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(NAPSA)—If you feel as if your
PC’s desktop is starting to look
more like a cluttered closet and
less like a computer, you’re not
alone.

Many computer users have
problems with “desktop clutter”—
the result of countless downloads,
programs and icons being stored
on a desktop for “easier access.”

Clutter can slow down projects,
lead to lost files and make a com-
puter more difficult to use. 

One of the best ways to clean
up clutter is with a Zip drive. The
drive uses large capacity Zip disks
to store and protect extra data.
With a Zip drive, it is easy to pro-
tect, organize and keep track of
computer files. For example,
many people use individual Zip
disks to store and save specific
types of files—music, photos,
financial and so forth. It’s possible
to store hundreds of digital photos
on a single Zip disk. 

The Zip drive system uses Zip
disks that provide reliable, easy-
to-use and durable storage. Each
disk is rewriteable and can easily
sustain the bangs, bumps and
scratches that can ruin CD-R and
CD-RW disks. Previously, Zip dri-
ves and disks were only available

in 100 megabyte (MB) and 250
MB sizes. The recently announced
Iomega Zip 750 MB drive triples
the capacity and more than dou-
bles the maximum transfer rate of
the popular Zip 250 MB drive,
allowing users to store even more
digital images and other kinds of
important data on a single disk. 

Each Zip drive comes with
Iomega Automatic Backup soft-
ware. The easy-to-use software
lets users select the specific dri-
ves, folders or files they want to
protect. Whenever a file is cre-
ated, saved or changed, a mirror
copy is automatically backed up to

the Zip disk inserted in the Zip
drive. 

Using the Iomega Sync soft-
ware bundled with the Zip drive
allows users to safely and auto-
matically synchronize files. Mobile
users can be assured that their
personal folders, spreadsheets,
presentations and other materials
are always up to date as they
travel between home, laptop and
office computers. This eliminates
the potentially error-prone task of
manually copying and saving a
new version of a file to every com-
puter they work on.

For many people, however, the
greatest advantage the Zip drive
offers is security. The disks serve
as safe, dependable storage for
important documents. Private
files can be password-protected on
a Zip disk, making it impossible
for unauthorized users to view the
files on the disk. 

So it is possible to clean up
your computer clutter and help
your computer to run its best.
When it  comes to protecting
master files and other important
digital data, you can safely store
it on a Zip disk. For more infor-
mation on Zip drives,  visit
www.iomega.com.

Cleaning Up Computer Clutter

Clutter Does Not Compute—
Zip drives can help users clean
up cluttered desktops.

(NAPSA)—Whether it’s a
Mickey Mantle rookie card from the
1952 Bowman set (now worth
approximately $9,000) or new paper
trading cards that contain actual
video games, trading cards have
long been one of the most popular
and profitable forms of collecting.

Then: The first “trading cards,”
produced in 1887, were made of a
clothlike material and measured
just 11⁄2- by 2-inches. They were
part of a unique set that contained
baseball, boxing, golf and horse rac-
ing cards. Because there weren’t
any star athletes at the time, all the
cards had roughly equal value.
Annual sets of these cards were pro-
duced until 1901.

Between 1902 and 1935, trad-
ing cards took on many different
changes. Cards were packed with
chewing tobacco, Cracker Jacks,
chewing gum and cigarettes. Dur-
ing this period, card manufactur-
ers were experimenting with both
size—ranging from the “tobacco”
size (11⁄2- by 2-inches) to a sheet of
three cards which measured 2- by
51⁄4-inches—and the printing
process. As a result of this experi-
mentation, a large percent of these
cards have misprints or flaws.

Though baseball cards were,
and continue to be, the most popu-
lar of all trading cards, they are
just one category in this increas-
ingly popular hobby. Other sets of
cards have been dedicated to
movies, TV shows and animated
characters. In more recent years,
popular games, such as Magic:
The Gathering, and Pokémon
emerged, which are designed to be
played with collectible cards.

Now: A top electronics and
entertainment company, Nintendo,
has taken this last concept to new
levels of game play with the intro-
duction of the e-Reader. This device,
which connects to the popular
Game Boy Advance, scans paper
cards that contain “dot code” tech-

nology strips to provide tips for
enhancing game play, unlock hid-
den features in certain games and,
in some cases, entire video games.

“The e-Reader creates a com-
pletely new experience for game
players, fusing the enjoyment of
collecting trading cards and the
fun of playing video games,” says
Peter MacDougall, executive vice
president, sales and marketing,
Nintendo of America Inc. “Now
players of all ages can build and
enhance their video game collec-
tion by picking up a pack of cards.”

The e-Reader can be used with
Nintendo Game Boy Advance and
GameCube systems. The cards
come in packs which retail for less
than $5.

Whether it’s at the playground,
at a trading card convention or
during a Pokémon tournament,
trading cards can be a fun way for
people to relate to each other while
getting instant games, tips and
information. e-Reader cards bring
this popular pastime into the 21st

century. Look for the e-Reader in
stores nationwide or visit the Web
site at www.nintendo.com. You
may find that a fun time trading
collectibles is in the cards.

Trading On The Past: The Evolution Of Trading Cards

Electronic trading cards take
video games to a new level.

