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(NAPSA)—Coming to a home
theater near you—yours, actu-
ally—are entertainment and com-
munications technologies that are
emerging at lightning speeds.
This also means more-complicated
choices for consumers. David
Gregg, consumer technology guru
and Best Magazine senior editor,
believes the secret to maximizing
your digital technology experience
is to do your research by compar-
ing products against your needs.
Gregg has identified Hot, must-
have products currently making
waves in the home and predicts
What’s Next on the horizon for
consumers. 

What’s Hot
HDTV—High-definition televi-

sion creates a theater-quality
screening room right in your living
room. A new HDTV set, connected
to an HD program service, such as
one offered by your cable company,
means you’ll enjoy richer, crisper
and sharper pictures with like-you-
are-there audio. And with cable
HD service you can even get local
channels in HD, where available.

H i g h - S p e e d  I n t e r n e t —
Broadband, powered by cable,
allows you to take advantage of
the fastest-available connections
to the Internet, with speeds of up
to 100 times faster than a tradi-
tional dial-up Internet service.
With such a fast connection, cus-
tomers can download video and
music at lightning speeds, and
have more fun with the fast-paced
games available on the Internet
today. 

D i g i t a l  P h o n e — C a b l e ’s
broadband pipe accommodates
phone service too and that means
you can bundle your television,
Internet and phone service to save
money. Plus, using your regular
phone, you get all the features
you’d expect from your old tele-
phone company, such as local, long

distance and caller ID—all from
one company, one connection and
with one bill. 

What’s Next
Whole Home Connectivity—

Having your entire household’s
entertainment and communica-
tions needs serviced by a central
connection will simplify your
life—and bundle your bills. 

Interactive TV—Imagine
being able to purchase an outfit
you spot on your favorite sitcom
star—with interactive television
this will soon be a reality. 

Voice-Activated Remote—
This new TV remote uses the sound
of your voice to sort through compli-
cated menus in an instant, find
your favorite shows (or even actors),
program DVR recordings, and much
more—all “at your command”! 

Whether you’re in the market
for upgrading to HDTV or cheaper
phone service, Gregg recommends
keeping it simple by adding new
services—not more equipment.
Digital cable makes it easy to find
just about anything to suit your
lifestyle, with much less risk and
investment. 

For more information on which
services are being offered in your
area, visit www.onlycablecan.com.

Home Entertainment Technology:What’s Hot,What’s Next

THERE IS A LOT OF APPLAUSE in home
entertainment for new technol-
ogy, but you have to do the
research.

Cutting Printer Costs
(NAPSA)—Sad but true: The

most expensive part of owning a
laser printer is not the cost of pur-
chasing the machine but the cost
of the toner. Fortunately, con-
sumers can tone down computer
spending by taking a look at their
toner cartridges.

High-yield replacement car-
tridges for printers cost anywhere
from $90 to more than $300 at
office supply stores. The billions
spent annually to buy replace-
ment cartridges led John Galt to
invent “ReChargX,” a product
that lets users refill their empty
toner cartridges in less than five
minutes.   

The average savings using a
refill kit over a replacement car-
tridge is 70 percent (and up to 90
percent). For example, a new Lex-
mark Optra S1250 printer
“Marathon” replacement toner
cartridge sells at office super-
stores for $255. The toner refill kit
for the same cartridge costs less
than $40, an 85 percent savings. 

The ReChargX company started
with proprietary toner formulas
for a few hundred different print-
ers. Today, they produce toner for
more than 5,500 different laser
printers, fax machines and pho-
tocopiers from hundreds of man-
ufacturers.  Each formula is
specifically designed to meet or
exceed the original manufac-
turer’s specifications.

These refill kits don’t just save
you green, they help keep the
Earth green, too. Americans con-
demn over 100 million plastic
toner cartridges to the landfills
every year. The “do-it-yourself”
toner refill helps change that.

“Refilling is clean and easy to
do,” says Galt. “If you can refill a
saltshaker, you can refill your own
toner cartridge.”

For more information, or to
purchase a kit, visit the Web site:
www.ReChargX.com.

(NAPSA)—The way you clean
your home not only can improve its
appearance, but it also may keep
your family healthy. Recent studies
have found that use of a built-in
central vacuum system can accom-
plish both by removing more dust,
dirt and allergens from the living
area than typical vacuums.

The health impact of a built-in
central vacuum system stems
from the location of its power
unit—typically outside the living
area in a garage or basement. The
unit’s motor offers up to five times
the cleaning power of a typical
vacuum without blowing air into
the living area that can recircu-
late dust. And it takes 100 percent
of the contacted dust, dirt and
allergens outside the living area.  

