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(NAPSA)—Vehicle crashes are
the number one killer of teens. In
2002, nearly 6,000 teens were
killed, 300,000 were injured and
more than 1.6 million were
involved in vehicle crashes.
According to research conducted
by Chrysler Group earlier this
year, driving safety is a top con-
cern for six out of 10 parents
when it comes to their teens. To
help keep teens safe in motor
vehicles, DaimlerChrysler created
a new teen driving safety program
called Road Ready Teens™.

Designed to communicate with
both teens and parents, Road
Ready Teens is a home-based pro-
gram founded on research and
principles advocated by the
nation’s top safety organizations.
The initiative helps parents ease
their teens into driving, while
gradually exposing and educating
them regarding the risks they face
on the road. 

“Research shows that when
teens are required to abide by
Graduated Driver Licensing
guidelines, such as those incorpo-
rated in Road Ready Teens, their
chances of being in a crash can be
reduced by up to one-third,” said
Alan McMillan, president and
CEO, National Safety Council.
“Parents are the critical compo-
nent in setting and enforcing
guidelines with their kids.”

For parents, a brochure called
Get Road Ready: A Parent's Guide
to Safely Ease Teens into Driving
outlines easy-to-understand tips
and tools to help teens gain the
necessary driving experience and
maturity behind the wheel before
tackling high-risk driving situa-
tions. The guide also includes the

Parent-Teen Road Rules Contract
to help parents set house rules
regarding seat belt use, teen pas-
sengers, nighttime driving, dis-
tracted driving and impaired dri-
ving—all factors that can put
young drivers at risk behind the
wheel.

For teens, the program offers
StreetWise, a new driving safety
video game designed to increase
teens’ awareness and understand-
ing of driving risks. Teens who
play the game are more likely to
take steps to protect themselves
from driving risks according to
initial game research conducted
by the University of Michigan.
The game has six missions; each
is progressively more difficult and
helps to demonstrate the key risk
factors teens face as outlined in
the Parent’s Guide.

All Road Ready Teens materi-
als—including the StreetWise video
game, the Parent’s Guide and other
resources—are all available at no
cost at www.roadreadyteens.org.

Survey: Parents Cite Driving Safety As Top Concern

It is hoped that teenage driving
statistics will take a turn for the
better with the arrival of a new
driving safety initiative.

Potty Training on the Road:
Tips for Traveling

(NAPSA)—Planes, trains and
automobiles usually play a major
role in families’ holiday plans. If
parents aren’t packing the kids for
a week-long trip at their grand-
parents, they’re filling backpacks
for an evening at family friends.
Either way, potty training can be
especially challenging when doing
it away from home. 

That’s why the PULL-UPS®

Potty Training Partners offer
these tips to keep a toddler on the
road to potty training success
when traveling:

• Be flexible, but try to stay as
close to the regular potty routine
as possible.

• Allow extra time to make
plenty of bathroom stops and use
rewards for going to the bathroom
at each stop. 

• Pack PULL-UPS® Training
Pants—they are just like Big Kid®

underwear, and now offer new
Disney•Pixar ’s Buzz Lightyear
and Disney Princess designs.

• Minimize accidents by going
potty before boarding the plane,
once during the flight and again
after landing.

• Bring a child’s favorite potty
seat so there is something famil-
iar about the process in every
location. 

• Avoid digging through suit-
cases by packing a separate bag
for potty training items such as
training pants, potty books and
extra clothing.

• Be patient—training acci-
dents are a part of traveling with
toddlers.

For more tips and tools from
the Potty Training Partners visit
www.pull-ups.com. 

(NAPSA)—If you think the
country is going to the dogs—
you’re right. It’s going to the
dogs—and the cats and fish and
iguanas. 

According to The American Pet
Products Manufacturers Associa-
tion (APPMA), Americans own
more pets than ever before. Sixty-
two percent of all households in
the U.S. now own a pet, which is
the highest level recorded since
APPMA began monitoring owner-
ship in 1988 when ownership was
56 percent.

This love affair with pets has
fueled one of the country’s healthi-
est industries, with sales of pet
products now at $31 billion, out-
pacing the human popular toy
industry ($20.3 billion in annual
sales) and the candy industry ($24
billion). It has also spurred the
creation of toys, clothing, bedding,
furniture and treats that rival
those of humans.

According to the survey, more
than half of America’s pet owners
buy gifts for their pets. Sixty per-
cent of dog, cat, bird and small
animal owners have purchased a
gift for their pet, while three out
of 10 fish and reptile owners have
also bought their pet a gift. 

Some of the trends emerging
from our love affair with pets
include more pet-friendly destina-
tions, more non-traditional com-
panies offering pet products—
companies like Paul Mitchell,
Omaha Steaks, Origins, Harley-
Davidson and Old Navy—and
more products coming onto store
shelves that resemble human
products. These include edible
greeting cards, matching ensem-
bles and bacon flavor popcorn.

For owners that spare no
expense on their furry, feathered
and finned best friends, products
on the market include faux mink
coats for cold afternoon outings,
designer bird cages, botanical fra-

grances, feathered French day
beds, and rhinestone tiaras.

