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(NAPSA)—With the growing
popularity of home renovation and
do-it-yourself television shows,
homeowners are more involved in
remodeling and decorating deci-
sions. But too often, homeowners
focus on the fixtures, paint, flooring
and countertops without consider-
ing some important finishing de-
tails—the electrical wiring devices.
Light switches and electrical

outlets have traditionally been
perceived as plain code-driven
necessities, but they’re actually
innovative ways to accessorize.
They install quickly and easily,
and can freshen up any room,
even on a modest budget.
No matter what the style—

from classic to contemporary, from
soft pastels and comforting earth
tones to bold power colors—home-
owners can find designer electri-
cal devices to match.
Certain devices make it easier

to customize the desired look
repeatedly—starting with select-
ing a decorator-style switch or
outlet in a neutral color such as
black, white or almond. A special
wall plate is chosen in the same
color, which leaves space on the
top and bottom for “trim caps.”
The trim caps snap into the wall
plate and match a full range of
wooden and metal accents, mold-
ing and paint or fabric colors.
When redecorating, the trim

caps can be replaced to match the
new color scheme.
While most devices and wall

plates are easy to install, some
homeowners worry about making
do-it-yourself electrical improve-
ments. In this case, screwless wall
plates offer an excellent solution.
Screwless wall plates are dur-

able, flexible and easily installed

on any wall surface. Simply loosen
the mounting screws on the exist-
ing electrical device, remove the
existing cover plate and click the
subplate onto the loosened screws.
Then tighten the screws and snap
the new, screwless cover plate
onto the subplate. There’s no need
to fumble with wires.
Devices such as these combine

function with fashion, but lighting
controls offer another level of con-
venience and benefits extending
beyond aesthetics.
For example, installing dim-

mers allows more control over a
room’s ambience, adjusting the
light level for any occasion. But
reducing the light level also saves
energy and extends the life of
bulbs. This more efficient use of
electricity can reduce home energy
bills.
These simple, stylish upgrades

can complete a room and provide
better control over energy con-
sumption. For more information,
visit www.betterelectrical.com.

Decorator Electrical Devices Solve
Remodeling Dilemmas

Stylish light switches and electri-
cal outlets can be innovative
accessories, and they’re easy to
install.

(NAPSA)—“Will you marry me?”
After those four magical words and
the subsequent “yes!” comes the
task of planning the big day. For a
bride-to-be, this phase leading up
to one of the most important and
dreamiest days of her life can
become overwhelming. But a bride
all “wired up” with nerves can
destress by becoming “technically
wired” to help calm those wedding
planning jitters. “Eighty-three per-
cent of brides are now using tech-
nology to help them organize their
wedding details and communicate
with their vendors and their groom,”
says Sharon Naylor, wedding expert
and author of 35 wedding books.
When a bride has to think about

the reception site, flowers, invita-
tions, the photographer, guest list
and more, she should start by get-
ting the tools that will help her
reduce the number of things she
has to worry about. Technology can
help the bride (and her fiancé) get
organized, stay connected to family
and friends during the planning
phase and, of course, keep
expenses under control.
Take a look at the free technol-

ogy that can make wedding plan-
ning feel like a skip down the aisle:
•Bring the Web to your

wedding. Create a wedding Web
site, for free. Your guests will need
to know all sorts of information,
such as directions to the reception
and where you’re registered.
Make it easy on yourself and put
all the wedding FAQs on your Web
site, so you can easily share the
URL with family and friends and
not have to take hundreds of calls
when you are so busy. You can
even send out a save the date card
with the Web address on it. There
are many free services out there,
such as Microsoft Office Live
(www.officelive.com), that enable
you to do many things very
quickly and easily.
•Get “social” before the big

day. It’s also important for brides
to connect with one another to
share advice and get support and
ideas during the planning phase.
Brides have so many decisions to
make, such as the dress style for

the bridesmaids, decorations for
the reception and even the flavor of
icing for the wedding cake. Accord-
ing to TheWeddingReport.com, in
December 2008, 59 percent of
brides said that getting help and
feedback from others is an impor-
tant wedding planning activity.1
Social media makes it a snap for
brides to connect these days: You
can start a blog and not only keep
your family, wedding party and
friends in the loop, you can invite
other brides to view it and share
their own experiences and stories.
•Save dollars on “save the

