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(NAPSA)—According to a
recent survey, at the present rate
of growth, nearly 40 percent of
Americans are expected to choose
cremation rather than burial for
themselves or their loved ones by
2010.

This compared to the most
recent figures from the Cremation
Association of North America
which show the U.S. cremation
rate was 24 percent among the 2.4
million deaths in 2000.

Entitled “A Study of American
Attitudes Toward Ritualization
and Memorialization,” the survey
was sponsored by the Funeral and
Memorial Information Council.

Primary reasons for choosing
cremation are to save money (24
percent), to save land (17 percent)
and because it is simpler, less
emotional and more convenient
(13 percent).

Statistics prove those who
favor cremation tend to be better
educated and from households
with higher incomes.

Although cremation is being
chosen more frequently across the
country, the top five states with
rates near or above 50 percent
include Hawaii, Nevada, Washing-
ton, Oregon and California.

Another trend being noticed by
death care industry manufactur-
ers is the public’s desire to have
the memory of a loved one pre-
served in an increasingly more
unique and meaningful fashion.

It’s becoming more common for
surviving family and friends to
want to personalize ceremonies,
urns and the interiors and
exteriors of caskets with inscrip-
tions, mementos, souvenirs and
items that were of value to the
deceased. 

Rock & Water Creations, Inc.,
of Fillmore, Calif., is one company

that is introducing a variety of
versatile new products to meet
this demand. 

When placed outdoors in a front
or backyard, its family of monu-
ments, made from reinforced con-
crete to replicate real boulders and
other items in nature, are a unique
way to celebrate individuals or
pets while serving as an attractive
accent to any landscaping.

Available with and without a
container to hold cremated
remains, they’re small enough to
be relocated if necessary, but offer
a sense of realism not previously
seen in traditional urns. Each
monument features a handsome
bronze plaque which customers
can personalize with their choice
of up to six lines of text. 

More information is available
at www.YourMonument.com.

Cremation Rates Rising Nationwide

PEACE OF MIND—A growing
number of Americans are choos-
ing to have the memory of a
loved one preserved in a more
unique and meaningful fashion.

Searching For Student
Journalists

(NAPSA)—Here’s breaking
news that may be of interest to
aspiring African-American stu-
dent journalists. A search is now
underway for African-American
student journalists to serve as on-
air reporters for the upcoming
Billboard R&B Hip Hop Confer-
ence and Awards in Miami.

Entrants selected for the pro-
gram, sponsored by the National
Association of Black Journalists
(NABJ) and Heineken USA, will
travel to Miami in August to
report on the event.

From Miami, students selected
to participate in the program will
file news reports for radio stations
in their local markets and receive
special instruction from news pro-
fessionals from the NABJ.

How To Apply
To apply for Heineken: On

Assignment, applicants must be
21 years of age or older by August
5, 2002, submit a 10 minute or
shorter demo cassette tape of their
best work in radio (can be news,
features, interviews of documen-
taries), along with a cover letter
describing their interest in pursu-
ing a career in journalism. A brief
description of the tape’s content is
also recommended. Applicants
must be enrolled in an accredited
college, university or technical
trade school and be available for
travel to Miami August 5 - 10. 

More information is available
at www.nabj.org. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT—You
can be an on-air reporter. Details
at www.nabj.org.

(NAPSA)—A growing number
of travelers are saying “aloha” to
Hawaii not only because of the
island’s natural beauty, but
because of the many money-saving
packages being offered. Here’s a
list from the experts at Travelers
Advantage of the top five things
you can do on your next trip to this
tropical American paradise.

1. Hike Diamond Head
(Oahu): Hawaii’s most recogniz-
able landmark also provides an
ideal perspective for first time
Oahu visitors. This easy 3/4-mile
hike to the top of Diamond Head
leads to a sweeping panoramic
view overlooking Waikiki and
Honolulu in one direction and out
to Koko Head in the other.

2. Watch the Sunrise from
Haleakala (Maui): Watching the
sun crest the horizon from atop a
10,023-foot dormant volcano is like
watching life begin anew. This
incredible spectacle of nature’s col-
ors and unusual flora is well worth
the early morning rise. But dress
warmly—it gets chilly.

3. Sail the Na Pali Coast
(Kauai): The majestic Na Pali
Coast State Park draws visitors
from around the world with its
majestic coastline and the mys-
tique of its natural beauty and
heritage. Experience an unbeat-
able view of the fluted sea cliffs,
green valleys and white sand
beaches. For more information
visit www.kauaiseatours.com. 

4. Take the road to Hana
(Maui): There’s no reason to rush
to get there. Reaching Hana isn’t
the goal. It’s the journey to experi-
ence the remote natural beauty of
island life. Don’t miss the seven
pools at Oheo, the charm of Huelo,
the windsurfing at Hookipa or the
last outpost at Kaupo. 

5. Learn to Surf in Waikiki
(Oahu): The more adventurous
can learn the exhilarating sport of
surfing at one of Oahu’s most pub-
lic beaches. 

For more information on plan-
ning your Hawaiian vacation, go
to www.travelersadvantage.com.
For five more Hawaii tips, please
see www.trilegiant.com/hawaii.
You must be a Travelers Advan-
tage member to benefit from the
program’s low prices and five per-
cent cash back offer. 