(NAPSA)—Learning about elec-
tricity can help keep you from join-
ing a shocking trend: Nearly four
people are electrocuted in the U.S.
each week in preventable acci-
dents, according to the U.S. Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission.

To help keep people safe, the
Electrical Safety Foundation Inter-
national (ESFI) launched “Look
Up! Look Down! Look Out!” A cam-
paign that provides families with
simple tips to stay safe around
electricity. Suggestions include:

Look Up! Be aware of over-
head power lines. Because they
can cause serious injury or death,
follow these steps:

• Always assume any overhead
line is a power line.

• Never go near, or let any
object you are handling—not just
metal objects—come near power
lines. 

• Install antennas far from
power lines.

• Have your utility provider
trim any trees with power lines
running through them.

• Teach kids to never fly kites
near power lines and never
attempt to remove items caught in
an overhead line.

Look Down! Call before you
dig. Power lines under your lawn
can be just as deadly as those
overhead—and they’re not always
where you might think they are.
Call your local utility provider
and have them mark underground
lines before doing any digging. It’s
a free service.

Look Out! Respect high-volt-
age equipment. Those large metal
cases in the neighborhood may
contain medium to high voltage
and can be dangerous. Teach kids
that electrical equipment is not
safe to be on or near when playing
or waiting for the bus, and to
never investigate open or dam-
aged equipment. 

“Colder-weather activities such
as cleaning gutters, planting
bulbs and hanging holiday lights
can bring us near electrical haz-
ards, making this an important
time to be mindful about electrical
safety,” says ESFI Executive
Director Michael G. Clendenin.
“We’re emphasizing simple out-
door safety steps and the need to
teach kids about electrical safety.”

For more information, visit
www.electrical-safety.org, or call
703-841-3229.

Teaching Children About Electricity

People should avoid going
near overhead power lines.

(NAPSA)—If you’ve ever applied
for a car loan or home mortgage
you probably already know the
importance of your personal credit
history. Having a good credit his-
tory means you’ll probably pay a
lower interest rate and possibly
qualify for better loan terms, mean-
ing you could save thousands of
dollars over the life of a loan. But
did you know that your good credit
might be helping you get a lower
auto insurance rate?

In order to determine how
much to charge, insurance compa-
nies group people together based
on similar characteristics. For
example, drivers in the same age
group, of the same gender, or
those who live in the same area
may be grouped together. Other
groups include those with similar
driving records or vehicles. 

Companies then rely on their
actual claims experience within
these groups to help determine
what to charge people with char-
acteristics similar to the group.
People who belong to groups that,
as a whole, are more likely to
have accidents generally pay more
than people in groups less likely
to have accidents. 

Many insurance companies now
also group people based on their
credit history in order to help pro-
vide a more accurate—and often
lower—rate. In fact, according to a
2001 study by Conning & Co.,
more than 90 percent of insurance
companies look at credit history
when they determine a customer’s
rate for an auto insurance policy.
This is up from only about 14 per-
cent a decade ago.

Why credit? Because data
show—and a number of studies
have shown—that credit history
can be a good indicator of the like-
lihood of future accidents and

claims. One possible reason for
the connection is that people who
are responsible in the manage-
ment of their credit are likewise
responsible in other areas of their
life, including driving. And the
fact is that most auto insurance
consumers benefit from the use of
credit information because it
helps them qualify for lower rates.

Here are a few interesting facts
about the use of credit in auto
insurance:

• A good insurance credit
score may be helping you get a
better price on your auto
insurance, but it is not the
only factor that is affecting
your rate. Your driving record,
where you live, and the type of
vehicle you drive continue to be
very important.

• An insurance company’s
inquiry does not affect your
credit rating. While the com-
pany’s credit check may appear on
your report, it is clearly identified
as an insurance company inquiry.
Most major lenders do not use

insurance company inquiries
when reviewing credit reports.

• Credit history is not a
measure of wealth or income.
Insurance credit scores measure
how responsible people are, and
it’s simply not correct to assume
people with lower income are less
responsible. In fact, many people
with higher income find them-
selves with credit problems while
many lower income people pay
their bills on time and maintain
excellent credit. 

What can you do to make sure
your credit is good? Don’t apply for
more credit than you need. Pay
your bills on time. Keep balances
low on credit cards. And don't auto-
matically close old, unused lines of
credit. That’s because your credit
score is based, in part, on informa-
tion about how long you've used
credit responsibly (the longer, the
better). You’ll also usually benefit by
having a low ratio of outstanding
balances compared to the total
amount of credit available to you.
And closing unused accounts may
make that ratio go up. Finally, it’s a
good idea to get a copy of your credit
report and review it from time to
time for accuracy. The three main
credit-reporting agencies are
Equifax (www.equifax.com) 1-800-
685-1111; Experian (www.exper
ian.com) 1-888-397-3742; and
TransUnion (www.tuc.com) 1-800-
888-4213.

The use of credit in auto insur-
ance underwriting and rating has
helped more people qualify for
lower rates, particularly those who,
in the past, might not have been
able to qualify for better rates due
to their lack of prior insurance. Log
on to www.progressive.com for
more information on how you bene-
fit when credit is used in auto
insurance underwriting and rating.

More Insurance Companies Using Credit

This chart illustrates that
those with “poor” insurance
credit scores are almost twice as
likely to have accidents as those
with “excellent” insurance credit
scores.




