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(NAPSA)—Airport delays, long
road trips to see relatives and
sometimes longer days spent visit-
ing can leave you feeling less than
jolly during the holidays. Try
these boredom-busting tips to help
amp up your holiday fun: 

Terrific Travel 
There may be no place like

home for the holidays, but for mil-
lions of Americans, it’s the season
to hit the road. Forty-three mil-
lion people were expected to take
to the skies last season alone,
according to the Air Transport
Association, with millions more
driving long distances to see
friends and family. If you’ll be
among them, check out two bore-
dom-busting games: TouchMas-
ter3 for Nintendo DS and Game
Party 3 for the Nintendo Wii.  

TouchMaster3 offers a compila-
tion of 20 addictive games in
one—ranging from puzzles, cards
and strategy games to action and
word challenges—and it’s simple
enough for gamers of all experi-
ence levels to enjoy. Additionally,
users have the option of single-
player and two-person multi-
player modes, and they can even
use the device’s wireless feature to
challenge friends and family over
local DS wireless. TouchMaster3
features hours of fun and unlim-
ited replay options through col-
lectible bonuses. Players can test
their skills on games such as
Bumperball, Slime Assault, Dice
King 2, PrismaTix 2 and Wild
Words. TouchMaster3 makes a
great travel companion for puzzle
lovers, gamers and casual players
this holiday season, for just
$29.99. 
Family Competition Favorites 
Millions of families reunite

around the holidays, providing

plenty of time to catch up and
enjoy one another’s company. You
can spice up some of those long
days with fun games the whole
family will love, such as Game
Party 3 for the Nintendo Wii. 
Available exclusively on the Wii

system for just $29.99, Game
Party 3 provides a high-energy
social gaming experience with 19
diverse games for the whole fam-
ily. Options include new games
such as Billiards, Mini Golf,
Smack-A-Troll and Racquetball,
as well as returning favorites like
Darts, Trivia and Horseshoes.
Each game lets up to four players
compete at once, and the “tourna-
ment mode” lets as many as 16
players participate together. You
may be surprised at grandma’s
skill at Darts and the kids’ agility
at Racquetball! You’ll make new
holiday memories the whole fam-
ily will remember. 
Both games are published by

Warner Bros. Interactive Enter-
tainment and are available at
local retail stores where video
games are sold. 
For more information, visit

www.gameparty3.com and www.
touchmaster3.com. 

Affordable Fun For Holiday Travel And Family Get-Togethers 

The right games can help make
holiday travel delays or long car
rides fun. 

(NAPSA)—As the economy
slow ly recovers, small and mid-
sized businesses (SMBs) are
expected to loosen some existing
restraints on travel. 
However, when employees tra -

vel to destinations such as trade
shows and conferences, their com-
puter data may travel with them,
making it vulnerable to theft and
loss. Fortunately, new technology
is helping to ensure that when
your data leaves the office, it does-
n’t get lost or mugged on the way.
To stay safe, consider these six
technologies that can help keep
your digital files secure, wherever
your employees take them:
Automatic backup—Hard 

drives do fail from time to time.
Safeguarding against the in evitable
ensures that precious time and
money won’t be spent re-creating
lost information after a crash.
Some of the most recent operating
systems offer the capability to set
up a file backup system. 
Encryption—Protect against

data loss or outright theft. One
option developed with feedback
from SMBs, Microsoft’s latest
operating system, Windows 7 Pro-
fessional, has an Encrypting File
System (EFS) that provides a
powerful encryption technology
for files and folders to protect con-

fidential information such as
financial or customer data. 
Virtual private networks—

Ensure employee access to com-
pany files and systems remotely
without the threat of security
breaches. Well-known providers,
including McAfee and Microsoft,
regularly update their software
with security patches to protect
against new hacker threats. 
Anti-virus and anti-spyware

protection—Block spyware be -
fore it infiltrates and slows down
employee computers. Windows

Defender, a free feature in some of
the more recent versions of
Microsoft Windows, helps stop
spyware before it infiltrates a
computer. 
Storing data in the “cloud”—