Three months of Travelers
Advantage can be enjoyed for only
$1. Membership can be canceled
anytime during the trial period by
calling toll free and owing nothing
further. Otherwise, the member-
ship will be extended automati-
cally for an entire year at the
$69.99 annual fee and automati-
cally renewed annually upon expi-
ration at the then-current annual
fee, billed to a credit card account,
without the member having to do
anything further. 

Members may call toll free to
cancel at any time and receive a
refund of the unused portion of
their current term’s fee.

Travelers Advantage is offered
by Trilegiant Corporation, a
leader in the membership services
and loyalty businesses, providing
products and services that touch
the lives of more than 100 million
Americans.  

Five Great Things To Do In Hawaii

VACATION OF A LIFETIME—
Watching the sun set from
Haleakala, a 10,023-foot dormant
volcano in Maui.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
vacation opportunities, it doesn’t
get much bigger than Houston,
SpaceCity, USA, a city with more
than enough vacation packages to
satisfy a variety of interests.
Houston has many inexpensive
and appealing vacation packages.

For example, families who like
to have fun together may really
enjoy a Family Fun Package that
starts from $182 for a family of
four, and includes two nights’
hotel accommodation. The pack-
age also includes admission to the
Houston Museum of Natural Sci-
ence, the Cockrell Butterfly Cen-
ter and the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston. Two for one admissions
are also included for Space Center
Houston, Wortham IMAX Theater,
Burke Baker Planetarium, The
Children’s Museum of Houston,
John P. McGovern Museum of
Health & Medical Science and
George Ranch Historical Park.

For travelers with baseball on
the brain, there’s a Houston
Astros package, from $242 for a
family of four. The trip includes
two nights hotel accommodation,
admission to a Houston Astros
home game, a concessions coupon
for popcorn, a 15 percent dis-
count at The Shed ;  and free
admission to San Jacinto Monu-
ment Observation Tower with
the purchase of Texas Forever
show tickets.

The Lion King Houston Travel

Package for $175 per person
includes two nights’ hotel accom-
modation and tickets to Disney’s
The Lion King at Jones Hall, plus
free and reduced museum, Space
Center Houston and planetarium
admissions.

A Titanic Package, from $96
per person, includes two nights’
hotel accommodation and admis-
sion to Titanic: The Artifacts at
Houston Museum of Natural Sci-
ence and Night of the Titanic at
Burke Baker Planetarium, plus
free and reduced museum, Space
Center Houston and planetarium
admissions. 

All four vacations are available
through one travel agent and fea-
ture bookings at 16 Houston area
hotels, ranging from first-class to
deluxe/luxury. The packages are
operated by Dan Dipert Vacations
at www.traveltohouston.com or by
calling 1-800-4HOUSTON.

Out Of This World Travel Savings In Houston

Houston, Texas, offers many
attractions and fun vacation
packages.

(NAPSA)—If you’re looking for
an unusual and creative way to
share your childhood experiences
with your youngsters, it may help
to cook up some ideas in the
kitchen. 

That’s because activities rang-
ing from baking to mixing food
coloring can be a great way to
spend time with your kids—and
such activities have been shared
between parents and children for
generations. 

Even everyday kitchen items
such as cups can help parents pour
on the nostalgic fun. For example,
paper cups can be filled with juice
and then frozen to make delicious
push-up freeze pops, or they can
be tied together with tight string
to make a mini-telephone (two
timeless kitchen classics).

The cups can also be used for:
• Paint Holders—Pour differ-

ent colors of poster paint into the
cups. Fill another one with water
(makes for easy cleanup) and cre-
ate your masterpiece.

• Playing Games—Dixie now
prints games on the sides of its
cups. For example, the “Hunt For
Billy” line features a variety of
shapes—including Billy the
puppy, his bowl, tennis ball, leash,
doghouse, bone, paw print and col-
lar—hidden in an intricate design
on the side of the cup. 

• Seed Cups—Put top soil or
potting soil in a cup. Plant garden
flowers and watch them grow.

• Worm Cups—For a short
fishing trip, put some dirt and
worms in a cup. After the trip, let
the leftover worms go and throw

the cup away.
• Serving Cups—The cups are

small, and the right size for serv-
ing little people with little
appetites. Try putting some pret-
zels and raisins in a cup for a
healthy and fun treat.

• Bug Collecting—Cups are
great for holding small bugs such
as caterpillars or ladybugs. Cover
the cup with a small piece of plas-
tic wrap and fasten it with a rub-
ber band. Remember to poke holes
in the cup to let air flow through,
and be sure to eventually let your
bug-buddy go back to his home.

• Sand Castles—Bring cups to
the beach to help build towers on
your sand castles and to help fill
the moats with water. Throw
away the cups when you are done. 

For more information visit
www.huntforbilly.com.

Dishing Out Memories

Cups can make great paint—
or bug—holders, depending on
your child’s interests.

***
Words are a powerful drug, and
many men are destroyed from
their much use.

—R.E. Phillips
***

***
Don’t sacrifice your political
convictions for the convenience
of the hour.

—Edward M. Kennedy
***

***
To the family—that dear octo-
pus from whose tentacles we
never quite escape, nor, in our
inmost hearts, ever quite wish
to.

—Dodie Smith
***




