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(NAPSA)—As Americans in-
creasingly turn to their homes as
havens, they look for these comfort
zones to be not only comfortable
and inviting, but safe and secure as
well. Consider these ABCs: 

• A: awareness can help pre-
vent accidents at home.

• B: bunk beds, not recom-
mended for children under 6.

• C: cribs. Make sure slats or
spindles are no more than 23⁄8
inches apart and none are loose.

• D: drawers. Never allow chil-
dren to climb in drawers. 

• E: entertainment center. Be
sure it properly supports your TV
so the TV won’t fall forward.

• F: falls. Be sure rugs have
slip-resistant pads, keep electrical
cords out of walkways and clean
up spills immediately. 

• G: guardrails. Bunk beds
should have guardrails on each
side of the top bunk.

• H: height. If a bookcase or
dresser is taller than it is wide,
secure it to the wall to prevent
tipover; never overload bookcases.

• I: ideal. The ideal furnishings
for your home are not only com-
fortable and beautiful, but safe.

• J: joiners. Screws, bolts,
brackets and other joiners on fur-
niture should be tight and secure.

• K: kids should never be
allowed to climb on furniture.

• L: lids and latches. Storage
chests need safety latches to keep
the lid from slamming shut on
tiny fingers or heads. 

• M: matches should be kept
away from children. 

• N: nighttime. Your home
should be well lit at night. 

• O: old. Be sure older furni-
ture does not have lead paint that
is flaking. 

• P: pathways should be clut-
ter free and well lit both inside

and outside the home.
• Q: quality. Buy the best you

can afford—for safety’s sake. 
• R: recliner. Don’t put your

fingers into the mechanism.
• S: supervision. Small chil-

dren should always be supervised.
• T: temptation. Don’t put

objects on tops of dressers or book-
cases that will entice youngsters. 

• U: UFAC, the Upholstered
Furniture Action Council. When
buying new upholstered furniture,
look for the gold UFAC tag ensur-
ing that the manufacturer has
agreed to meet UFAC’s construc-
tion criteria. The program has
helped reduce furniture fires from
smoldering cigarettes.

• V: vigilant is what you should
always be when it comes to home
safety.

• W: windows. Don’t put furni-
ture near windows where children
can climb or fall out. 

• X: X-ing out accidents.
• Y: yawning, leading to...
• Z: the ZZZs you’ll catch when

you know your family’s safe and
secure at home. 

For facts on furniture styles, dec-
orating trends and shopping tips,
see the American Furniture Manu-
facturers Association’s Web site,
www.findyourfurniture.com.

ABCs For Safe Home Furnishings
(NAPSA)—The demand contin-

ues to grow for cosmetologists who
can cut it in today’s fast-paced
salons and spas. According to the
leader in cosmetology education,
at least 15,000 new cosmetology
positions are available each year.
The demand is expected to con-
tinue due, in part, to aging baby
boomers (including men) and
increased emphasis on looking
and feeling good at every age.

The beauty of cosmetology as a
career is anything but “skin deep.”
It’s a comprehensive field of study
that includes the fundamentals of
hair cutting and styling, nail tech-
nology, esthetics for skin care, mas-
sage, makeup, communications and
business management. It is a pro-
fession where there is almost
always a demand for creative indi-
viduals with the right skills.

For a licensed cosmetologist,
the options are virtually endless.
By choosing a progressive cosme-
tology school for training, you
learn the skills required to per-
form complete beauty services,
skills that can lead immediately
to a job in a salon and eventually
to business ownership, work in
the entertainment field or for a
major company.

In addition, the average income
for full time salon professionals,
including tips, is about $38,000.
That’s significantly higher than the
national average. Talented hair-
stylists, colorists and salon man-
agers can earn far more, reports
Pivot Point International, Inc.

To help keep up with the indus-
try demand for well trained styl-
ists, more than 2,000 cosmetology
schools worldwide use the Pivot
Point Scientific Approach to Hair

Design, an in-depth system of
education designed to help stu-
dents meet and exceed licensing
and entry level needs. The system
includes textbooks and study
guides, video and interactive DVD
programs, hands-on training by
experienced instructors and teach-
ers’ support materials that ensure
the quality and uniformity of a
Pivot Point-based cosmetology
education.

If creativity and self-expres-
sion, combined with job stability
and satisfaction, are important to
you, a relative, or a friend consid-
ering a new career, cosmetology
may lead to a more beautiful life.

For more information visit
www.pivot-point.com.

The Beauty Of A Styling Career

Income for full-time salon pro-
fessionals is significantly higher
than the national average wage.

(NAPSA)—Forget raincoats
and galoshes, rain showers are all
about mud puddles, earthworms
and playing outside. Already
reaching for the stain remover?
No need.

A new kind of shoe is helping
make mud puddles more fun for
both kids and Mom. Treated with
DuPont™ Teflon®, the shoes resist
stains and clean easier. However,
the best news may be that they
are available in adult and chil-
dren’s styles and sizes, so every-
one can join in the fun.

“Even if you are not stomping
in mud puddles, we know how
easy it is for shoes to get dirty at
work and play,” said Greg Ford,
general manager for Hanes Foot-
wear. “Our new StayClean shoes
were specifically designed with
busy women and their families in
mind.”

