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(NAPSA)—Rising fuel costs
don’t have to mean putting the
brakes on family road trips. 

Instead, experts suggest simple
tips, such as keeping tires well
inflated and your car well main-
tained, as well as cutting down on
heavy luggage in the vehicle and
driving the speed limit to help you
save fuel. 

It’s also a good idea to plan
your trip out ahead of time to help
you take more direct routes to
destinations—and to help ensure
you see all the sites an area offers.
Families can even find Web sites
dedicated to planning memo-
rable—but fuel-efficient—road
trips all across the country. 

For instance, Goin6.com, from
Motel 6, helps vacation seekers
plan a one-tank trip and use their
hard-earned dollars toward fun
activities and gasoline, rather
than on accommodations. 

Following on the heels of the
recently announced Jazz Jour-
ney, the site’s newest series of
trips takes travelers through his-
toric American sites along the
Eastern Sea board, California
wine country and theme parks,
and some of America’s best-
known national parks. 

The site helps road trippers and
other travelers plan a great trip by
organizing the information in -
cluded on the site into helpful
“Eat,” “Sleep” and “Do” feature
tabs. Each featured journey in -
cludes Motel 6 locations along the
way that provide comfortable and
affordable accommodations that
offer savings of $40 to $60 a night
when compared to mid-scale hotels.

Terrific Trips
The site’s highlighted national

park trips include tours through
Bryce Canyon National Park,
Grand Canyon National Park,
Zion National Park and more.
Travelers are guided through
canyons, lakes, trails and moun-
tain peaks and directed toward
highlights and activities in and
around each of these parks, in -
cluding hiking, rock climbing and
whitewater rafting.

Other trips include stops in
Philadelphia, Washington, D.C.,
Virginia and Maryland; an explo-
ration of Southern California’s
theme parks with stops at Magic
Mountain, Universal Studios, Dis-
neyland, SeaWorld and many
more.

For more information, visit
www.goin6.com. 

Mapping Out Affordable Road Trips

The Web can help people plan
affordable road trips that are fuel
efficient and fun. 

(NAPSA)—Small -business
owners today have access to a
number of affordable and easy-to-
use technologies to help their
businesses run smoothly, but
many entrepreneurs often over-
look a critical issue—keeping
their vital data secure.

According to a recent survey
conducted by ConStat,* 80 percent
of small-business technology deci-
sion-makers feel that preventing
data loss is important to their
business, ranking it in their top
three of six technology concerns.
Yet, out of the top seven technol-
ogy investments small-business
technology decision-makers are
likely to make, data security
ranked only fifth among overall
technology budget priorities.

Many small-business owners
say they just don’t have the time,
budget or the understanding of IT
to implement comprehensive secu-
rity solutions. This does not take
into account, however, the conse-
quences of losing confidential
business, customer and employee
information to a virus or hacker—
which can result in lost time and
money spent trying to recover it.

Consider this—up until a few
years ago, small-business owner
Victor Lozano was still writing
down reservations on the back of a
napkin for his tourism company,
Dolphin Excursions. After his
business started to take off,
Lozano realized he needed a safe
and efficient way to manage infor-
mation, so he took security mat-
ters into his own hands.

“Security for our computer sys-
tem is extremely important. We
have customer data, and credit
card, financial and contact infor-
mation; I can’t have anybody
hacking into that system. We need
to protect ourselves and our cus-
tomers,” Lozano said.

Lozano implemented Windows
Live OneCare, an all-in-one PC
care solution with powerful pro-
tection and simple PC mainte-
nance for consumers and small
businesses. The program makes it
easier for him to manage multiple
PCs with options for data backup
and enhanced security across a
business. In addition to network,
Internet and Wi-Fi management,
OneCare automatically identifies
applications that may slow down
or threaten a system’s perfor -
mance level, recommends a solu-
tion and provides a full report
upon request.

“I now have peace of mind,”
Lozano said.

Having peace of mind is some-
thing all small businesses de -
serve. Implementing a new secu-
rity program can be a quick,
simple and affordable process,
requiring as little as three steps
toward helping ensure that data
is kept secure:

1. Security. Regularly run
antivirus, antispyware and firewall
features to help protect your com-
puters from viruses, spyware,
worms, Trojan horses, hackers and
other threats. Also, be sure to limit
Internet activity to only trustwor-
thy and reliable Web sites.

2. Backup. Be sure to regu-
larly back up your data to prevent
corruption or loss of important
company information, financials
and customer data. Seventy per-
cent of small businesses ranked
ensuring computer and network
security among their top three
concerns out of six, along with
preventing data loss and network-
ing capabilities.

3. Stay updated. Think about
updating your operating system.
Some small businesses noted that
incompatibility with existing
infrastructure seems to be a bar-
rier to implementing new security
solutions. By deploying the latest
security-enhanced programs, your
small business will significantly
reduce vulnerabilities and can
realize increased performance
benefits. Consider purchasing
software through a volume licens-
ing program, which can save you
money and provide additional
support for businesses with more
than five computers.

As small businesses make
proactive security part of their IT
plans, it’s important to remember
that there are easy and cost-ef -
fective ways to help keep your
technology secure. For more tips,
visit Microsoft Corp.’s security
guidance center at http://www.
microsoft.com/smallbusiness.