Interestingly, new technology
and innovation are spurring more
and more products that make it
easier than ever to own pets, care
for pets, and take them with you.
For the home, products include
programmable feeders, self-clean-
ing trays and cages, and battery
operated toys. For road trips, you
can now find everything from
motion sickness aids and boxed
meals for pets that include food,
water and a toy to fluoride-
enhanced bottled water for dogs
that comes in a plastic bowl with
a lid that doubles as a Frisbee.

With 77 million cats, 65 million
dogs, 16 million small animals, 17
million birds, nine million rep-
tiles, seven million saltwater fish,
185 million freshwater fish and
counting...America’s love affair
with pets, and the array of prod-
ucts they lavish them with, is sure
to keep growing.

Every two years APPMA’s
National Pet Owner’s Survey, the
pet industry’s most comprehensive
consumer research study, exam-
ines demographics, buying habits,
and other traits of U.S. owners of
dogs, cats, fish, birds, reptiles,

America’s Love Affair With Pets Stronger Than Ever

PET TOPIC—62 percent of all
households in the United States
now own a pet.

(NAPSA)—Interest is stirring
for a new kitchen utensil designed
to provide another pair of hands
for the busy chef.

While busy cooks are merrily
preparing culinary delights for
their holiday guests, this handy
helper can automatically stir
gravies, sauces, pie fillings, soups,
risotto, and more.

No, it’s not one of Santa’s elves.
It’s a hands-free stirrer, known as
StirChef™, that adjusts to fit almost
any saucepan. This cooking utensil
can help the home cook multi-task
in the kitchen. When not in use, it
folds conveniently to store in any
utensil drawer, a plus for kitchens
with a shortage of storage space.

Thanks to a powerful motor, the
reliable utensil has the strength to
stir ultra-thick mixtures, such as
rice pudding and Irish oatmeal. It
also has the patience to temper
chocolate. While most cooks just
appreciate freeing up their hands
for other projects, it’s a much-
appreciated and thoughtful gift for
senior citizens who may have trou-
ble with stirring due to arthritis or
who may tire easily.

Four AA batteries are included
with the utensil (providing over 5
hours of continuous stirring and
10 hours of intermittent), as well
as a silicon splashguard, recipe
booklet and three heat-resistant
paddles.

One delicious way to try it out
is to prepare this tasty holiday
dessert recipe.

Holiday Egg Custard
1 pint (16 oz) Milk

6 - 8 egg yolks
1⁄2 cup sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

dash of nutmeg  
Powdered cinnamon

Place egg yolks, nutmeg
and sugar in a bowl, beat until
thick and creamy.

Warm the milk and then
slowly beat into the egg mixture.

Pour milk and egg mixture
into a 3 - 4 qt saucepan. Place
StirChef ™ onto the saucepan
and turn on. Cook on medium
heat (do not boil) until custard
thickens (15-20 minutes). Add
Vanilla and stir an additional
1 - 2 minutes.

Serve hot or cold; sprinkle
with cinnamon before serving.

Available at fine stores nation-
wide. Call 866-739-STIR (7847) or
visit www.stirchef.com. 

A Holiday Helper Busy Cooks Can Use

Here’s a handy utensil to help
make entertaining easier this hol-
iday season.

(NAPSA)—Not thinking about
taxes yet? You should. There are
five simple steps you can take now
to boost your tax refund come April
15, says Fred Grant, CPA and
senior tax analyst for TurboTax.

1. Pay now, save later. Pay
your January mortgage payment,
your property tax bill or purchase
business equipment before Janu-
ary 1. Doing this can accelerate
your tax savings, especially if your
income is high this year or will be
lower next year.

2. Donate to charity. Simply
cleaning out your garage or closet
can lead to tax savings if you
donate items you no longer use to
charity. If you aren’t sure about
what your “cherished” possessions
may be worth, software like ItsDe-
ductible gives you the fair-market
value of items you donate. 

3. Defer income. Contribute
to a tax-deductible retirement plan
such as an IRA or 401(k) plan.
They can grow to a substantial
sum over time on a tax-deferred
basis. If self employed, set up a
Keogh retirement plan by Decem-
ber 31. Once the plan is in place,
you can contribute until the tax-fil-
ing deadline. Unless required to,
don’t take money out of your retire-
ment plans until the new year.

4. Be tax smart. In a year of
stock market ups and downs, you
may have some nice capital gains
from selling stock or mutual

funds. You can offset the taxes
from these gains by selling other
stocks or mutual funds in your
portfolio at a loss before year-end. 

5. Know your AGI. Your ad-
justed gross income is one of the
most important numbers when it
comes to tax time. Your AGI con-
trols whether you can deduct cer-
tain expenses, such as medical or
education, if you are eligible for
certain credits, like the child tax
credit, and plays an important
role in determining the extent to
which you are taxed. 

Bottom line: Don’t be caught off
guard. Taking steps now to pre-
pare can mean real savings for
you later.

For more helpful information
and tax tips, visit the Web site at
www.turbotax.com.

Slash Your Taxes While You Still Can

Before the end of the calendar
year, there’s still time to save on
your tax bill.

***
A wise man should have money
in his head, but not in his heart.

—Jonathan Swift
***

***
It takes all sorts of people to
make a world.

—Douglas William Jerrold
***

***
Real leaders are ordinary
people with extraordinary
determination.

—John Seaman Garns
***
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