The buzz phrase “cloud computing”
commonly refers to the practice of
“renting” software applications
over the Internet. While the details
may be more complex, SMBs that
choose to use a cloud-based solu-
tion—such as a business productiv-
ity online suite (BPOS) that com-
bines e-mail, instant messaging
and collaboration tools—can pur-
chase a subscription to a set of
online ap pli cations that streamline
com munication and come with
comprehensive security built in. By
storing data in the cloud and not
on laptops, SMBs need not be as
concerned if a device or machine
goes missing. 
Password protection for

login and individual files—
These enable employees to secure
their entire computer, or imple-
ment a more robust security pol-
icy by assigning passwords to
individual files. 
These technologies can offer

you peace of mind and the secu-
rity you need to effectively grow
your business, now and in the
future.

Will Your Data Be Safe When It Travels To Denver, Dallas And Dayton?

New technology helps ensure
that when your data leaves the
office, it doesn’t get lost or
mugged on the way.

(NAPSA)—You can help protect
the environment and reduce your
winter heating bills with a renew-
able-fueled appliance. 
Homeowners can now save sig-

nificantly with help from a federal
consumer tax credit that can cover
30 percent of the cost of clean,
fuel-efficient stoves and fireplace
inserts, up to $1,500. At the same
time, fireplaces and stoves reduce
energy costs and add value to your
home. 

How It Works 
The tax credit—which can

lower your tax bill on a dollar-for-
dollar basis—applies to stoves or
fireplace inserts that: 
• Burn a biomass fuel source

such as wood or renewable pellets;
• Are purchased and installed

before December 31, 2010; 
• Meet a minimum 75 percent

efficiency rating as certified by the
manufacturer. 
Purchasers of qualifying stoves

and inserts can claim the credit on
their federal tax return. These
consumers should save their
receipt and the manufacturer ’s
certification that states the appli-
ance they purchased is eligible.
Installation and venting costs are
included in calculating the credit’s
total value, as long as professional
installation is required for the
proper and safe operation of the
stove. 

Get the Facts 
To help homeowners find the

right stove or fireplace insert, the
Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Associ-
ation (HPBA), an international
trade association, has developed a
special Web site, www.hpba.org/
taxcredit. There, you can find: 

• Tax Credit FAQs. Find
answers to commonly asked ques-
tions about how the credit works,
what qualifies and how much you
can save. 
• Wood vs. Pellet. Learn the

differences between appliances
that use these two efficient and
eco-friendly fuels. 
• Fuel Efficiency Calcula-

tor. Home experts estimate that
stoves and inserts can reduce
annual heating costs by 20 to 40
percent. To help consumers evalu-
ate their options, HPBA developed
an online calculator that approxi-
mates annual savings depending
on your home’s current heating
source and the fuel you select. 
• Specialty Retailer Loca-

tor.  HPBA members provide
the expertise, personal service
and  product  select ion that
 consumers need. Learn more at
www.hpba.org or (703) 522-0086.

How To Cut Your Heating Bill And Still Stay Warm

A freestanding stove can make
your home feel cozy even on the
coldest winter day. And it is one
of several economically- and
environmentally-friendly heating
options for homeowners to save
energy and cut heating costs. 

***
Baseball is the only field of endeavor where a man can succeed
three times out of ten and be considered a good performer.

—Ted Williams 
***

***
Baseball is a slow, sluggish game, with frequent and trivial inter-
ruptions, offering the spectator many opportunities to reflect at
leisure upon the situation on the field: This is what a fan loves
most about the game. 

—Edward Abbey
***

***
One of the beautiful things about baseball is that every once in a
while you come into a situation where you want to, and where
you have to, reach down and prove something. 

—Nolan Ryan
***

***
On the floor I am more at ease.
I feel nearer, more a part of the
painting, since this way I can
walk around it, work from the
four sides and literally be in the
painting.

—Jackson Pollock 
***

***
I never decided at all to be an
artist; being an artist seems to
have happened to me.

—Anne Truitt
***

A lion’s life expectancy is 30 years at the maximum.

Over the years, numerous sur-
veys have shown apple pie to be
the favorite dessert in the United
States. It has also been a favorite
in England for hundreds of
years.

Vanilla is still the most popu-
lar ice cream flavor in this
country.