*Study conducted by ConStat Inc.
(http://www.constat.com) among 200
technology decision-makers in busi-
nesses with five to 49 employees. Sam-
ple provided by e-Rewards, Inc. online
research panel (http://www.e-rewards.
com/researchers). 

Small Businesses Need To Be More Savvy Against Security Threats
Enhanced, Easy-To-Use Solutions Can Help Protect Data To Provide Peace Of Mind For Businesses

(NAPSA)—If the right vacation
picture is worth a thousand
words, what’s it worth in HD?

It’s a question armchair pho-
tographers will be answering
more and more as a wave of high-
definition digital cameras hits the
road with vacationers.

Like their predecessors, HD
cameras come with such user-
friendly features as red-eye reduc-
tion, auto playback and video
capabilities. Unlike their prede-
cessors, though, they’re specifi-
cally designed to allow you to view
your photos and videos in true
high-def on an HDTV.

Choosing Cameras
About 131 million digital cam-

eras were shipped worldwide last
year, according to research firm
IDC, and the newest HD models
are already among the hottest this
year. Here’s a look at some of the
best:

• Vivid Videos—Aspiring
filmmakers can shoot the family
vacation in high-def with Sam-
sung’s compact SC-HMX20C. The
camcorder captures 90 minutes of
action using 8GB of internal mem-
ory—meaning no memory card or
tape is required. A really cool
super slow-motion mode can also
add a unique touch to your videos.
Plus, an easy-to-use HDMI dock-
ing station lets you watch videos
on your HDTV when you get
home—while also recharging the
camcorder’s battery.  

• Two In One—Vacationers
who don’t want to pack both a
camcorder and a digital camera
need to check out Samsung’s
NV24HD. This camera offers the
best of both worlds—it can cap-

ture 10.1 megapixel pics and
record high-def video. It’s also got
an ultra-wide 24mm lens for
group and landscape shots and a
3.6x optical zoom for extreme
close-ups. An optional HDMI
docking station is also available.

Postcard-Perfect Pics
Of course, even if you’re using

the latest high-def camera, a few
photo basics can help improve
your vacation shots.

Remember to choose back-
grounds wisely, as too much action
distracts the eye from the photo’s
focus. Also, use your flash for all
outdoor shots, even during the
day, since doing so helps keep
shadows off your subject’s face.

And finally, familiarize yourself
with your camera before taking
your trip. It’s the best way to take
advantage of all the cool features
it offers—and to capture the best
vacation shots.

For more information, visit
www.samsung.com.

Vacation Photos Go High-Def

High-definition digital cameras
let vacationers snap postcard-
worthy shots.

(NAPSA)—While over the past
several years hurricanes have
been growing stronger and more
destructive, you can protect your-
self and your family. The edgier
weather patterns and the associ-
ated losses have led to an explo-
ration of the benefits of manda-
tory flood insurance for everyone,
according to chartered property
casualty underwriters. 

Downpour
Researching recent cata-

strophic hurricanes, Greg Nelson,
CPCU, discov-
ered that flood-
related losses
have been so
high that the
federal govern-
ment’s National
Flood Insurance
Program is
struggling to

keep rates affordable. That’s bad
news, considering that the
Atlantic Ocean has just started a
cycle of heightened activity that
could last 40 years, according to
the National Hurricane Center.
And while flooding occurs in all 50
states, more Americans are gravi-
tating to coastal, hurricane- and
flood-prone communities. 

Dollar For Dollar
Making flood insurance man -

datory is a “pay-me-now or pay-
me-later” proposition, according to
Nelson. If you “pay me now,” the
extra cost added to a traditional
property/casualty policy may be as
little as $5 to $10 a year. Paying
later will cost a whole lot more.

For instance, FEMA needed a $20
billion bailout to pay all the Hur-
ricane Katrina claims. It may be
true that most people will never
use flood insurance, but having it
is a security blanket in the rare
event that you need it.

“So do you want a system
where everyone is paying for the
few who get covered or a system
where everyone chips in less and
everyone is covered?” says Nelson,
who has 30 years’ experience writ-
ing property/casualty insurance
policies.

The Plan
A mandatory flood program

would work with private insurers
collecting premiums and taking
enough to cover administrative
costs. The rest of the money would
go into a federal flood fund. Con-
gress has begun preliminary dis-
cussions about a national cata-
strophic insurance program that
would include mandatory flood
coverage.

“The whole argument is, spread
the risk over everyone because it
will be cheaper than the way it is
now,” he says. “It is a more reason-
able and practical way to do it.” 

You can learn more about flood
insurance by contacting a CPCU
Society agent or by visiting
www.cpcusociety.org and access-
ing the Agent & Broker Locator.

Making Flood Insurance Affordable

A mandatory flood program would work 
with private insurers collecting premiums 

and taking enough to cover
administrative costs. 

(NAPSA)—Fizz Ed is an all-nat-
ural fruit juice and sparkling water
beverage from Apple & Eve that’s
a healthy alternative to traditional
sodas on the market. To learn more,
including complete nutritional infor-
mation, visit www.appleandeve.com.

**  **  **
With a Masterbuilt Digital

Electric Smok ehouse, you can
turn out foods that may taste bet-
ter than anything on a restaurant
menu and with very little effort.
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