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(NAPSA)—If you’re looking for
a great weekend getaway within
the U.S., then you may want to
start your planning with a trip on
the information superhighway.

For example, a host of weekend
excursions are detailed in the
Rediscovering America section of
the Travelers Advantage Web site.

“Rediscovering America pro-
motes travel throughout the
United States as our nation’s
tourism industry continues to
recover,” Travelers Advantage
Vice President Julia Ryan said.
“In the Rediscovering America
section of our Web site we provide
a weekend getaway itinerary to
outstanding U.S. destinations.”

Examples include:
• Charleston, S.C.—An excur-

sion into one of America’s most
beautifully preserved architec-
tural and historic treasures.
“From the lush sea islands and
sun-drenched beaches to the
South Carolina Low Country’s
natural beauty,” explains Ryan, “it
is fun to explore Charleston’s rich
300-year history.”

• New Orleans—A weekend of
romance or family fun, depending
on your interests. “New Orleans is
a city where you can explore our
nation’s history with a visit to one
of many museums,” says Ryan, “or
simply by strolling through the
streets of the French Quarter
where almost every building is a
museum of sorts.”

A detailed weekend itinerary
for each Rediscovering America
destination is posted at www.
travelersadvantage.com and in-
cludes links to many of the high-
lights included in the trip.

Members of Travelers Advan-
tage (www.travelersadvantage.
com or 1-800-458-1028) can save
money on air travel, cruises, car
rental and hotel accommodations,
as well as earn five percent cash
back on eligible travel booked
through the service with pre-
ferred providers. A three-month
trial membership is only $1. The
trial membership can be canceled
at any time during the three-
month trial period by calling toll
free and owing nothing further.
Unless the member calls to can-
cel,  the membership will  be
extended automatically for an
entire year at the $89.99 annual
fee and automatically renewed
annually upon expiration at the
then-current annual fee, billed to
a credit card account, without the
member having to do anything
further. Additionally, members
may call toll free to cancel at any
time and receive a pro-rata
refund of their current member-
ship fee.

See The USA With Rediscovering America

Weekend getaways are a great
way to see the USA, and a travel
Web site can help you plan.

Jump The Shark
(NAPSA)—Can you remember

the moment your favorite TV
show went bad? Was it the
moment when a new character
was introduced, the romantic
leads shared their first passionate
embrace or the whole gang took a
trip to Tahiti?

It might
come in the
form of a live
taping, a cele-
brity guest ap-
pearance, or a
very special
episode. In
that moment,
viewers know
the show has
lost its edge
and begun a
painful slide to
the TV grave-
yard. The show

has “jumped the shark.”
While moments such as these

spell doom for a TV show, they
become pure entertainment in Jon
Hein’s ingenious book Jump The
Shark: When Good Things Go Bad
(Plume, $10). The title stems from
the moment Happy Days lost its
edge, says Hein, which for him
was the episode in which Fonzie
jumped over a shark.

Jump The Shark: When Good
Things Go Bad is available wher-
ever books are sold.

When does a show
“jump the shark”?
An ingenious new
book tells all.

(NAPSA)—Along with note-
books, backpacks and mounds of
textbooks, there’s one item on
nearly every college student’s must-
have list: a personal computer. The
percentage of college students who
own PCs—currently 87 percent—
has consistently increased from 75
percent three years ago, according
to the semiannual STUDENT
MONITOR survey. 

“To succeed in college, students
need every advantage, and PC
ownership is one of the biggest,”
said Gina LaGuardia, editor in
chief of College Bound Teen Maga-
zine. “As a result, students rely on
their PCs more than ever before,
particularly now that wireless
networks provide the freedom and
flexibility to access information on
campus in many more places.”

According to a Campus Com-
puting Project survey, 80 percent of
colleges and universities now offer
wireless local area networks
(LANs), which allow students to
submit assignments electronically,
send e-mail messages or do online
research when they are away from
a wired Internet connection. More-
over, many retail stores frequented
by college students, including Star-
bucks coffee shops and McDonald’s
restaurants, offer Wi-Fi wireless
access to the Internet. 

Laptops with Microsoft Win-
dows XP Professional and the
newer Tablet PC Edition help pro-
vide reliability, security and per-
formance as well as built-in sup-
port for wireless computing
capabilities such as the following:

• “Sniffing out” hot spots.
Computers with Windows XP Pro-
fessional can sniff out available

“hot spots”—locations that offer
wireless Web access—and notify
the user when one is available. 

• Easy setup. Windows XP
Professional makes it easy to
move from hot spot to hot spot
with minimal setup of a laptop’s
internal settings 

• Security. Windows XP Profes-
sional will indicate whether a
wireless network is security-
enhanced. It includes built-in sup-
port for Wired Equivalent Privacy,
which encrypts data on wireless
networks.

Wi-Fi is already well-estab-
lished on many campuses. At
Stanford University in Palo Alto,
Calif., more than two-thirds of
students use laptops and consider
increased wireless LAN access on
campus an important or very
important resource, according to
the university’s networks and sys-
tem administrator.

