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Say “Eye Care”To 
The Senior in Your Life—

Encourage Annual Eye Exams
(NAPSA)—Blurred faces, wavy

lines or difficulty distinguishing
colors may seem like inevitable
signs of aging for your parents,
but what if the changes are signs
of a more serious age-related eye
disease such as macular degenera-
tion, glaucoma or cataracts?  

The lesser known of these dis-
eases, macular degeneration—
known as age-related macular
degeneration or AMD—is the
leading cause of blindness for peo-
ple over the age of 50, yet two-
thirds of Americans are not famil-
iar with the disease. It affects
approximately 25-30 million peo-
ple worldwide and causes loss of
central vision—which affects nor-
mal everyday activities like recog-
nizing faces and driving a car—
sometimes in as short as six
months.

Although Americans are get-
ting better at realizing the
importance of eye exams, only
four percent of Americans over
45 asked for a test for macular
degeneration during their last
visit to the eye doctor. 

Family members can help the
senior in their life by:

• Encouraging them to learn
what happens to vision as they get
older

• Encouraging discussions
about fears and concerns associ-
ated with vision changes 

• Saying “I care” enough about
your “eye care” to make sure you
get your eyes examined annually

For more information about
macular  degenerat ion,  v is i t
www.amdfacts.com or call 800-
AMD-4636.

(NAPSA)—The thrill of inter-
collegiate competition: competi-
tors executing strategic maneu-
vers on the playing field as the
clock ticks down.

Another football Saturday? No,
this is the yearly International
Design Competition (IDC), and
the competitors are laundry bas-
ket-sized robots built by seven
student teams from major univer-
sities from around the world.

Is it the roughhouse mayhem of
“Battlebots?” 

No, these are designed for
agility and dexterity in perform-
ing constructive tasks. Like the
more famous dueling machines,
however, they suggest that robots
have emerged from science fiction
to increasingly become part of our
everyday world.

“You might someday have your
dinners prepared by descendants
of the robots in this competition,”
said Dr. John Williams, professor
of civil and environmental engi-
neering at MIT and director of its
Intelligent Engineering Systems
lab. “The ingenuity shown here is
just an indicator of the growing
interest in robots and even in
building them.”

In its 12th year, the IDC is pat-
terned after a robot-design contest
created 30 years ago at Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology as a
creativity and design exercise for
mechanical engineering students.

In this year’s competition, held
in August at MIT, each team had
two weeks to build a working
robot from identical kits of miscel-
laneous parts. The remote-con-
trolled robots then compete one on
one on a playing surface. The win-
ning bot is the one to swing a pen-
dulum most and put the most
balls and hockey pucks into a bin
within 45 seconds.

Even for some of the world’s
top engineering students, turning
a box of garage clutter into a func-

tioning robot requires help. At this
year's competition, each team was
provided two Tablet PCs, notepad-
sized mobile computers, slated for
public availability in fall 2002,
that can use a pen-like stylus
directly on the computer screen. 

Rather than being tied to a
desktop PC, teams could carry
their project computer anywhere
they were working, and sketch
design ideas, notes or calculations
directly into the computer—no
paper needed. Then teams could
use wireless e-mail to share and
collaborate on their work between
the two Tablet PCs.

While IDC teams used proto-
type models, the Tablet PC—
which runs a specialized version
of Microsoft Windows XP Profes-
sional—is planned for full public
availability in November 2002.

For more information about
this year ’s IDC, please visit
http://pergatory.mit.edu/idc.

Robots In Our Lives

Students (L to R) Julien Bar-
rier from France, Martin Jonikas
of the United States and Alexan-
dre Takeshi Ushima from Brazil
collaborate on a Microsoft Tablet
PC to build a robot during MIT’s
RobotWorld challenge.

(NAPSA)—Whether you are for
or against school vouchers, this
article will help clear up many of
the myths and misperceptions sur-
rounding the issue. The series
begins with a brief on the recent
Supreme Court ruling upholding
the constitutionality of the Cleve-
land voucher program. 

While voucher opponents have
long contended that publicly
funded vouchers are unconstitu-
tional, the first case squarely pos-
ing the constitutional question
reached the U.S. Supreme Court
in the 2001 term. On June 27,
2002, the High Court handed
down its opinion in Zelman v. Sim-
mons-Harris, upholding the consti-
tutionality of Cleveland’s voucher
program against the claim that it
violated the Establishment Clause
of the First Amendment. 

A Program of True Private
Choice

Writing for the Court’s major-
ity, Chief Justice William Rehn-
quist placed the Cleveland ruling
in a line of cases reaching back to
1983, drawing a distinction
between “Government programs
that provide aid directly to reli-
gious schools...and programs of
true private choice, in which gov-
ernment aid reaches religious
schools only as a result of the gen-
uine and independent choices of
private individuals.”

Neutral Toward Religion
The Cleveland voucher pro-

gram, the Court ruled, “is neutral
in all respects toward religion, and
is part of Ohio’s general and multi-
faceted undertaking to provide
educational opportunities to chil-
dren in a failed school district. The
only preference in the program is
for low-income families, who
receive greater assistance and
have priority for admission. No
reasonable observer would think a
neutral program of private choice
carries with it the imprimatur of
government endorsement.”

