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(NAPSA)—More Americans are
becoming homeowners—and that’s
good news not only for the home-
owners but it’s even better news
for America’s neighborhoods. 

Study after study finds neigh-
borhoods in which people own
homes are more stable—homeown-
ers remain in a home an average
of nine years longer than renters.  

Homeowners are also more
engaged in the community they
live in. Research at Harvard’s
Joint Center for Housing Studies
has discovered that owners are 28
percent more likely to improve
their home and 10 percent more
likely to be civic minded. For many
people, owning a home provides a
one-of-a-kind opportunity to better
themselves. 

Home equity is the single great-
est form of saving for most home-
owners, which is a comfort in a
time when many are concerned for
the future of social security. 

Today, more people can afford to
buy their own homes than ever
before in history. One of the con-
tributing factors is new forms of
financing, such as the nonprime
loan. Many people may be sur-
prised to discover that up to 50
percent of all people who apply for
a mortgage don’t qualify for a
prime loan rate. 

Nonprime mortgage lending
offers credit to borrowers that pre-
viously would have been denied—
giving them a chance to get a step
closer to the American dream.  

Generally, young people, indi-
viduals with damaged credit, and
minority populations have lower
credit scores and might thus be
denied mortgages. 

Another factor that contributed

to the growth of homeownership
was the economic boom of the
1990s. This boom fueled a rapid
appreciation in home values, but
now experts are urging caution as
we move closer to bursting what
many are calling a real estate
bubble. 

“The lower interest rates of the
recent past aided in creating an
economy ripe for new homeown-
ers,” said Bruce Hahn, of the
American Homeowners Grassroots
Alliance. However, warns Hahn,
rising government debt can mean
there is less money available for
consumer investment. Less money
available means higher interest
rates for borrowers. 

Another critical component
that could cripple homeownership
is the proposed overregulation of
federally chartered lenders Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. These
important institutions make sure
there is a stable supply of mortgage
money available to lenders in order
to make the loans new homebuyers
need. 

Overregulation in an attempt to

reform lending could keep poten-
tial homebuyers from being able to
enter the housing market. 

Yet another threat to home-
ownership is regulation that
would reduce the availability of
nonprime loans to those who need
them and can afford them. There
are abuses by some in the indus-
try, and existing laws need to be
enforced and loopholes closed to
stop unsavory lending practices.
But at the same time, qualified
and educated borrowers deserve
to have all options available. 

“Nonprime lending works and
has a place in the marketplace,”
said Alphonse Jackson, Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development.  

“What is needed is enforcement
of existing laws, better consumer
education and narrow, carefully
targeted policy action where neces-
sary to deal selectively with the
remaining exploitive practices,”
said Hahn. 

If regulations are so restrictive
that financial institutions reduce
the availability of nonprime loans,
many people will no longer be able
to buy a home. 

Because of low interest rates,
new financing options like non-
prime loans, and the role of the
government sponsored enterprises
such as Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac, not only is homeownership
soaring but minority homeowner-
ship is at an all-time high. 

“Homeownership has long
been the key to achieving the
American Dream,” said Hahn.
“With homeownership at record
levels, we urge caution, as elimi-
nating options and opportunities
is not the way to continue encour-
aging homeownership.” 

Achieving The American Dream Of Homeownership

Nonprime loans help many
Americans realize the dream of
owning a home.

(NAPSA)—A recent study sug-
gests that spyware and adware
could be more prevalent than
many might expect. 

Computer users today face an
ever-increasing list of Internet
risks, many of which users might
not be aware of. The debilitating
effects of viruses and spam have
caused multiple headaches, for
users around the world. Unfortu-
nately, viruses and spam aren’t
the only causes of headaches as
newer security risks are gaining
traction in the Internet security
environment. 

The latest security risks to neg-
atively impact Internet perfor-
mance include spyware, adware,
hijackers and phishing scams.
Users who are proactively protect-
ing themselves from known risks
still might be adversely affected
by some of these risks that are
less visible to the untrained eye.
Surfing mainstream Web sites,
once a seemingly innocuous activ-
ity, has become hazardous to your
computer ’s health, as a recent
Symantec study has indicated. 

Symantec researchers were
interested in finding out what
kind of adware, spyware, hijack-
ers and cookies were left behind
on the computer after regular
Internet surfing. Seven categories
of Web sites were chosen: sports,
kids, gaming, news, reseller, shop-
ping, and travel. The researchers
freshly installed Windows XP,
then spent one hour surfing well-
known Web sites within each of
the seven categories. After that
hour, they recorded what was left
behind from the surfing session. 

The results were both surpris-
ing and alarming. 

While shopping sites left no
spyware and adware, not all of the
Web sites were as clean. Main-
stream kids’ Web sites generated
the majority of adware in the

study. Out of 468 total adware
finds throughout the research,
359 came while surfing kids’ sites,
or 77 percent of the adware. 

Most users are taking steps to
protect themselves from inappro-
priate content, such as sexually
explicit spam e-mail and Web
sites that are unsuitable for chil-
dren. Now, those same users are
realizing they need protection
from security risks like adware
and spyware. 

