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(NAPSA)—As veterinary medi-
cine strives to keep up with pet
owner expectations for improved
animal care, it often turns to
human medicine. In fact, more
than 300 drugs available to Amer-
ica’s pets can trace their roots
back to human drug advances.

The result is that humans and
animals are increasingly taking
similar drugs for similar diseases.

The latest example to hit the
veterinary shelf: Novartis Animal
Health’s Deramaxx™, a prescrip-
tion arthritis drug for dogs that is
born from the same coxib family of
NSAIDs (non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs) as Celebrex®

and Vioxx®. It’s the only coxib-
class NSAID to receive approval
from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for the control of
pain and inflammation associated
with canine arthritis.

Despite the similarities, doctors
warn that animal and human
drugs should not be viewed as
interchangeable. There are impor-
tant differences in concentrations
of active and inactive ingredients.
For most pet owners, the important
point is that the end result is the
same. With Deramaxx, dogs have
access to a safe and effective treat-
ment that provides day-long control
of arthritis pain and inflammation.

The FDA approval process for
companion animal drugs is similar
to that used for humans as well. 

“While clinical trials for ani-
mal drugs are typically smaller
than for human drugs, pet drugs
must meet standards similar to
those for human drugs,” explains
Dr. Steven Fox, director of pain
management at Novartis Animal
Health. “Animal health compa-
nies must apply the same rigor-
ous scientific standards to their
studies.”

Fox also points out that similar
to their own health care choices,

pet owners should follow similar
guidelines when investigating
treatments for their pets.  

“Pet owners need to work
closely with their veterinarians,”
he says. “Be sure you understand
the dosing. Ask about possible
side effects and ask for printed
educational materials.”

As with all drugs, side effects
may occur. These are usually
mild, but may be serious. In an
osteoarthritis field study, the most
common side effects were gas-
trointestinal signs. Tell your vet-
erinarian if your dog has any
existing medical conditions. Pets
on all medications should be regu-
larly monitored. Refer to full prod-
uct information available from
your veterinarian.

For more information, visit
www.deramaxx.com.

Man’s Best Friends Tap Into Man’s Best Medicine

Human medical research is help-
ing pets. For instance, one pet drug
that’s based on a human anti-inflam-
matory drug controls canine arthri-
tis pain and inflammation.

NADA 141-203, Approved by FDA.

(NAPSA)—Parents who want to
ease the trauma of traveling with
children should think food, fun and
favorites,” says Barbara Anderson,
Ed.D., vice president of education
for KinderCare Learning Centers,
which operates more than 1,250
early childhood education and
childcare centers nationwide.

Anderson recommends packing
a small bag for each child with
games, toys, a favorite book,
stuffed animals and snacks.  

Also helpful on road trips are
toys like Frisbees to provide some
quick fun and exercise during rest
stops. Saltines, goldfish crackers,
juice boxes and flavored rice cakes
make relatively mess-free snacks
in the car.

Pack bottled water for drinking
and clean-ups and pre-moistened
wipes for cuts, scrapes and the
occasional spill. It’s a good idea to
include a small first-aid kit, as
well. Trash bags and paper towels,
blankets and pillows will make
traveling more comfortable for
everyone.

Paper, pencils, and crayons will
help pass the time and your
child’s favorite books, tapes and
CDs are great for sing-a-longs and
for quiet times, too. Tic Tac Toe
can be played anywhere, using a
clipboard as a lap desk. 

Children can make their own
maps of the trip, marking stops
and points of interest with stick-
ers. Older children can draw or
write a journal of the trip. A dis-
posable camera will encourage
children to document the trip from
their own perspective and they’ll
look forward to seeing the prints
when they get home.

Car games can be fun for all
ages. Teaching your children the
car games you played when you
were a child will give you a chance

to talk about your own childhood.
Don’t forget Odds or Evens (spot-
ting license plates that end in odd
or even numbers) and listing the
states you see on license plates.
Looking for tag colors, state mot-
tos and even the makes and mod-
els of cars is entertaining for
older, car-savvy children (and
their parents).

I Spy and 20 Questions are
always good for a few miles, as is
A to Z, where you look for items
beginning with the next letter of
the alphabet.