Satisfies Constitutional 
Concerns

The Court noted that Cleve-

land public schools had been
placed under state control in 1995
for failing “to meet any of the
state’s 18 standards for minimal
acceptable performance.”

In dissent, Justice John Paul
Stevens argued that the Court
ought to give public school reform
efforts more time to take effect
before “relying on Cleveland’s edu-
cational crisis as a reason for
state financed religious educa-
tion.” Justice Clarence Thomas
countered that “Converting the
14th Amendment from a guaran-
tee of opportunity to an obstacle
against education reform distorts
our constitutional values and dis-
serves those in greatest need.”

The Court’s Cleveland ruling
clears the constitutional cloud
under which voucher programs
have operated since their incep-
tion, recognizing that a program
that is truly neutral between pri-
vate, public and religious school
choice, in which students’ school
attendance is determined by the
independent choice of individual
parents, does not offend, and in
fact enhances, the spirit of the
U.S. Constitution.

More information about this
issue is available by visiting the
Milton and Rose D. Friedman
F o u n d a t i o n  We b  s i t e  a t
www.friedmanfoundation.org. 

School Choice Is Constitutional

Many feel the Court’s ruling
on publicly funded vouchers
enhances the spirit of the U.S.
Constitution.

(NAPSA)—Children have enjoyed
foot-propelled scooters for decades,
and today’s scooters—with their sleek
designs and fast wheels—have made
a comeback in popularity. But these
so-called toys are not as harmless as
they may seem.

“Today’s scooters go very fast,
so the possibility of a child losing
control greatly increases,” said
Greg Walker, M.D., of the Ameri-
can College of Emergency Physi-
cians (ACEP). “Any sort of device
that puts children on wheels and
allows them to move quickly sets
them up for injury.”

Each year, thousands of chil-
dren under age 15 are rushed to
the emergency department with
scooter-related injuries and the
numbers are on the rise. The good
news is that the majority of these
injuries are preventable if safety
measures are followed.

ACEP provides the following
tips on scooter safety to help pre-
vent serious injury to your child:

• Parents should inspect scoot-
ers closely for any loose parts or
design flaws before allowing a
child to ride.

• Scooter-riders should wear a
helmet along with knee and elbow
pads.

• Children are advised not to
wear wrist guards because they
may impair their ability to steer
the scooter sufficiently.

• Only allow children to ride
scooters after they have demon-
strated good judgment, strength

and coordination.
• Children younger than age 8

should only ride scooters when
supervised by an adult. This age
group accounts for one-fourth of all
scooter-related injuries.

• Scooters should only be rid-
den on smooth, paved surfaces and
away from any traffic. Avoid
streets and surfaces with water,
sand, gravel or dirt.

• Scooters should only be rid-
den during daylight hours.

For more information on health
and safety topics, visit www.ACEP.
org.

Teaching Kids Scooter Safety
Advice from the American College of Emergency Physicians

Require your child to wear a
helmet whenever riding a scooter.
Helmets reduce the risk of head
injury by as much as 85 percent.

(NAPSA)—Union Pacific (UP)
was formed when President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed the Pacific
Railroad Act on July 1, 1862, say-
ing the railroad had to be built “not
only as a military necessity, but as
a means of holding the Pacific
Coast to the Union.” Today, the
company ships everything from
food and grain to coals and chemi-
cals. It is the largest railroad in
North America with 48,000
employees, 33,000 miles of track in
23 states, moving nine million car-
loads of goods every year.

A travel protection policy is a
combination of travel insurance
and 24-hour emergency assis-
tance services designed to give
peace of mind to people planning
a tour or cruise, a soft adventure
trip or even a stay at the beach.
Access America has recognized a
sharp increase in the percentage
of American travelers who are
protecting their vacation invest-
ment and their own well-being
while on the road. Further infor-
mation about travel protection is
available at travel agents
throughout the United States, by
calling 800-284-8300 or at
www.accessamerica.com. 

Why is treated wood seen to
outperform the alternatives?
Because preservatives in the

wood extend the life of the struc-
ture from just a few years to
decades. The preservative CCA,
or chromated copper arsenate,
has been proven safe and effective
for almost 70 years, and now a
new generation of wood preserva-
tives is taking its place for many
residential uses. The wood preser-
vative industry has invested sig-
nificant effort and resources in
developing, refining and perfect-
ing this new generation of prod-
ucts that will continue to provide
homeowners with strong, sturdy
and stable structures. Like CCA,
the new preservatives have been
studied extensively and approved
for use in consumer products by
the Environmental Protection
Agency. So consumers can expect
an uninterrupted supply of fine-
quality building materials that
can stand the test of time. 

***
I’ve always suspected that cats
see beyond our pretenses and
affectations, cataloging human
behavior with humorless pre-
cision, unswayed in their final
estimate by charm, affection, or
choice cuts of meat.

—Carolyn Hart
***

***
No man who is occupied in
doing a very difficult thing, and
doing it very well, ever loses his
self-respect.

—George Bernard Shaw
***

***
Know first who you are; and
then adorn yourself accordingly.

—Epictetus
***