dates.” Speaking of save the date
cards, why buy them when you can
use free templates instead? Micro-
soft Office Online has plenty of free,
easy-to-download templates that let
you express your creativity without
having to start from scratch, at
http://www.office.microsoft.com.2
•Let technology be your

virtual wedding planner. Use a
free online storage and sharing
site to create a workspace to con-
nect with your countless wedding
vendors. Upload your flower bud-
get to share with your florist, or
upload a list of your favorite songs
to share with your DJ.
•Focus on the three-carat

diamond, not the three-ring
binder. Ditch the three-ring
binder—it’s so 1998. Online serv-
ices, such as Office Live Workspace
(http://www.officelive.com) allow
you to store all your important
wedding documents online and
access them from the Web at virtu-
ally any computer. Let’s say you get
a frantic call from Mom in the mid-
dle of your workday, asking if you
remembered to add your second
cousin, Maggie, to the guest list. No
sweat; just get on the Internet from
your work computer and access
your guest list. Now Mom is happy.
Put those nerves to rest. Let

technology help brides “wire up”
instead, allowing them to get
organized, save money—and save
their sanity.

For more information about
free online tools to help plan your
wedding, visit Microsoft Office
Live at http://www.officelive.com.

Forget Something Old—Brides Are Using New
TechTools To Plan GreatWeddings

1 Brides were asked to rank various wedding planning activities as “unimportant,” “neutral”
or “important.”
2 Microsoft Office must be installed for templates to work. A free trial is available for down-
load on the Web site.

(NAPSA)—If you have strong
opinions about the way you get
paid, there’s good news. The
answers you provide a new survey
may help to bring about changes
in the process—or keep what you
like in place—and win you a free
trip for two to Las Vegas.
The survey is designed to pro-

vide payroll professionals with
feedback on issues that affect
everyone who receives a paycheck.
It touches on a wide range of
issues, such as retirement sav-
ings, information security, pretax
savings, payroll deductions and
identity theft.
The survey is being conducted

as a reaction to the rising role of
technology in the payroll field.
New technologies have the

potential to improve the efficiency
of payroll processing. However,
many believe that feedback from
employees is vital to guide these
technologies and the payroll pro-
fessionals who use them.
“Ultimately, the survey responses

will mean better service for Amer-
ica’s workers and the companies
that pay them,” said Dan Maddux,
executive director of the American
Payroll Association.
The online Getting Paid In

America survey is conducted as
part of the annual National Pay-

roll Week public awareness cam-
paign. The campaign celebrates
the efforts of the professionals
responsible for paying America’s
156 million workers, and helps
American employees understand
more about their paychecks, the
payroll withholding system and
other payroll-driven benefits.
Those who want to take the sur-

vey or learn more about National
Payroll Week can visit the Web site
at www.nationalpayrollweek.com.
The survey will continue through
September 11.

Payday Survey Turns Opinions Into Dollars

The survey will help payroll pro-
fessionals gauge current pay-
ment methods. The survey takes
less than five minutes to com-
plete and one lucky participant
will receive a free paycheck and
trip for two to Las Vegas.

(NAPSA)—Slow cookers can
make less expensive and leaner
cuts of meat more tender. You can
find tips on safely using slow
cookers from the USDA and Food
Safety and Inspection Service by
visiting www.fsis.usda.gov or call-
ing (888) 674-6854.

**  **  **
KaBOOM!—a nonprofit that

encourages playtime and helps to
build playgrounds—is launching
a series of Play Days, encourag-
ing families and kids to play in
the great outdoors. For more
information, including free plan-
ning tips and tools, visit
www.kaboom.org.

**  **  **
The Minwax Community

Craftsman Award celebrates
people who, by working with
wood, make their neighborhood
a better place. The grand prize
is a cash grant of $5,000, a sup-
ply of Minwax products and a
working consultation with wood-
finishing expert Bruce Johnson.
Visit minwax.com.

When gains equal losses,
stock traders call it a “wash.”

The first flight of the Wright
brothers’ flying machine covered
a distance that was less than the
wingspan of a jumbo jet.

***
When I am attacked by gloomy thoughts, nothing helps me so
much as running to my books. They quickly absorb me and ban-
ish the clouds from my mind. 

—Michel de Montaigne
***

***
Be as careful of the books you read as of the company you keep;
for your habits and character will be as much influenced by the
former as by the latter. 

—Paxton Hood
***

***
In the highest civilization, the book is still the highest delight. He
who has once known its satisfactions is provided with a resource
against calamity. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***