Wireless computing is only one
reason PCs are becoming increas-
ingly vital for college students. At
Stanford, students use their PCs
an average of 20 hours a week to
conduct online research, attend
online study sessions, pay tuition
electronically and perform other
tasks. Some professors now let
students take notes during class;
doing so is particularly easy with
the Tablet PC, which allows stu-
dents to put handwritten text
directly onto the computer ’s
screen. When the academic day is
done, many student PCs become
entertainment centers in cramped
dorm rooms and are used for
watching DVDs, playing games,
listening to music and creating
custom CDs. 

Wireless Networks Help Make 
The PC A College Must

(NAPSA)—Nearly every day a
child under age five dies in a
home fire, a tragedy that the U.S.
Fire Administration says families
often can avoid. Babies and tod-
dlers are twice as likely to die in a
home fire than the rest of the pop-
ulation. They rely on parents and
caregivers to keep them safe by
reducing the risk of fire and prac-
ticing a fire escape plan to help
the entire family get out safely.

The U.S. Fire Administration
urges parents and caregivers to
familiarize themselves with the
following fire facts and safety tips,
so they can Prepare, Practice and
Prevent the Unthinkable.

Preparing A Fire-Safe Home
• Matches, lighters and other

heat sources are the leading
causes of fire-related deaths for
children. Store matches and
lighters out of children’s reach,
preferably in a locked cabinet.
Teach children the dangers of fire
and not to play with it. 

• Purchase only child-resistant
lighters. Remember: no lighter is
childproof!

• Don’t overload outlets, have
heating systems checked annually,
and use deep ashtrays and soak
the ashes in water.

Practice Escaping Fire 
• Install and maintain a work-

ing smoke alarm on every floor of
the home and outside sleeping
areas. Test the batteries monthly.

• Keep children’s bedroom
doors closed. If a hallway fire
occurs, a closed door can prevent
smoke from overpowering a baby

or toddler, giving firefighters
extra time for rescue. Use a baby
monitor to hear if a smoke alarm
sounds in the child’s room.

• Familiarize children with
the sound of a smoke alarm and
what to do if one goes off: crawl
under smoke, leave the building
and go to a designated meeting
place outside. 

• Develop and practice a fire
escape plan with every member of
the family. Identify two ways to
escape from every room in the
home.

• Firefighters may look scary
to children. Teach them not to
hide from firefighters in case of
fire.

For a free brochure from the
U.S. Fire Administration’s new A
Fire Safety Campaign for Babies
and Toddlers, visit www.usfa
parents.gov or write to the U. S.
Fire Administration, Publica-
tions Office, 16825 South Seton
Avenue, Emmitsburg, MD 21727.

Fire-Safe Kids

Love alone didn’t save her. Prac-
ticing fire safety did.

Protect Your Child
From Bullies

(NAPSA)—Is your child afraid
to go to school? Does he come home
with cuts, bruises, or torn clothes?
Does she often “lose” her lunch
money? Does he fake illness to stay
home? Is she sad or withdrawn?

These may be signs that your
child is being bullied. Bullying
causes real emotional and physi-
cal harm—and can lead to poor
school performance and low self-
esteem. Kids who are hit, kicked,
or robbed by bullies may also be
victims of a crime. 

Most kids can’t handle bullies
by themselves. If you suspect that
your child is being bullied, take it
seriously. Try to get him to talk
about it. Ask the school for help,
and don’t give up until the bully-
ing stops.  

For more information, call the
National Center for Victims of
Crime at 1-800-FYI-CALL or
visit www.ncvc.org/tvp.

If your child is being bullied, he
or she needs your help.

(NAPSA)—The most expressive
fancy shaped diamonds are the
marquise, heart, teardrop (also
known as pear) and oval. The
oval-shaped diamond conveys an
impression of luxury, regardless of
how it is worn. Heart-shaped dia-
monds beautifully and simply
reflect a relationship that is meant
to last “happily ever after.” The
marquise-cut diamond exudes con-
fidence and passion. Catherine
Zeta-Jones sports an engagement
ring with a dazzling 10-carat mar-
quise-cut diamond set sideways.
The teardrop (or pear) shape
remains timeless, elegantly con-
veying both intimacy and excite-
ment. When set in a ring, the point
of the diamond is typically worn
facing outward. 

Ever wonder why the “engine”
of your home air conditioner runs
at full throttle to cool your house?
Emerson Climate Technologies
took on this engineering challenge
and developed Copeland Scroll
UltraTech, an innovative two-
stage scroll compressor that oper-
ates the air conditioner at an
energy-saving two-thirds capacity

approximately 80 percent of the
time, running at “full throttle”
only on the hottest days.  The
benefit for homeowners is a more
even indoor temperature, better
humidity control, and improved
energy efficiency. Several major
air conditioner manufacturers are
now using this technology in their
top-of-the-line systems. For more
information about air condition-
ing technology, visit www.GoToE
merson.com.

***
Life comes before literature, as the material always comes before
the work. The hills are full of marble before the world blooms
with statues.

—Phillips Brooks
***




