—which gives you another
opportunity to highlight your
own skills. It’s also important to
ask what the common career
path looks like for someone in the
role. 

The Executive:
The Industry Expert

Senior managers and execu-
tives are likely to be most indus-
try-savvy, so you should focus
your questions on the industry
and the future of the company.
This is your chance to show off
your industry knowledge. Smart
questions include: How do you
think the industry will change in
the next five years? What gives
this company a competitive edge
over others? What’s the company’s
biggest challenge? 

The Coworker:
The Straight-Talker 

A future coworker can most
likely “tell it how it is.” A poten-
tial colleague may be most can-
did about the job and work envi-
ronment. However, don’t expect
inside information—and cer-
tainly don’t ask for it. Good ques-
tions to ask include: What’s a
typical day like? What’s the most
enjoyable part of your job? The
most challenging?

Most important, remember
that you are not the only one
being interviewed—this is your
chance to interview your potential
colleagues too. 

For additional job-seeking
advice, visit www.hotjobs.com.

It’s Your Turn: What To Ask An Interviewer

Asking questions during the
interview process shows you’re
interested in the company.

(NAPSA)—The Heart of America
Foundation is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan organization dedicated to
teaching fundamental values that
form the basis of the spirit of the
American people: compassion, oppor-
tunity, responsibility, equality, valor,
ambition, liberty, unity, enterprise
and spirituality. The foundation
seeks out adults and young adults
who exemplify these values and
engages them in programs designed
to inspire others. Many of these indi-
viduals are featured in “The Heart
of America: Ten Core Values That
Make Our Country Great” (HCI
Books, $12.95), by Bill
Halamandaris. The book is avail-
able at stores, by calling (800) 441-
5569 or online at www.hcibooks.com.

Millions of people have lost
weight successfully simply by
changing their behavior, explains
TV host Dr. Phil McGraw. His
bestselling book, “The Ultimate
Weight Solution: The Seven Keys
to Weight Loss Freedom,” has sold
over three million copies and,
along with his weekly weight
episodes on the Dr. Phil Show,
launched a weight loss revolution.
His new book, “The Ultimate
Weight Solution Cookbook” ($26,
Free Press) is designed to help

you reach—and maintain—your
“get real” weight. 

The reception honoring Megan
Donaghue’s marriage to Niccolo
Andreani is in full swing when a
tornado strikes, trapping family
and friends inside Cleveland,
Ohio’s Whiskey Island Saloon.
Thus begins The Parting Glass
(MIRA Books, $6.99), the haunt-
ing paperback sequel to USA
TODAY best-selling author Emilie
Richards’ novel Whiskey Island.
Richards’ latest family drama
takes readers from the heart of
Cleveland to County Mayo, Ire-
land with the three spirited Don-
aghue sisters, each of whom is at a
crossroads in her life. Visit www.
mirabooks.com or any bookstore.

***
Scratch the surface of most cyn-
ics and you find a frustrated
idealist—someone who made
the mistake of converting his
ideals into expectations.

—Peter M. Senge
***

***
I have never met a man so igno-
rant that I couldn’t learn some-
thing from him.

—Galileo Galilei
***

***
My loathings are simple: stu-
pidity, oppression, crime,
cruelty, soft music.

—Vladimir Nabokov
***

***
To live under the American
Constitution is the greatest
political privilege God ever gave
to mankind.

—Calvin Coolidge
***

***
There is no sincerer love than
the love of food.

—George Bernard Shaw
***

***
The trouble with life in the fast
lane is that you get to the other
end in an awful hurry.

—John Jensen
***

***
A person who publishes a book
appears willfully in public with
his pants down.

—Edna St. Vincent Millay
***

***
An essayist is a lucky person
who has found a way to dis-
course without being inter-
rupted.

—Charles Poore
***