A possible answer for all of
these problems is a product like
Norton Internet Security 2005
AntiSpyware Edition, Symantec’s
$99 all-in-one comprehensive secu-
rity suite. While other stand-alone
products address individual pieces
of the Internet security puzzle, an
all-in-one suite takes into consider-
ation the average home user who
does not want to worry about the
intricacies of their computer’s pro-
tection. One solution—preferably
one that takes care of all of the
security problems including
viruses, spam, Trojan horses,
phishing, spyware, adware, hijack-
ers, etc.—from a trusted vendor is
an easy way to address these
sticky security risks.

Security Risks Not Limited To Spam And Viruses 

An all-in-one security suite can
shield your computer from
viruses, spam, Trojan horses,
phishing, spyware, adware, hi-
jackers and other risks.

(NAPSA)—A veterans service
organization that exists to support
combat-wounded veterans has
elected James Randles, 61, of
Atlanta as the new National Com-
mander of the Military Order of
the Purple Heart. 

Some 38,000 strong, the group
consists exclusively of those
wounded in combat who received
a Purple Heart for wounds in-
flicted by the enemy.

In addition to helping members
receive the Veterans Administra-
tion benefits they are entitled to,
the organization also sponsors a
scholarship program and a na-
tional prescription drug program
online.

Randles grew up in Medford,
Ore. and graduated from Medford
Senior High School in 1961. He
received an ROTC commission in
February 1967 upon his graduation
from the University of Nevada,
Reno, Nevada. He retired from the
military in February 1987.

Randles spent his Army career
as a tanker, serving in various
positions in armored and cavalry
units. He was the troop command-
er of G Troop, 2d Squadron, 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment in
Vietnam. It was during this com-
mand that he was wounded and
eventually evacuated to Madigan
Army Hospital in Fort Lewis, Wa.

Serving in various posts
around the world, he eventually
ended up assigned to the Readi-
ness Group Atlanta, where he
decided to retire.

His awards and decorations
include a Bronze Star for Valor

earned in Vietnam, along with the
Purple Heart and two more Bronze
Stars. Randles was awarded the
Joint Service Commendation Medal.

His upward movement in the
Military Order of the Purple
Heart included stints as a Chap-
ter Commander, Department
Commander, Region IV Com-
mander, National Junior Vice
Commander and finally National
Senior Vice Commander. 

Randles and his wife of 32
years, Jerolyn, live in Atlanta, Ga.
They have one daughter, Jerolyn
Nicole Redstrom, who also resides
in Atlanta.

He is currently employed as
the Veterans Affairs Operations
Officer for the State of Georgia.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.purpleheart.org.

Organization For Wounded Vets Has New Leader

James Randles, newly elected
National Commander, earned
three Bronze Stars, one for valor,
in Vietnam.

(NAPSA)—Before you make a
football bet, do your research.
Take a look at the injury report
for upcoming games. According to
BetUS.com, there are three terms
on the report: probable (likely to
play), doubtful (unlikely to play)
and out (not going to play). If your
team’s star quarterback is doubt-
ful or out, this will significantly
affect the odds. 

The right way to clean your
face is to use a gentle, soap-free
cleanser that is effective at
removing dirt, excess oil and
makeup but won’t rob skin of
moisture. You don’t have to spend
a fortune. Effective cleansers can
be found at the drugstore for
under $6. A good example is Pur-
pose Gentle Cleansing Wash,
which has been clinically shown
to have the same gentleness and
mildness as water.

There will soon be a new way
to see the sights of Manhattan.
The observation deck at Rocke-
feller Center is reopening to the
public for the first time in almost
two decades. Those interested in
visiting Top of the Rock can
reserve their visits starting Sep-
tember 1st via the Web site
www.topoftherocknyc.com or by
calling 877-NYC-ROCK (877-692-
7625) or 212-698-2000. 

The Internet can be a great
place for parents to find tools to
help them become the “most valu-
able players” in their children’s
lives. MVParents.com, for exam-

ple, created by Search Institute in
partnership with Coors Brewing
Company and Players Inc, an arm
of the NFL players’ association,
provides Everyday Parenting
Ideas, a weekly e-mail update
with tips, ideas and encourage-
ment and parenting advice from
football legends.

The InFocus ScreenPlay 4805
projector produces crisp, bright,
high-contrast images, which are
optimal for the latest DVDs and
HDTV. At less than eight pounds,
the projector’s design allows it to
be easily moved from the living
room to the back porch or a
friend’s house. For more informa-
tion, visit www.infocushome.com.

Some simple maintenance on
your furnace now can keep you
warm and toasty in cold weather.
To learn how and to get tips on
annual maintenance, visit the York
Heating and Cooling company Web
site at www.yorkupg.com or call 1-
800-910-YORK.

(NAPSA)—If you use cocoa to
create dishes with an unexpected
flavor twist, you can enter the
Hershey®’s It’s in the Cocoa recipe
contest to win a fine dining expe-
rience from the award-winning
Hershey kitchens. Visit www.her
sheykitchens.com before Jan. 31,
2006 to enter.

An old-fashioned cinnamon
apple coffee cake just out of the
oven can be ready to bake in min-
utes if it starts with Krusteaz
Cinnamon Crumb Cake Mix. All
you do is stir in an egg, some sour
cream, a chopped baking apple
(such as a Granny Smith) and
pecans and you are ready to pop
it in the oven.




