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(NAPSA)—The news today is
filled with corporations and execu-
tives being exposed for question-
able ethics. Years of effort and
millions of dollars spent building
name recognition for themselves
and their companies are lost in an
instant. Why do they take such
risks when they know their
actions are wrong? Because they
think they won’t get caught.

The same is true for many indi-
viduals and organizations that
ignore intellectual property laws
and illegally copy software onto
their PCs at home or at work.
There are several theories as to
why this takes place. 

First, they don’t think anyone
will get hurt, when in fact the
worldwide piracy rate is 40 per-
cent. This reflects a revenue loss
to U.S. business software develop-
ers of almost $11 billion. The rip-
ple effect of software piracy goes
far beyond the software industry,
impacting jobs, tax revenues and
the economy of every country that
creates and markets software.

Second, software pirates do not
think a software CD has any
value. They fail to realize that the
application on the CD represents
thousands of hours of developers’
time and millions of dollars in
research and development. Ac-
cording to the license agreement,
they own the right to use the soft-
ware, not the software itself.
Without revenue to fund further
development, product innovation
will suffer and companies won’t
get new tools to help them become
more productive.

Companies typically have guide-
lines for ethical conduct within
their organizations such as sexual
harassment policies. However,
many fail to institute software
management policies to let their
employees know that it is not only
wrong, but also illegal to make
unauthorized copies of software.
Companies need to explicitly com-
municate this message to employ-
ees to protect themselves from the
consequences, which can include
financial penalties, public embar-
rassment, damage to their reputa-
tion, and a lack of respect for corpo-
rate conduct among employees. The
ethics message is a two-way

street—a company that steals from
others is sending a message that
employees can steal from them.

While it is true that the econ-
omy has been slow and companies
have had to survive with smaller
budgets, there are other options
available to meet resource needs
besides stealing software. Many
software companies like Autodesk,
Inc., the world’s leading design
software and digital content com-
pany, are now providing options
including rental and subscription.
“These options help companies
stay current with the latest ver-
sions of software but pay only for
the amount they need, so that
they can scale up or down as their
needs change,” said Sandra Boul-
ton, director of Piracy Prevention
at Autodesk. 

It is up to each individual to
bring the high standards of
ethics they adhere to in their
personal lives, among friends
and family, to the workplace.
There are many resources avail-
able to help. The Ethics Resource
Center (www.ethics.org) provides
resources to help organizations
evaluate and establish clear orga-
nizational values and policies. To
learn more about piracy preven-
tion, to download free software
management tools, to confirm
they are not violating their soft-
ware agreements, or to report sus-
pected piracy, people can call
Autodesk’s Piracy Prevention Hot-
line at 1-800-NO COPIES or visit
www.autodesk.com/piracy.

Professional Ethics Is A Two-Way Street

Companies need to include
software management policies in
their employee code of ethics.

Fireplace Safety
(NAPSA)—Protecting your

family and home from chimney
fires can be simple. The key is to
keep the chimney clean. 

Smoke from wood fires con-
denses into a flammable, tar-like
substance called creosote. If the
creosote ignites, it can cause a rag-
ing fire that spreads through the
chimney. 

Experts recommend having
your fireplace and chimney
inspected and cleaned once a year.
You can also burn a Sweeping Log,
a product that releases minerals
and causes chemical reactions to
break up any creosote.

Try these additional tips to
help keep your next fire where it
belongs—in the fireplace.

• Keep It Clear—Clear all
debris away from the outside of
the fireplace.

• Keep An Eye On It—Never
leave a fire unattended. Many
house fires start from fireplace
fires that were left alone.

•Keep It Safe—Always have a
fire extinguisher nearby. 

F o r  m o r e  t i p s  o r  a  f r e e
brochure on keeping your chimney
clean, call 1-888-866-5115 or visit
chimneysweeping.com.

Bright Burning—Regular chimney
cleanings can help homeowners
keep their fireplaces safe.

(NAPSA)—New information
may make it easier for sufferers of
dementia—and their care givers—
to deal with the condition.

It is estimated that more than
four million Americans suffer from
some form of dementia, the most
common of which is Alzheimer’s.

The condition often involves
extreme bouts of confusion and for-
getfulness that can make it diffi-
cult to perform everyday tasks
such as balancing a check book or
cooking a meal. Consequently, for
many, a diagnosis of dementia can
represent the loss of independence. 

Psychiatrists say one major
issue surrounding dementia is dri-
ving. Losing the ability to drive
and the independence associated
with it can cause depression and
feelings of helplessness in suffer-
ers of the condition. Therefore,
deciding when a person with
dementia can no longer drive can
be a difficult choice for a family or
caretaker to make.

