
5The smallest bird egg is that of the vervain hummingbird of Jamaica.
It measures just 0.39 inches and weighs 0.0132 ounces.

(NAPSA)—There is no shortage
of reasons why investing in resi-
dential real estate can be a good
idea: home prices declined during
the recent financial crisis, the
number of renters has skyrock-
eted, it’s often considered a stable
alternative to the stock market
and the list goes on and on.
At the same time, residential

real estate investing has shifted
from a local proposition to one
without geographic limitations.
That’s because of developments in
technology, financing, services and
processes that can make it easier
for investors to search for opportu-
nities, purchase properties and
manage them from afar.
In the past, a long-standing

issue with the single-family rental
sector has been a weak debt mar-
ket. Investors were generally lim-
ited to loans from Freddie Mac
and Fannie Mae, which allow a
maximum of four and 10 proper-
ties, respectively. Even worse was
that these loans are highly depen-
dent on the personal income of the
borrower, not the income of the
real estate. This limited obtaining
attractive financing to only the
wealthiest of investors. A new
lending sector has emerged, how-
ever, that can provide financing
for investors of various sizes and
neither limits the number of prop-
erties available for financing nor
underwrites the loan amount
based on personal income.
Meanwhile, online auction

marketplaces, property manage-
ment software and crowdfunding
may help to make more efficient
decision-making and investing.
“Small investors today don’t have
to rely on gut feelings about mar-
kets—they’re empowered by high-
quality market intelligence and
have access to a multitude of ser-
vice providers,” explains Wally
Charnoff, CEO of Investability
Real Estate, Inc.
“Small investors can now diver-

sify their portfolio,” he says,
“because they can research,
acquire, finance and manage prop-
erties from afar.” The single-family
residential market can present
opportunities for “mom and pop”
investors, particularly those who
consider five key points:
1. Understand the total

costs: Operating expenses and
fixed costs, such as taxes, can vary
greatly from state to state. Prop-
erty management fees are gener-
ally higher in less populated areas
that have little scalability or no
competition. Hurricane, flood or
earthquake insurance can be
expensive but may not be relevant
in all markets.
“Investors often look for

turnkey properties, which can
make condos appealing, but
monthly association fees can
severely suppress yield and addi-
tional assessments could put the
property in the red at a moment’s

notice,” points out Dennis Cis-
terna, CRO of Investability Real
Estate, Inc.
2. Choose your tenants

wisely: If you decide to invest out
of your local market (and even in
your own market), consider using
a property manager to identify
and qualify tenants and detail
exactly the criteria and standards
required. Common metrics are a
certain FICO score, no bankruptcy
in the last few years and a mini-
mum rent-to-income ratio. Land-
lord references are also important,
as is understanding local laws
about tenant selection and adver-
tising for tenants.
3. Know the market as if

you lived there: Talk to local
brokers, read the local newspaper
to understand the economy and
visit the area. Identify the drivers
behind the housing market and
know the history. A healthy, edu-
cated workforce and population
growth are generally good indica-
tors of long-term price apprecia-
tion. Lower home ownership rates
may produce strong yields as
there could be a consistent
demand for your investment prop-
erty, but appreciation may be
lacking as the market fundamen-
tals are not dynamic enough.
4. Choose either apprecia-

tion or yield or a little of both:
Deciding which type of market
you want to invest in will help
with focus. Diversifying can be a
reason to look beyond local oppor-
tunities. Some markets straddle
yield and appreciation, and
researching the long-term trend
for market dynamics is especially
important as these may quickly
shift to only yield or appreciation.
5. Know your exit strategy:

The number of owner-occupied
houses is important because a
higher rate of home ownership
may make it easier to sell the
home. The overall liquidity of the
market is also important. Data
now exists that can help investors
understand the vibrancy of a mar-
ket even without much buying
and selling.
Find your next single-family

real estate investment at
www.investability.com.

Why Investing In Real Estate Is Easier Than Ever

With today’s data analytics and
services, single-family residential
real estate investing has evolved
from driving around neighbor-
hoods and using intuition to
viewing locations online to make
fact-based decisions.
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(NAPSA)—The United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
asks outdoor enthusiasts to watch
for 19 destructive, invasive species
known as Hungry Pests, which are
primarily spread in the things peo-
ple move and pack. Learn more at
www.HungryPests.com, Facebook
and Twitter.
College readiness is an impor-

tant issue for everyone headed to
college, said Jennifer Fletcher,
Ph.D., program dean for general

education at University of Phoe-
nix, which offers online profes-
sional development resources
through its continuing education
programs. Learn more at www.
phoenix.edu/colleges_divisions/
humanities-sciences.html.
To appreciate the fantastic

experiences you can find on a
Princess Cruise, travelers need to
be refreshed and renewed. That’s
why the line created the new Prin-
cess Luxury Bed. For facts and
tips on better sleep, go to www.
princess.com/sleep.
Cybersecurity careers are ex-

pected to increase by 18 percent by
2024, much faster than average,
reports the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. University of Phoenix offers
associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in cybersecurity that teach
students risk management and
information assurance skills.
Learn more at www.phoenix.edu/
cybersecurity.
Dr. Hinrich Eylers, Executive

