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(NAPSA)—When Olympic free-
style skiing champion Jonny 
Moseley—and a few thousand
other athletes from countries large
and small throughout the world—
glance at the 2002 Winter Olympic
Games scoreboard in Salt Lake
City, they could find their fates
sealed by two-tenths of a second, or
less. Fractions of seconds—less
time than it takes to blink—are
what make medals.

Literally hundreds of millions
of spectators and viewers will be
glued to the events of the 2002
Winter Olympic Games. As ath-
letes, judges, journalists and view-
ers around the globe watch, they
will rely on the timely and accu-
rate delivery of scores, times and
rankings. Your average viewer at
home in Helsinki, Finland, or
Hell’s Kitchen, won’t ever know or
care about the technology behind
the scenes that provides them
with this information. But they
will certainly know if something
goes wrong: After all, “scoring”
isn’t just the delivery of statistics;
it’s compiling, delivering, analyz-
ing and distributing data from
multiple venues and multiple
sources into real-time informa-
tion. No matter how complex it
may sound, everyone can under-
stand its importance.

SchlumbergerSema (Sema), the
company providing the technology
for the 2002 Olympic Games, cre-
ated a consortium of 15 of the
biggest names in technology to
build a bulletproof system worthy

of this international event. Each
consortium member was asked to
provide a piece of the computer
network with the goal of creating a
fail-proof and cost-effective system.

IT PartsHouse, based in Dallas,
Texas, was one of the companies
recruited to help Schlumberg-
erSema. “We have a low-profile yet
critical role, which is to ensure that
all the different pieces of the tech-
nology puzzle work together,” said
Gregory Maisel, director of busi-
ness strategy for IT PartsHouse.
“Our task is to provide the under-
lying software glue that allows
SchlumbergerSema to see and
manage how the complete tech-
nology infrastructure is perform-
ing. These are the Olympic
Games and we needed the best
network management solution
out there. That turns out to be a
software product called HP Open-
View from Hewlett-Packard.” 

“Like a cockpit in a jet, central-
ized information and control is
vital to a successful flight. You can
imagine reliability in an aircraft
with no compass, no gauges indi-
cating fuel status or loss of
hydraulic pressure, and no controls
for the pilot to manipulate. HP
OpenView provides that same kind
of information and control for the
Olympic IT environment,” he said. 

The bottom line: Requirements
are for absolute precision and
accuracy; just as in the Olympics,
in this game, there’s no room for
error. Just ask Jonny Moseley—or
that guy in Helsinki, Finland.

Keeping Score:The Technology That Runs The Olympics
by Bonner R. Cohen

(NAPSA)—Can there ever be a
time when safe will equal sorry?
That may be the case if European
bureaucrats and American envi-
ronmental activists ignore the
achievements of modern science
and technology.

They have embraced a doctrine
fundamentally at odds with com-
mon sense. It’s known as the “pre-
cautionary principle.” At first
glance, it would seem to suggest
little more than “look before you
leap” or “better safe than sorry.” 

Yet as cattlemen, biotechnology
companies and manufacturers of
medical devices are finding out, the
precautionary principle is a lethal
weapon aimed at today ’s most
innovative products and promising
scientific breakthroughs. 

The Science and Environmen-
tal Health Network, a North
Dakota-based activist group, is
one of many environmental orga-
nizations that define the precau-
tionary principle as follows: 

“When an activity raises threats
of harm to the environment or
human health, precautionary mea-
sures should be taken even if some
cause-and-effect relationships are
not fully established scientifically.” 

The precautionary principle
opens the door to a world in which
conjecture becomes the driving
force behind health and safety
regulations. 

Nothing in life is risk-free;
everything we do involves trade-
offs. We have come to take elec-
tricity for granted, recognizing
how it has made life more com-
fortable—and safer—than our dis-
tant ancestors could ever have
imagined. Had the precautionary
principle been in force when it
came along, it’s doubtful electric-
ity would ever have surmounted
its regulatory hurdles. 

In Europe, the precautionary
principle is already being used to
justify the European Commis-

sion’s decision to bar the import of
North American beef from cattle
fed with growth hormones. 

The EC’s hostility to agricul-
tural biotechnology could one day
deny food to the world’s hungry. 

In this country, Health Care
Without Harm has launched a
nationwide campaign against
medical devices such as blood
bags, transfusion equipment, and
intravenous tubing and bags. 

The group claims that the
chemicals used to make the bags
and tubes softer, could leach into
patients—even though they can’t
document a single case of a pa-
tient’s being injured in this man-
ner. In fact, the targeted devices
have been used safely by hospitals
for 40 years. 

These groups are now pushing
for adoption of the precautionary
principle at the state level.
Efforts are already underway in
Massachusetts, Minnesota, and
New Hampshire. 

Unfortunately, when specula-
tion trumps science, the public
can only lose. 

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.heartland.org.

Bonner R. Cohen is a senior fel-
low at the Lexington Institute in
Arlington, Virginia. 

