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(NAPSA)—Legends aren’t just
born on the field of play, they’re
made in parking lots as well. With
the kickoff of tailgating season,
rookie and pro grillers everywhere
will head to the big game with a
shared mission: to grill the best
tailgate spread, period.

“For many football fans, tail-
gating can be just as exciting, and
even more fun, than the game
itself,” said Jamie Purviance,
acclaimed chef and best-selling
author of three cookbooks, includ-
ing the new Weber’s Real Grilling
cookbook. “But the key to great-
ness is preparation, portability
and practice, practice, practice!”

So before you “suit up,” study
these tailgating tips from Weber
so you’ll be in top form for game
day.   

Do your warm-ups. Players
don’t step on the field cold and
neither should you. Make sure to
preheat your grill before you cook.
After you’ve lit the fire, shut the
lid and let it heat for 10 minutes. 

Act like you’ve been there
before. Vince Lombardi said it
about the end zone but it applies to
the grill zone, too. Be professional.
Just like the pros, a great griller
should have a “game face.” Trans-
lation: No crazy flips in either
zone. As a general rule, most foods
need to be turned just once.  

Don’t give away the game
plan. Some grillers telegraph
their plays to the defense by
grilling with the lid up. Don’t be
that guy. Keep the lid down—it
reduces the chances of flare-ups
and allows your food to cook faster
and more evenly. Use your head,
son: Every time the lid goes up,
heat escapes, meaning you’ll have
to wait even longer for your food. 

Stay hydrated. Remember to
coat your food lightly with oil to
help it brown more evenly and
prevent it from sticking to the
cooking grate. Brush or spray the

oil directly onto your food, not the
cooking grate. You will use less oil
and avoid flare-ups. 

Keep your equipment clean.
Nothing looks messier than a
muddy jersey or a greasy grill.
Brush off your cooking grate regu-
larly and clean out the drip pan
under the grill. 

Scrub before you grub. You
might not be able to wash your
hands with soap and water in the
parking lot, but at least use anti-
bacterial wipes before you handle
food and especially after handling
raw meat, poultry or fish. Use a
clean pair of tongs to remove food
from the grill and never place
cooked food on the platter used to
carry the uncooked food to the
grill. 

Have a plan. Finally, create a
tailgating checklist in advance to
make for easy pregame packing.
Here’s a handy checklist: anti-bac-
terial wipes, disposable aluminum
pans, vegetable or olive oil, nap-
kins, sturdy paper or plastic
plates, plastic cups, eating uten-
sils, tongs, spatulas, grill mitts,
an apron, cutting boards, ice,
condiments and seasonings, plas-
tic food containers (pack separate
ones for raw food and for left-
overs), trash bags, water, a folding
table and folding chairs. Oh, and a
grill, too! Now that you’re pre-

pared, get out there and prac-
tice—and grill like you mean it.

Ready for the big game? Try
this tempting recipe from Weber’s
Real Grilling cookbook:

Cheeseburger of Champions

Prep time: 10 minutes
Grilling time: 8 to 10 minutes

11⁄2 pounds ground chuck (80%
lean)

1 tablespoon ketchup
1 teaspoon dried basil
1⁄2 teaspoon dried thyme
1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt
1⁄2 teaspoon Worcestershire

sauce
1⁄2 teaspoon Tabasco® sauce
1⁄4 teaspoon freshly ground

black pepper
4 thin slices Monterey Jack

cheese
4 hamburger buns
4 lettuce leaves
4 tomato slices

1. In a medium bowl, using
your hands, gently combine the
ground chuck with the ket-
chup, basil, thyme, salt, Worces-
tershire, Tabasco, and pepper.
Gently shape into 4 patties,
each about 3⁄4 inch thick.

2. Grill the patties over
Direct High heat until medium,
8 to 10 minutes, turning once.
During the last minute of
grilling, place a slice of cheese
on each patty to melt, and grill
the hamburger buns, cut side
down, until toasted. Assemble
the cheeseburgers with lettuce,
tomato and ketchup and/or
mustard, if desired. Serve
warm. 

Makes 4 servings.

For all the tailgating tips, as
wel l  as  winning  rec ipes  for
your next tailgate party, visit
www.weber.com/tailgating.    

Score A Touchdown With Tailgating Tips From The Pros

The Cheeseburger of Champions
is a winner for tailgaters.

(NAPSA)—You can’t always
believe what you see. It’s true.
While a home can impress you
with the rustic charm of cedar-
style shingles, you may be sur-
prised to find that those shingles
aren’t actually made of wood. 

Increasingly, homeowners are
choosing siding made of high per-
forming low-maintenance materials
that have the natural appeal of
authentic wood. The trend stems
from the desire to create classic
curb appeal without constant
upkeep. After all, more singles and
two-income families are buying and
keeping homes than at any other
time in history. Who has time to
maintain wood shingles? Consider
the following reasons why people
are opting for classic-style siding
constructed of modern materials:

• Customization. Siding
manufacturers have expanded
their repertoire of siding shapes
and accents, allowing homeowners
more options for creating the spe-
cific look they’re after. New shape
styles, from shakes to half-round
shingles, are now made to suit the

look a historic or new old-style
house calls for. 

