
15

(NAPSA)—Travelers are likely
to spend more this year than in
years past. According to the latest
research from the Travel Industry
Association of America, total
travel expenditure among U.S.
residents increased by 5.3 percent
in 2005. Whether planning a
weekend escape or a tropical get-
away, there are ways to hit the
road without breaking the bank.
Here are some tips that will help
you stretch your resources so that
you can get the most out of your
trip:

Budget Before You Go. Deter-
mine in advance how much the
entire trip—meals, transportation,
travel accommodations, entertain-
ment, shopping and miscellaneous
expenses, such as admission to
theme parks and museums—will
cost. Online resources, such as
www.practicalmoneyskills.com,
provide budget calculators that
help itemize vacation spending. If
you know how much the total trip
will cost, you can save toward your
goal before you pack your bags.  

Reap Your Rewards. It’s time
to cash in rewards points you’ve
been earning all year on your
credit or debit card. First, deter-
mine your eligibility. Do you have
enough points to get to your desti-
nation? Are you traveling during
dates when rewards points are
accepted? Have any of your points
expired since you last checked?
Once you know your rewards sta-
tus, determine how best to use
them. If your initial travel dates
and preferred destination don’t
work, consider being flexible with
your plans to save on major
expenses, such as airfare and hotel
accommodations.   

Do It Yourself. Tourist groups
or high-priced guides can drain
your budget quickly. Be your own
guide by reading up online or at
the library before you arrive. Use
of these free resources can help
you put together a personalized
tour without spending big bucks.
If you prefer guided tours, ad-
vance research allows you to
invest in parts of the trip that
matter most and self-guide
through the rest of your vacation.   

Pack Your Wallet Wisely.
Today’s travelers have more choice

than ever when it comes to han-
dling trip expenses. In addition to
credit and debit cards, many travel-
ers are using prepaid cards, which
allow them to pay up front and
then access the funds by using the
card like a debit card. Protections
make these cards more secure than
carrying cash or traveler’s checks
with all the convenience of a 
debit card. Visa TravelMoney
(www.visa.com/ustravelmoney)
even provides lost luggage reim-
bursement without requiring pur-
chase of travel with the card—
those who carry an activated and
eligible card are automatically cov-
ered. Packing your wallet with a
range of payment options will allow
you to take advantage of such bene-
fits when you least expect them
and need them most. 

Treat Travel As An Invest-
ment. While heading out on a
road trip or exploring Europe can
feel like an escape from reality,
your budget stays the same. If you
have a special trip in mind, treat
it as a long-term investment. Set
aside funds monthly so that you
can book the room with the ocean
view or stay an extra day. Vaca-
tion requires time and money, but
it is also an investment in you and
your family’s future with the
potential for cultural enrichment,
rest and relaxation. 

Finally, wherever you travel
this summer, don’t let rising
prices keep you from enjoying
your dream vacation. With a little
extra planning and some smart
choices, you’ll be packing your
bags in no time. 

Tips To Spend Smarter This Travel Sea-

Many travelers are using pay-
ment cards to cover travel
expenses, which are safer than
carrying cash and more conve-
nient than traveler’s checks.

Hidden Invaders
(NAPSA)—Although termites

are small in size, they have big
appetites, annually eating away
at American homes to the tune of
$5 billion. Unfortunately, most
homeowners’ policies don’t cover
the damage they leave behind.

To protect your home, here are
some tips from experts:

• Don’t delay fixing roof or
plumbing leaks. These leaks can
allow termites to survive above-
ground and in your home.

• Eliminate wood-to-soil con-
tact around your foundation and
remove any wood debris from
around your home.

• Don’t let mulch or soil touch
your home’s siding. It makes ter-
mite access easier.

• Maintain adequate ventila-
tion in crawl spaces and avoid
storing items there.

• Have your home inspected by
a trained professional annually.

Terminix is the nation’s largest
pest control provider. For more
information about termites and
other pests, visit terminix.com.

Termites can slide into homes
through openings as thin as a
sheet of paper. Once inside, they
eat furniture, wallpaper and even
books.

(NAPSA)—Managing your fi-
nances may be easier than you
think. That’s because online bank-
ing offers the same services found
at bricks-and-mortar institu-
tions—plus many others. 

For example, through online
banking, customers can check
their account balances, transfer
funds, pay bills and more. And
because of the convenience, online
banking can make it easier to get
your finances in order. Here’s how: 

• Eliminate clutter and
help save the environment—
Pay (and receive) your bills online
and you can get rid of unnecessary
paper, envelopes and stamps. You
can also view images of your paid
checks and account statements
online.

• Simplify your Web life—
Instead of bouncing from site to
site to view and pay your bills,
you can do it all through your
bank’s Web site—and save your-
self the trouble of multiple log-ins
and passwords while you’re at it. 

• Easily monitor your ac-
counts—You can choose to re-
ceive e-mail alerts when checks
are paid, deposits clear, bills are
due, your account reaches a cer-
tain limit and more. Alerts also
help you stay on top of recent
account activity so you can detect
and prevent fraud.

• Reduce your chances of
fraud—A study released in Janu-
ary 2006 by Javelin Strategy &
Research shows that Internet-
related fraud incidences are less
severe, less costly, and less preva-
lent than theft detected offline
due to online account monitoring. 

