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(NAPSA)—Oil from sand.
Sounds incredible, but it’s true. Oil
reserves of some 24 billion tons are
stored in the oil sands of the Cana-
dian province of Alberta. Beneath a
surface of 140,000 square kilome-
ters, there is theoretically as much
oil as in Saudi Arabia.

Until recently, the extraction of
the raw material (huge amounts
of oil are held in oil sandstone)
was too labor intensive and costly
and therefore uneconomical.
Thanks to modern production
technologies and the development
of the oil price in the world mar-
ket, this has fundamentally
changed.

The work in the largest oil
sand fields goes on around the
clock, seven days a week. Similar
to coal mining, bucket-wheel and
cable excavators remove the oil
sandstone, a sticky mixture of
bitumen, sand, water and clay.
The tough bitumen then has to be
separated from the sand; at the
refinery, the black tar is eventu-
ally processed into oil distillates.

It’s Far From Easy
Extracting oil sand is far from

an easy job. The workers of Fort
McMurray are on-site be it summer
or winter. This means that they
have to endure temperature differ-
ences of up to 70 degrees Celsius
within one year. In summer, they
often have 30 degrees Celsius and
in winter up to minus 40 degrees.

In order to enable production
without downtimes, the excava-
tion and construction vehicles, as
well as the handling and refinery
plants, have to be fitted with
robust, long-lasting and, above all,
reliable components. 

For this reason and also be-
cause of the required availability,
Voith Turbo drives are used in
Alberta. Voith Turbo contributes

to the processing of oil sand in
crushers and conveyor belts with
outputs of up to 1,500 HP. In dou-
ble-roll crushers, the tar sand car-
ried by the dumpers is crushed
and then transported on conveyor
belts for further processing. 

Huge Crushers and Voith 
Variable-Speed Couplings
The crushers are as high as an

eight-story apartment house and
need drives that allow them to
start smoothly and accelerate to
the required speed, even when
fully loaded. This task is carried
out by constant-fill Voith turbo cou-
plings that also dampen torsional
vibrations and protect components
mechanically by limiting the trans-
mittable maximum outputs.

After the initial crushing of the
tar sand, the material is trans-
ported for several kilometers on
belt conveyors operating with
Voith coupling technology. In fur-
ther processing stages, the bitu-
men is dissolved from the sand in
hot steam and then transferred to
the refinery via a pipeline. Visit
www.voithturbo.com for more
information.

Enormous Oil Reserves Stored In North America

Canada, Saudi Arabia and Iran
dispose of the largest oil
reserves in the world, partly
stored in sand.

(NAPSA)—For parents of small
children, bed-wetting is one of
many developmental issues that
may occur as youngsters start to
grow. In most cases, the underly-
ing physical and emotional causes
will fade away as the child ma-
tures. In some cases, however,
bed-wetting may be a symptom of
a potentially serious urinary con-
dition in children.

The condition, known as vesi-
coureteral reflux (VUR), affects
approximately 1 percent of all
children. It occurs when urine
flows the wrong way through the
ureters—the tubes that allow
urine to flow from the kidneys to
the bladder. Ordinarily, urine
flows one way: from the kidneys
through the ureters to the blad-
der. But in children with VUR, the
ureters are malformed, allowing
urine to flow backward from the
bladder back through one or both
ureters up towards the kidneys.

As a result, if a child with VUR
contracts a urinary tract infection

(UTI), infected urine may enter
the ureters and, in severe cases,
reach the kidneys. Left untreated,
the condition may lead to kidney
infections, kidney scarring, per-
manent kidney damage and high
blood pressure.

The average age of diagnosis is
1 to 2 years and the condition is
more common in children whose
parents or siblings also have VUR.
It is usually diagnosed after the
child has suffered one or more
UTIs or if there is a family history.
A health care professional will ask
about the history of your child’s
symptoms, do a physical examina-
tion and may elect to perform sev-
eral tests if VUR is suspected. It
can occur in varying degrees of
severity and is classified into five
grades—from I (mild) to V (severe).

Treatment Goal
When treating VUR, the goal is

to prevent any kidney damage
from occurring. If your child has a
mild to moderate case of VUR, the

traditional treatment is a course
of antibiotics to ward off UTIs.
But this option is far from ideal;
antibiotics must be given via a
strict dosing schedule until the
VUR resolves, which may take
several years. Many parents
report that it is difficult to sustain
compliance over such a long pe-
riod of time. Further, prolonged
antibiotic therapy may lead to
antibiotic resistance and this can
lead to repeated UTIs, which, in
turn, may lead to kidney damage.

Used in more than 40,000 chil-
dren worldwide, Deflux is the only
FDA-approved treatment indi-
cated for VUR grades II-IV.
Unlike antibiotics, Deflux treats
the actual cause of VUR and not
just its symptoms. Deflux is given
through an endoscopic injection
and many children need only one
injection. For more information
about VUR and Deflux, visit
www.deflux.com.

Deflux is indicated for the
treatment of children with vesi-
coureteral reflux (VUR) grades II-
IV. The following treatment-
related adverse events occurred in
>1 percent of patients who under-
went subureteral injection with
Deflux: urinary tract infection,
ureteral dilatation, and nausea/
vomiting/abdominal pain. Other
side effects can occur. Some are
rare, such as blockage in the
ureter. Deflux is contraindicated
in patients with nonfunctioning
kidney(s), hutch diverticulum,
duplicated ureters, active voiding
dysfunction, or ongoing urinary
tract infection.