Asking Science To Take A Backseat To Emotion

The precautionary principle
opens the door to a world in
which conjecture defines health
and safety regulations.

The Best Ways To
Buy Stock

(NAPSA)—When choosing a
brokerage firm, it may pay to take
stock in advice from the experts.
Try these tips:

• Beware of Inactivity Fees
And Know What You Are Paying
For—Some brokers charge you for
NOT using your account and some
charge large amounts of money to
conduct individual trades.

• Value Customer Service—It’s
important to have access to your
broker during business hours. The
brokerage company Scottrade, for
example, lets customers establish
relationships with their brokers
and makes sure brokers are avail-
able to investors throughout the
business day.

• Get Help With Homework,
Fast—Information and speed are
keys to smart investing. Online
brokerages should include market
information to help customers
make more informed decisions and
the technology to conduct quick
trades, once a choice has been
made.

• Surf Easily And Safely—Good
brokerages should protect your
account information and have sites
that are easy to navigate. Any
online brokerage should always
have its privacy policy clearly
stated on its home page.

For more information, visit
www.scottrade.com.

When choosing a brokerage,
investors should seek to reduce
their fees and get safe, sound,
fast advice.

(NAPSA)—To further the scien-
tific community’s knowledge and
understanding of the unique prop-
erties of the hair and skin of all
Americans, a new Institute for
Ethnic Hair and Skin Research
has been established by L’Oréal.

At the head of this first-of-its-
kind research center is Dr. Victo-
ria Holloway, a board certified
dermatologist who earned her
bachelor ’s degree in biology from
Harvard; graduated cum laude
Yale University School of Medi-
cine; studied internal medicine at
Massachusetts General Hospital;
served as a resident and chief res-
ident in dermatology at Yale and
earned a master’s degree from the
Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene
and Public Health.

As director of the Institute, she
is responsible for ensuring that its
research findings will be benefi-
cial to the scientific community
and to consumers. 

Recently, Dr. Holloway orga-
nized the Institute’s first interna-
tional symposium on ethnic hair
and skin. Over 170 dermatologists
on staff at medical schools, hospi-
tals and in private practice, as
well as university researchers and
scientists took part. Research
findings on a variety of subjects
were presented, including the
basic structure and function of
ethnic hair and skin, safety and
efficacy issues surrounding ethnic
products, disorders such as hair
loss, and new treatment modali-
ties including laser use in people
of color.

“The goal in hosting the sympo-

sium,” said Dr. Holloway, “was to
further research that advances
our understanding of the unique
properties of the hair and skin of
people of different ethnic back-
grounds. In addition, we hope that
the Institute’s research will edu-
cate healthcare providers and con-
sumers about dermatological, cos-
metic and grooming issues that
affect people of African descent,
and ultimately help improve the
care, products and services they
receive,” she added.

Dr. Holloway hopes to use her
position with the Institute as an
opportunity to serve as a role
model to African-American stu-
dents and young women in medi-
cine and science. 

You can learn more about
L’Oréal’s Women in Science online
at www.loreal.com.

Researchers Seek Skin And Hair Solutions 
For More Americans 

Dozens of dermatologists and
scientists focused discussions
on hair and skin issues unique to
people of African descent.

(NAPSA)—According to experts
at HotJobs.com (www.hotjobs.com)
the problem of sweaty palms dur-
ing a job interview can be avoided.
Wash hands with cool water
directly before the interview. Keep
palms open. Keep a tissue or hand-
kerchief in your pocket to wipe off
the excess sweat.

Gastroesophageal reflux dis-
ease (GERD) occurs when the
lower esophageal sphincter, the
valve that connects the esopha-
gus to the stomach, inappropri-
ately relaxes and allows digestive
acids to reflux, or travel back up
the esophagus. A more serious
form of GERD, called erosive
GERD, occurs when the lining of
the esophagus is damaged from
long-term acid exposure. For
infrequent heartburn, an over-
the-counter remedy may provide
relief. However, for erosive GERD
and its heartburn symptoms,
physicians may prescribe a pro-
ton pump inhibitor (PPI), such as
Aciphex® (rabeprazole sodium),
for effective healing of erosive
GERD and heartburn relief. For
more information, speak to a
healthcare professional or visit

www.aciphex.com.
A flu shot offers the most effec-

tive way to prevent getting
influenza. In fact, Centers for Dis-
ease Control officials urge annual
immunization for anyone who
wants protection from the flu, and
stress vaccination is especially
important for the elderly and
chronically ill, who are at greater
risk of developing serious, poten-
tially fatal complications from
influenza. For more information
on influenza vaccination, contact
your physician or local public
health department, or visit the
CDC and NFID Web site at
www.cdc.gov.

Half the labor force will be
over 40 by the year 2005.

***
The choice of a point of view is
the initial act of a culture.

—José Ortega y Gasset
***

***
To accomplish great things, we
must dream as well as act.

—Anatole France
***