• Manage your invest-
ments—Invest and build your

portfolio using helpful tools and
resources online. You can also
watch your retirement savings
grow and decide how to invest
your money. 

Some banking sites take cus-
tomer service even further—even
if you’re not a customer. That’s
because these sites serve as valu-
able “at your fingertips” resources
for everything from current inter-
est rates to protecting your
accounts to retirement tips. 

One Web site, wellsfargo.com,
offers an added benefit for its cus-
tomers called My Spending Report.
This expense management tool
gives customers a “big picture”
view of their spending, combining
payments and purchases from
credit cards, check cards, checking
accounts and online bill payments
in one convenient place. My Spend-
ing Report automatically organizes
these expenses into 19 categories,
including gas, groceries, health
care and entertainment.

To learn more, including tips
on online banking, visit the Web
site at www.wellsfargo.com. 

Steps To Get Your Financial House In Order

Consumers can benefit from
greater convenience when they
do their banking online. 

(NAPSA)—Hoping to build
your own small business? Today,
millions of Americans are turning
to eBay, where online selling is
fast and simple when you’re
armed with time-tested strategies
for success. Follow these simple
best practices used by eBay’s most
successful sellers and watch your
sales soar.

1. Register. You need to regis-
ter and create an account before
selling on eBay. Register by click-
ing the “register” link at the top of
any eBay.com page. Registration
is free and only takes a few min-
utes. To begin selling, click the
SELL link at the top of the page
and follow the prompts.

2. Sign up for PayPal, an
online payment service that en-
ables any individual or business
with an e-mail address to securely,
easily and quickly send and
receive payments online

3. Do your homework. Before
listing an item on eBay, it’s a good
idea to research similar items that
have already been sold successfully
on the site. You can find great
information on pricing, features
and key descriptions that attract
buyers. 

4. List your item. Choose your
title carefully, using keywords that
will drive traffic to your listing.
Also provide clear return policies,
shipping policies and pricing. 

5. Create buyer confidence.
The more customer-friendly your
policies, the more you will be able
to convert potential buyers into
customers. Offer policies that
make it easy for buyers to pur-
chase your items.

6. Price it right. Getting that

first bid is critical, as other buyers
are generally more likely to jump
in if they see there are already bids
on an item. Also available are
fixed-price options, such as the
“Buy-It-Now” feature.

7. Merchandise. Maximize
your sales through effective mer-
chandising. A savvy title, well-writ-
ten description and clear photos
can give your item the edge!

8. Shipping. Sellers who offer
shipping via a trackable method
will increase their success. 

9. Pay attention to your
feedback. Listen to the feedback
you get from your buyers and
announce any changes from what
is said. This represents your
online reputation and paying
attention to what is said can result
in a greater volume of sales. 

10. Grow your business.
Learn from small-business ex-
perts in the eBay Community at
eBay Live!, a three-day celebra-
tion of learning and fun. It will be
held June 13-15, 2006 in Las
Vegas and offers insightful classes
and hands-on labs that give you
the real-world experience to take
your success to the next level. To
learn more and to register, visit
www.ebay.com/ebaylive.

Selling On eBay: What You Should Know
Research Has Its Rewards

• Before listing an item on eBay, it’s a good
   idea to research similar items that have already
   been sold successfully on the site.
• You can find great information on pricing,
   features and key “buzz words” that attract
   buyers.
• You can compare your listing to other completed 
   listings.

(NAPSA)—With the latest soft-
ware, submitting a print order can
be as easy as printing a list on
your own computer.

Unlike orders placed through a
Web site, this innovative printing
tool works from inside desktop
programs, providing easy access
to services not available on most
home or office printers.

This second version of File,
Print FedEx Kinko’s software,
first introduced in 2004, has new
features that include the ability to
print multiple files per order and
an automatic preview that helps
customers proof their order. 

In addition, it’s now possible to
securely store credit card and
billing information to streamline
future orders.

New enhancements also include
an even wider selection of paper,
such as cardstock, pastel, bright,
résumé and executive papers. 

Expanded shipping features
have been added as well, includ-
ing the option to select ground
services in addition to express,
and the ability to pay for shipping

using FedEx account numbers.
Also, package tracking numbers
are now provided in the order
completion e-mail. 

The free software is compatible
with Microsoft Windows 2000 and
Microsoft WindowsXP and may be
downloaded at www.fedexkinkos.
com/fpfk. 

Developed in conjunction with
Microsoft, the software works over
the Web and allows users to print
directly to any FedEx Kinko’s Office
and Print Center nationwide. 

Free Software Simplifies Printing Orders

Print virtually anywhere with free,
upgraded software.

(NAPSA)—A popular new fuel,
E85, may help put the brakes on
America’s foreign-oil dependency.
It’s 85 percent ethanol (an alcohol
distilled from American corn as well
as other nongrain crops) and only
15 percent gasoline. The Depart-
ment of Energy says the fuel is high
octane, high performance and clean
burning. For more information,
visit www.eere.energy.gov/vehicle
sandfuels.

**  **  **
Motorists can provide their

SUV or truck with the ultimate
engine protection by installing a
premium-brand air filter devel-
oped specifically for their vehicle,
such as the FRAM® Tough Guard®

Premium Air Filter. For more tips
and information, log on to
www.fram.com. 