Bed-Wetting: “Just A Phase” Or Cause For Concern?

Treatment options are now avail-
able for a potentially serious uri-
nary condition that affects young
children.

The symptoms of vesicoureteral reflux 
(VUR) may resemble other conditions or 
medical problems, and each child may 
experience symptoms differently. 
Symptoms include:  
• Urinary tract infections (UTIs) with fever
• Frequent or urgent urination
• Foul-smelling or cloudy urine
• Fever
• Stomachache
• Backache.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
yards, the color green may be
worth its weight in gold. Experts
now say green matters and that
the importance of keeping things
green could change your mind
about mowing, clipping, planting,
weeding and a host of other out-
side tasks. 

According to Den Gardner,
executive director of Project Ever-
Green, there’s growing evidence
that doing these “chores” in the
right way can add up to real
value—not only for your bank
account, but for your family, your
community and the environment.
If all that sounds like a tall order,
you may want to take a minute to
review some useful information
about the many values of green
space available at www.project
evergreen.com. Here’s a sample
from the Web site:

Cleaner Air and Water
Proper care of trees, grass and

shrubs benefits everyone. For
example: In a year’s time, a single
tree can remove 26 pounds of car-
bon dioxide from the atmosphere.
This equals 11,000 miles of car
emissions. Add up the trees in
your neighborhood and you might
see an even more important con-
tribution—according to one study,
an acre of trees can annually re-
move 13 tons of particles and
gases. It’s also important to have
an efficient program for mowing,
fertilizing and weeding your

lawn. That’s because thick,
healthy turf grass acts as a nat-
ural filter, helping to clean water
as it’s absorbed into the plant and
root zone and prevent groundwa-
ter contamination.

Lower Energy Costs
Proper planning regarding

what kind of trees to plant and
where to plant them can pay big
dividends. In addition, your ma-
ture trees should be pruned prop-
erly to maximize shade benefits.
When in doubt, seek professional
advice as to the type and location
of the trees you should plant and
how to care for them. That’s im-
portant, because one study esti-
mates that, when properly placed
to shade your home, trees can
reduce air-conditioning demand
by 10 to 30 percent. 

Added Home Value
It’s well documented that

sprucing up your green space pays
off in added home value. A study
cited in SmartMoney magazine
indicated that consumers value a
landscaped home at a value that’s
up to 11.3 percent higher than its
base price. In addition, The Wall
Street Journal reported that land-
scaping investment is normally
recovered fully and sometimes
doubled by its ability to increase
home value. Again, it’s wise to
seek professional advice to get
more value from your efforts.
Showcase Your Green Efforts

To help homeowners showcase
their landscapes, Project Ever-
Green has announced its 2008
Because Green Matters Calendar
contest. Deadline for submitting
photos is Aug. 31, 2007. Those
selected will be the “feature of a
month” on a high-quality calendar
distributed nationwide. Enter on-
line at www.projectevergreen.com.

Project EverGreen is a national
nonprofit organization represent-
ing green industry service pro-
viders, associations, suppliers/dis-
tributors, media companies, other
organizations and individuals.
Project EverGreen’s mission is to
raise the awareness of the envi-
ronmental, economic and lifestyle
benefits of landscapes and pro-
mote the significance of those who
preserve and enhance green
spaces at home, work and play. 

The Hidden Benefits Of Green

Well-placed trees can cut air-con-
ditioning use by up to 30 percent.

(NAPSA)—For millions of wo-
men, the right-hand diamond ring
serves as the ultimate symbol of
empowerment and confidence.
Beginning in May, women every-
where can win their own dazzling
diamond ring by tuning in to a
show about an inspiring 40-some-
thing woman. 

“The Starter Wife,” presented
by Pond’s®, premieres on USA Net-
work on Thursday, May 31 at 9
PM/8c. The story features Molly
Kagen (Emmy® Award winner
Debra Messing), a newly single
woman on a quest to redefine her-
self after years of marriage to a
Hollywood studio head. Pond’s,
the face care brand that gives
women the beauty edge, has
teamed up with “The Starter
Wife” to celebrate the sexiness,
sassiness and confidence of wom-
en in their 40s who are full of life
and life’s experiences. 

Consumers can look for spe-
cially marked Pond’s products fea-
turing a sticker with a unique
code. A winning code will be
revealed each week for five weeks

during “The Starter Wife,” and
five lucky winners will receive a
dazzling right-hand diamond ring. 

To enter to win a sixth right-
hand diamond ring and to receive
exclusive discounts to SpaFinder,
consumers can also visit
www.ponds.com. NO PURCHASE
NECESSARY. Must be 18 or older.
Sweeps ends 8/4/07. See Official
Rules at Ponds.com.

Hailed as a sexy, savvy and
wickedly funny tour de force about
life after divorce, “The Starter
Wife” airs Thursdays at 9 PM/8c,
from Thursday, May 31 to Thurs-
day, June 28. 

Tune In For Chance To Win Right-Hand Diamond Ring 

***
Genius is divine perseverance. Genius I cannot claim nor even
extra brightness but perseverance all can have.

—Woodrow T. Wilson 
***