The Hanes Her Way StayClean™

shoes are available in three styles
of children’s shoes, including both
infant and girls, in children’s sizes
2 to 6 and 6.5 to 4. For women, the
shoes are available in casual styles
like canvas mules and fashion
oxfords, in women’s sizes 5 to 12.

All styles are made with cot-
ton-based fabrics treated with
DuPont™ Teflon® to help repel liq-
uids. By helping to prevent liquid
and moisture from absorbing into
the fabric, the shoes are easier to
clean. StayClean children’s shoes
retail for less than $8.00; women’s
shoes retail for less than $10.00
and prices vary by style.

“The Hanes Her Way Stay-
Clean™ shoes are the latest addi-
tion to our collection of ‘Mom
Friendly’ shoes that are easy to
fit, easy to wear and easy to care
for,” said Ford. “We know today’s
families are busier than ever, so
we are finding new and innovative
ways to make Mom’s job a little
easier.”

Hanes Her Way StayClean™

shoes are available at Wal-Mart
stores nationwide. Additional infor-
mation also is available on the com-
pany’s Web site, www.hanes.com.

Easy-To-Clean Shoes Make Mud Less Of A Mess

Designed with busy women
and their families in mind, a new
kind of shoe repels liquid and dirt.

(NAPSA)—Here’s an idea that
could go far: You can refinance your
car loan as well as your mortgage.

Refinancing your auto loan can
lower your monthly payment and
save you money over the life of your
loan. For instance, a $30,000 auto
loan for five years at eight percent
APR would result in a monthly
payment of $608. If after one year
you refinance at six percent APR,
your payment then drops to $587 a
month, saving you more than
$1,000 over the life of your loan. 

Many car owners, however, are
not aware of the low refinance
rates available online. For exam-

ple, www.PeopleFirst.com offers
some of the lowest interest rates—
typically one or two percentage
points below national bank aver-
age. With a customer satisfaction
rate of 92 percent, the site pro-
vides calculators to help you make
the best decisions about your loan
and can give you an application
response within 15 minutes. 

“One of the best-kept secrets
today is auto refinancing via the
Internet,” said Brian Reed, presi-
dent of PeopleFirst.com, a sub-
sidiary of Capital One and the
nation’s largest online vehicle
lender. “All it takes is the time to
fill out the application—which is
about 10 minutes.” 

The Internet has become a
great way for car buyers to apply
for low-interest loans with no down
payment, no application fee, and
no prepayment penalty—all from
the comfort of their home or office.

Online Auto Refinancing Can Work For You

More and more savvy con-
sumers are recognizing the
savings that can be earned by
refinancing their auto loan online.

Benefits Of Refinancing 
Your Existing Auto Loan:

• Get a Better Interest Rate. Refinancing is 
worth looking into, even if you can only get 
the rate down one or two percentage points. 
A $10-a-month reduction could save you 
hundreds over the life of your loan.
• Free Up More Cash. If you need more 
money at the end of the month, refinancing 
your existing auto loan could be a great way 
to free up some extra cash. By extending 
your original loan term, you can lower your 
monthly payment and stretch your monthly 
budget. 
• Keep the Car You Lease. If you leased your 
car as an alternative to financing, you may 
want to consider buying out your lease at the 
end of your contract. You can refinance the 
residual value and keep the car you’ve 
grown accustomed to.

Prevent And Eliminate
Menacing Mold And Mildew

(NAPSA)—If your kitchen and
bathroom are telling you “there’s a
fungus among us” it’s time to do
something. Mold, mildew and bac-
terial growth are not only un-
sightly, they can be hazardous to
your family’s health.

Fortunately, proper care and
maintenance can prevent growth
of mold, mildew and bacteria.
Because mold spores breed and
thrive in wet areas, unsealed
grout will absorb water and pro-
mote a damp environment which
can lead to mold growth. Many
experts recommend a tile, stone or
grout sealer such as those manu-
factured by Aqua Mix. The com-
pany’s grout and penetrating seal-
ers will help you stop the growth
of mold and mildew before it
starts. 

To kill existing mold spores,
household bleach is recommended.
After killing the spores, there are
additional products you can use to
rid your tile, stone and grout of
existing mold and mildew. These
might include Heavy Duty Tile
Cleaner, Grout Deep Cleaner and
Tile/Shower Plus all from Aqua
Mix. The manufacturer has a com-
plete line of tile, stone, and grout
products that include sealers,
cleaners, enhancers and color-
ants. All the products are avail-
able nationwide at home centers
and leading tile outlets.

For more maintenance tips and
information on where to get these
products, visit www.aquamix.com. 

FOR THE FUNGUS AMONG
US—There are a number of
ways to make mold and mildew
disappear.

A steak more than three
inches thick is really considered
a roast and should be cooked
either by oven-roasting or pot-
roasting. If you try to grill it, the
outside will overcook and the
inside will be underdone.

Guy Lombardo began his
famed bandleading career in Lon-
don, Ontario, and the town now
hosts much of his memorabilia at
the Guy Lombardo Music Centre.