A recent study conducted by
MIT and The Hartford, underwrit-
ers for AARP Auto and Homeown-
ers Insurance Program, found
that for many families of demen-
tia sufferers, the answer is to
watch and learn. The study—cited
in an online guide called At The
Crossroads: Alzheimer’s, Dementia
and Driving, made available by
The Hartford Financial Services
Group—reported that paying close
attention to the long term driving
habits of a person with dementia
can help assure that their keys
will not be taken away too early,
or too late.

According to the study, early
warning signs of dementia induced
driving problems include: 

• incorrect signaling, 
• trouble navigating turns, 
• confusion at exits,
• hitting curbs,
• moving in the wrong lane,
• getting lost in familiar places.
According to Alzheimer’s, De-

mentia and Driving, a person
diagnosed with mild dementia
doesn’t necessarily have to imme-
diately curtail their lifestyle. The
disease will, over time, destroy
driving skills 

The booklet warns however,
that persons with dementia who
do continue to drive should be
monitored carefully. 

The decision to continue or stop
driving needs to be based on a
number of observations and con-
tinuing discussions with persons
with dementia.

For more information, visit
www.thehartford.com and down-
load a copy or write Dementia and
Driving Booklet, The Hartford,
200 Executive Blvd., Southington,
CT 06489.

Driving With Dementia

Families of people with de-
mentia are encouraged to moni-
tor that person’s driving to make
sure it is safe.

(NAPSA)—A new type of pro-
gram has given women easier
access to healthcare when they
may need it the most. 

The initiative allows women to
get emergency contraception (EC)
from participating pharmacies
without first visiting a doctor or
clinic. Experts consider the pro-
gram successful, citing nearly 500
participating pharmacies.  

Before a woman is given EC, a
specially trained pharmacist asks
a few questions to make sure the
treatment is right for her. If EC
is determined to be appropriate,
the pharmacist gives the woman
the pills to take orally and gives
her written information on EC to
take home.  

Doctors say the approach is
necessary because EC only works
if taken within 72 hours of unpro-
tected sex or birth control failure.
That is not always enough time
for women to get to their doctors,
should they feel EC is needed
(whether the visit is due to a con-
dom breaking, having unplanned
sex without protection or forget-
ting to take their birth control).  

“EC Pharmacy Programs are
being embraced by pharmacies,
healthcare providers and con-
sumers, in urban, rural and remote
areas of the state,” said Jane
Boggess, Ph.D., director of the

Pharmacy Access Partnership in
California, where the program is
currently in place. “Reducing rates
for unintended pregnancy is an
important public health priority for
California. Improved access to
emergency contraception could pre-
vent half of all unintended preg-
nancies and greatly reduce the
number of abortions performed
each year.”

EC will not work if a woman is
already pregnant, and it is not the
same as RU-486—which is some-
times called the “abortion pill.”  

For more information, visit
www.EC-Help.org or call 1-800-
323-1336.

Helping Women Control Their Health

A new program gives women
easier  access to healthcare
professionals.

✁
Note to Editors: The EC Pharmacy Program is available in Alaska, California,
and Washington, and soon will be available in New Mexico.

(NAPSA)—New chemistry has
made hair relaxers safer, with for-
mulas that contain no lye, and
which can be used on fine,
medium and coarse hair. One
example is the DAX Relax Hair
Care System from Imperial DAX.
This no lye creme relaxer is avail-
able in both Regular and Super
strength versions—and works in
just 13 to 15 minutes on fine hair
and up to 25 minutes on coarse
hair. To learn more, visit www.
imperialdax.com or call toll free
866-329-9297.

Business reports burst with
good-looking pictures and graph-
ics and well-placed charts. Pre-
sentations pop with color. Word
processing documents come alive
with critical sections highlighted
in varying hues. Spreadsheets
are made clearer with the most
vital statistics in a vibrant color.
Sales and marketing collateral
are printed in small runs, rather
than sent out for professional
reproduction. Any way you slice
it, adding a color laser printer to
your office equipment fleet can
be a sound investment for your

business. For more information
about color laser printers, visit
www.lexmark.com.

The United States Postal Ser-
vice’s Click-N-Ship service brings
the post office to you. Mailing
packages with online shipping
labels is as convenient as your
neighborhood mailbox when you
use PC Postage service and Click-
N-Ship. When you register and
pay online with your credit card,
these domestic pieces can be
dropped in collection boxes or
handed to your letter carrier. You
can learn more about this and
other services at www.usps.com.

***

Outside a dog, a book is man’s
best friend. Inside a dog it’s too
dark to read.

—Groucho Marx
***

***

Never be haughty to the hum-
ble; never be humble to the
haughty.

—Jefferson Davis
***

***
All a man can betray is his con-
science.

—Joseph Conrad
***