• Character. Many homeown-
ers want to preserve the tradi-
tional look of their homes, and
polymer siding can help them do
just that. For instance, the popu-
lar Cedar Impressions® line of
polymer siding by CertainTeed is
molded from real cedar shingles to
capture the authentic shingle tex-
ture and size. Beyond their aes-
thetic appeal however, these
molded shingles will endure the
elements, whereas wood can
break down over time.

• Cost. New siding such as
Cedar Impressions can cost about
40 percent less to install and
maintain over the course of 20
years compared to cedar shingles.
While it gives the natural appear-
ance of wood, this siding doesn’t
need painting and won’t rot, twist
or streak like cedar shingles. And
that’s often the bottom line.

For more information on poly-
mer siding, visit the CertainTeed
Web site at www.certainteed.com
or call 800-782-8777.

Cedar-Style Siding Shapes Curb Appeal

Some of the latest styles in modern siding are molded from real cedar
shingles for an authentic look. 

(NAPSA)—Picture this: You’re
watching your favorite new show.
What are the top 10 things that
would make it all better? Here
they are:

10. Comfy sofa 
9. Extra batteries for the

remote
8. Local pizza and Chinese

delivery on speed dial
7. Your favorite snacks
6. Wine and/or beer 
5. Your favorite gossip magazine
4. Box of tissues
3. DVR
2. Best gal pals
1. Plasma TV
Season premieres are here and

for many consumers it’s time to
review their wish list. With the
ever-increasing number of chan-
nels and endless possibilities of
shows, families are now, more
than ever, gathering around the
living room TV. And with the
increasing availability of high-def-
inition programming, plasma tele-
visions are becoming more desir-
able than ever before.  

For plasma makers, installers
and retailers, it’s their busiest
time of the year. Andrew Nelkin,
Vice President, Display Group at
Panasonic, reports that the num-
ber of plasma sales has increased
70 percent each year since 2003.
In addition, plasma sales dramati-
cally increase during the peak
premiere and awards show sea-
sons. Consumers looking for the
ultimate home theater experience
are looking at plasma displays to
create it. 

Why plasma? “Families are
realizing the value in purchasing a

plasma TV,” says Nelkin. “The pic-
ture quality is superior to anything
else in the market today. Colors
are more vibrant, images move
across the screen more smoothly
and the viewing angles are supe-
rior to those in other televisions.”

Additionally, greens look
greener and blacks are pure black
instead of the grayish hue that
other flat panels show during
dark scenes. The plasma subfield
drive is faster, resulting in
motions appearing smoother. The
resolution is also higher and
appears sharper. Plasma also
allows broader viewing angles,
which means even if you’re not
sitting directly in front of the tele-
vision, your viewing experience
doesn’t change—so when your
friends are gathered to preview
the new season, everyone will be
seeing a beautiful picture.

Many now feel that plasma
TVs provide the ultimate viewing
experience. To learn more, visit
www.panasonic.com.

Top 10 Things You Need During TV Premieres

A BETTER ANGLE—With plasma,
even if you’re not sitting directly
in front of the TV, your viewing
experience doesn’t change. 

(NAPSA)—Many financial
advisors would agree that the
basis of a good financial plan is
life insurance. The need to pre-
pare financially in the event of
an unexpected death is univer-
sal. However, the financial needs
of a family with young children
and a large amount of debt are
vastly different from those of a
couple of empty-nesters looking
forward to retirement. 

Universal life insurance is a
type of life insurance that
addresses a wide variety of finan-
cial needs in addition to providing
protection of a death benefit. 

“Generally speaking, universal
life insurance provides policyown-
ers with a death benefit, flexibility
with how and when they pay their
premiums and a way to accumu-
late cash,” said Mutual of Omaha
Vice President Andy Hutchison.  

Some universal life insurance
policies emphasize guarantees in
order to provide policyowners with
additional security. Examples of
such guarantees include:

• A guaranteed death benefit.
This will ensure your family is
secure in the event of a death.

• Guaranteed premiums. This
feature is ideal if you’re worried
about whether you will be able to
afford premiums that increase as
you age.

• The ability to choose your
coverage period. Some universal
life products offer a feature that
allows you to shorten the length of
time for which the coverage is
guaranteed and lower your premi-
ums accordingly. This can make

your premiums more affordable.
For example, if given your family
history you think it’s not likely
that you will live to age 100, you
can choose to pay premiums based
on coverage to age 90.

With other universal life insur-
ance policies, their ability to build
cash value make them appealing. 

“The beauty of many universal
life insurance policies is that they
offer a death benefit plus they
accumulate cash value that grows
tax free,” Hutchison said. “If you
are concerned about having
enough money to maintain your
lifestyle, you can use the cash
value to generate an income
stream during retirement.”

Some universal life insurance
policies also offer a wash loan fea-
ture, which allows you to take
interest-free loans from the cash
value without incurring a tax hit.
The loans can be used to fund
expenses such as college tuition or
a mortgage payoff. 

For more information, visit
www.mutualofomaha.com.

One Policy Does Not Fit All
Explore Options For Universal Life Insurance

Vacationers should remember
exposure to ultraviolet rays rises
with elevation and nearness to
the equator.

Future president Franklin D.
Roosevelt spent much of his
youth summering at Campobello
Island in New Brunswick,
Canada. His cottage is now part
of a joint Canadian-American
international park.