Dean, School of Advanced Studies
at University of Phoenix, says
businesses should use research for
real-life decisions.
Sticking to a maintenance

schedule keeps your car running
properly and protects you from
expensive repairs. Fortunately, you
can get help from www.myCarfax.
com. Just sign up at no cost to get a
reminder whenever it’s time for a
service visit.
Kids need outdoor play to be

active, burn up excess energy and
have fun, says Joan Lawrence,
also known as “The Toy Safety
Mom.” You can find steps you can
take to protect them from injury
at www.PlaySafe.org.
If you or someone you care

about is ever among the thou-
sands of women who’ve been
harmed by an Essure coil, you
may be relieved to know that doc-
tors at The Center for Innovative
GYN Care can help. Learn more
at https://innovativegyn.com.
An HVAC contractor can help

you understand how to get the
most from your home comfort sys-
tem. To locate a Coleman HVAC
contractor nearby, visit www.cole
manac.com, follow it on www.you
tube.com/ColemanHomeComfort
and @ColemanHVAC on Twitter.
Millions of smartphones are

lost or stolen every year and with
them the sensitive, personal data
they contain. Fortunately, you can
locate, track, lock, wipe and even
sound an alarm on your phone
with Avast’s Anti-Theft app. Learn
more at www.avast.com.

(NAPSA)—Your kids should
move...move around, that is. The
American College of Sports Medi-
cine recommends that children par-
ticipate in 60 minutes of physical
activity every day. Physical activity
on a regular basis, combined with
healthy eating habits, will prevent
obesity and other diseases.
Kids need outdoor play to be

active, burn up excess energy and
have fun. There are, however, a
few steps you can take to protect
them from injury.

What You Can Do
Here are seven simple safety

tips from Joan Lawrence, Toy
Industry Association’s “Toy Safety
Mom,” to help keep your child’s
outdoor play as safe as it is fun:
1. Make adult supervision a

crucial part of outdoor play.
2. Watch children carefully

whenever they’re near water. Kids
should never be left alone near
swimming pools, beaches, lakes or
other bodies of water—even “kid-
die” pools—no matter what their
ages or swim capabilities. Chil-
dren under 5 should always be no
more than an arm’s length from
an adult near water sources.
3. Always keep toys away from

unsupervised and high-traffic
areas, such as driveways and side-
walks, so they don’t lure a child
into a dangerous situation.
4. Ride safely. Make sure your

kids wear helmets, knee pads and
other protective gear when play-
ing with bikes, trikes, scooters
and other ride-on toys. Accidental
falls are the No. 1 cause of child-
hood injury, according to the
National Center for Injury Pre-
vention and Control.

5. Organize and store toys to
prevent slips, trips and falls. Des-
ignate “parking” spaces for bikes
and other ride-on toys and store
smaller items, such as skate-
boards, on shelves.
6. Uninflated balloons and

broken balloon pieces can pose a
choking hazard. At parties and
other festive events, and espe-
cially when kids are playing with
water balloons, remember to
supervise children and throw
away any broken latex pieces you
find.
7. Be sure to check and follow

age guidance on toy packaging.
The age grading doesn’t have any-
thing to do with how smart your
child is—it’s safety guidance
that’s based on the developmental
skills and abilities of children at a
given age and the specific fea-
tures of a toy.

Learn More
You can find further facts and

tips about keeping your kids safe
and happy from the experts at
www.PlaySafe.org.

Have Fun, Stay Safe:
Family Safety Tips For Outdoor Fun

Taking your kids out for a bike
ride can be a great way to spend
quality time together. Just be
sure they’re properly protected.

(NAPSA)—The next time you
enjoy the great outdoors, you can
also help protect it from invasive
pests that threaten to destroy
America’s national parks and forests.
These insects harm trees and

plants, displace native species and
disrupt ecosystems—costing the
nation about $120 billion each year
in damages. The pests come from
other countries and can spread
quickly, since they have few or no
natural predators here.
In particular, the United States

Department of Agriculture (USDA)
asks outdoor enthusiasts to be aware
of 19 destructive, invasive species
known as Hungry Pests.
That’s because these pests, which

include the emerald ash borer and
Asian longhorned beetle, are pri-
marily spread in the things people
move and pack.
Tips for Outdoor Enthusiasts
Hikers and campers can help pro-

tect the great outdoors by following
a few simple tips:
•Before leaving for or from a

camping trip, remove mud and dirt
from cars and recreational vehicles
to prevent moving invasive pests
and their eggs to new areas. Be sure
to clean debris from tires and wheel
wells, as well as tires on mountain
or other bikes you may use.
•Likewise, clean dirt from shoes,

boots, backpacks and other gear.
•Although it may be tempting,

don’t bring back flowers, plants,
leaves or other natural souvenirs
discovered in the wild, as they could
have invasive pests attached to them.
Take photos instead and leave nature
in nature.
•If you’re planning to enjoy an

outdoor campfire, remember, don’t

move firewood. That’s the easiest
way to spread invasive species that
can be hidden inside.
•Use only wood that has been

responsibly harvested near the place
you plan to burn it. Alternatively,
you can buy wood that has been
heat-treated or certified as safe to
use. Many national and regional
parks no longer let people bring in
firewood from elsewhere.
By doing so, you could not only

face a hefty fine, but bring in pests
that destroy the beautiful wild spaces
you love.
•Gypsy moths eat more than 300

species of trees and shrubs. In the
northeast quarter of the country,
look for their egg masses attached
to outdoor items, such as furniture
you bring on your camping trip. Even
items stored in a shed or garage
could hide them. Carefully remove
and immerse egg masses in soapy
water. If you spot any outside of
quarantined areas, report them to
state agricultural officials.

Learn More
For further facts and tips, go to

HungryPests.com, or join the con-
versation on Facebook or Twitter.

How Hikers And Campers Can Help Nature

The next time you go hiking or
camping, follow USDA’s six tips to
protect nature from invasive
pests.