In response to the inevitable
“Are we there yet?” question,
Anderson suggests answering in
terms your child understands. You
might respond, “We’ll be there in
the same amount of time as your
Madeline video,” or “About as long
as one Sesame Street program.”

With a little preparation and a
lot of patience, traveling with
children can be fun for the whole
family.

Fuss-Free Travel With Your Children

(NAPSA)—The purpose of
travel insurance is to prevent you
from losing the money you’ve
invested in a vacation should the
unexpected happen. Depending on
the size of that investment, travel
insurance can be a wise choice. If
you and your family are splurging
on a once-in-a-lifetime dream
vacation, travel insurance might
provide peace of mind and a finan-
cial safety net. Short inexpensive
trips probably don’t require any-
thing more than basic flight insur-
ance, if that, say experts at Trave-
locity. For more information, visit
www.travelocity.com.

In a remote community on the
Navajo reservation in northeast-
ern Arizona, students are enjoying
doing their homework online.
They’re also accessing information
about their hobbies on the Inter-
net and making new friends in
other towns. These activities
would have been impossible only a
few years ago. Forest Lake was so
isolated, it didn’t have e-mail,
Internet connections or tele-
phones. As a good neighbor,
Peabody Energy helped wire the
community, working with partners
from the public school district, the
tribal communications company
and the federal government.
Peabody Energy (NYSE: BTU) is
the world’s largest private-sector

coal company. To learn more, visit
www.PeabodyEnergy.com.

If you are one of the few busi-
ness owners without a mobile
phone, you might want to con-
sider taking the leap, say
telecommunications experts.
Even if you limit the number of
people who have your mobile
number, it pays to be accessible,
especially if you are out of the
office. Pick a reliable communica-
tions provider that has a diverse
product portfolio and can be a
one-stop shop for all your needs.
An integrated communications
provider like Sprint, for example,
provides data, local, long distance
and wireless services in addition
to recognized levels of customer
service and satisfaction.

(NAPSA)—Remember, as a
general rule, exposure to the sun
is only safe when enjoyed in mod-
eration. Unprotected sun exposure
can cause harmful dangers such
as skin cancer, premature aging
and blotchy skin. To address these
sun care needs, Clarins introduces
a new sun product especially for
children with SPF 30, to complete
its full range of sun protection
products for adults. To learn more,
visit the Web sites at www.skin
cancer.com and www.clarins.com.

According to the American
Pain Foundation, nine out of 10
Americans report experiencing
pain at least monthly; many,
more frequently. Many people
self-treat minor aches and pains
with over-the-counter (OTC) pain
relievers. OTC medications make
dealing with pain possible with-
out a doctor ’s prescription.
Unfortunately,  many people
neglect to involve their doctors or
pharmacists in their self-treating

decisions and—since there are
serious risks when mixing OTCs
with prescription drugs, alcohol
and dietary supplements—con-
sumers may be cooking up a
recipe for disaster.  For more
information, and a National Con-
sumers League brochure, OTC
Pain Meds: What Helps, What
Hurts, call: 866-216-2316 or visit
www.nclnet.org/otcpain.

(NAPSA)—Lawn lime—which
neutralizes acid soil and adds cal-
cium and magnesium—is a nat-
ural product that cannot burn a
lawn. Popular lawn lime brand
names include YardRight, Easy
Spread and Correct. Lime is
available in a fast-active pulver-
ized form, convenient granular,
and pelletized limestone which
combines fast action with the con-
venience of application using a
broadcast fertilizer spreader. For
more information, visit
www.YardRight.com.

U.S. Marines may be heroes
in Baghdad, but they’re being
shabbily treated by eco-activists
who are pushing the EPA to shut
down nearly 60 percent of the
Marines’ training facilities at
Camp Pendleton, Calif . ,  say
experts in the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works Commit-
tee.  Such environmental en-
croachments on military
training and preparedness at
military training facilities are
occurring nationwide. Now, the
Pentagon is seeking relief from
unwarranted constraints.

***
It isn’t necessary to be rich and
famous to be happy. It’s only
necessary to be rich. 

—Alan Alda
***

***
If you wish to live long, you
must be willing to grow old.

—George Lawton
***

***
The secret of staying young is
to live honestly, eat slowly, and
lie about your age.

—Lucille Ball
***

***
Many receive advice, only the
wise profit by it.

—Publilius Syrus
***