The substantial reduction of
airborne dust, dust mites and pet
dander can significantly improve
symptoms for many of the esti-
mated 50 million Americans who
suffer from indoor allergies. In
fact, a recent clinical study of
allergy patients at the University
of California-Davis, School of Med-
icine found symptoms improved 44
percent to 61 percent when the
patients used a Beam Central Vac-
uum System instead of a typical
vacuum to clean their homes.

Further evidence of the superi-
ority of central vacuums was
found in recent independent tests
that compared the cleaning capa-
bility of central vacuum systems
with leading uprights. The tests
found the uprights either lost
cleaning power or emitted more
airborne dust over time. However,
the central vacuum systems sus-

tained their cleaning capability
with minimal emissions. 

“The sustained power and
emission control of a central vac-
uum system results in a home
with fewer allergens that is a
healthier place to live,” says
Beam’s president, John Coghlan.

Starting at about $1,000, a
built-in central vacuum can be
professionally installed in virtu-
ally any new or existing home in a
matter of hours. For more infor-
mation about indoor air quality
and central vacuum systems, or
to locate an installing central
vacuum system dealer, visit
www.beamvac.com.

Build In Cleaner Air With A Central Vacuum System

A central vacuum system’s
power unit (right), strategically
located wall inlets and hose and
cleaning attachments remove 100
percent of contacted dirt and
allergens from the living area.
The result is a healthier home.

(NAPSA)—If you plan to
replace windows, it’s a good idea
to take note of the type of edging
your new frames have. Erin John-
son, spokesperson for Edgetech,
an industry leader in “health
smart” windows, says to avoid
windowpane edging materials
that are made of aluminum or
stainless steel. Instead, Johnson
recommends something called the
“super spacer,” which is made
entirely of polymer structural
foam. This material conducts heat
and cold at a rate 950 times lower
than aluminum and 85 times less
than stainless steel. For more
information, visit www.healths
martwindows.com.

Built to endure the elements,
long-lasting fiber cement siding
resists damage from rain, sun
and insects. It also won’t rot like
traditional wood siding. Weather-
Boards FiberCement Siding, by
CertainTeed, offers an authentic
woodgrain look, yet requires
almost no upkeep. For more
information, visit www.certain
teed.com or call 800-782-8777.

Finding the perfect new door is
an important step in increasing
the value and minimizing the
maintenance of your home. A door
needs to withstand heavy use
throughout the day. Marvin Win-
dows and Doors uses Ultrex for
their door sills for protection
against the effects of Mother

Nature and your family. For more
information about purchasing a
new patio door for your new home
or remodeling project, visit
www.marvin.com.

A great-looking yard can be
accomplished more efficiently
using a yard tractor. With con-
stant upgrades and new models
released annually, tractors are
easier and more reliable to use
than ever. For more information,
visit Husqvarna at www.husq
varna.com or call 1-800 HUSKY
62 to find a dealer nearby.

One way to find the best com-
mission rate for a home sale is to
visit www.hungryagents.com.
There, home sellers post their
information and real estate
agents bid for those listings by
negotiating their commission
rate. Homeowners pay nothing to
post their home on this site and
can reap significant savings on
commission fees. 

(NAPSA)—Cleaning and dis-
infecting procedures are required
to maintain proper contact lens
care and ultimately healthy eyes.
Poor hygiene, dirty lenses and
over wear can contaminate con-
tact lenses and lead to complica-
tions, such as eye infections,
which if left untreated, can lead
to severe vision loss, says
Kathryn Colby, MD, PhD, direc-
tor of the Joint Clinical Research
Center at Massachusetts Eye
and Ear Infirmary. Colby recom-
mends Alcon’s Opti-Free Express
Multi-Purpose Disinfecting Solu-
tion which provides long-lasting
comfort due to its exclusive com-
bination of key ingredients that
work together to attract and hold
moisture to contact lenses, in
addition to cleaning and disin-
fecting without rubbing. For
more information and special
offers, visit www.optifree.com.

While lactose intolerance is not
curable, it can be easily managed
with the right knowledge along
with products found in the dairy
case or in the over-the-counter
supplements aisle. For more

information on lactose intoler-
ance, including information on
LACTAID

® Brand products and lac-
tose-free recipes, visit www.lac
taid.com or call 1-800-LACTAID.

Energy supplements offer a
burst of energy that can keep
your fitness routine in high gear.
For example, Bally Total Fitness
offers all-natural, sugar-free, total
energy mints called Blast Energy
SuppleMints in either peppermint
or cinnamon that are designed to
provide quick energy support to
your workout and are a great
boost for when you feel sluggish
during steamy days.

(NAPSA)—Living paycheck to
paycheck in Paris, American book
translator Chloe Underwood
jumps at the chance for a week-
end gig at a remote chateau.
Then by chance, Chloe discovers
her employers are anything but
the entrepreneurs they appear to
be and suddenly she knows far
too much. This nerve-jangling
tale takes place in Black Ice
(Mira Books, $6.99) by award-
winning author Anne Stuart. 




