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(NAPSA)—We’ve become a ca-
sual nation. We wear sweats out
to dinner and send e-mails instead
of thank you notes. The proverbial
pendulum, however, seems to be
swinging back to more refined
ways. Many companies have abol-
ished casual Fridays, the inter-
view suit is making a comeback
and the clothes in stores are actu-
ally polished, sophisticated and,
dare we say it,—glamorous. For
many, this fashion phenomenon
can be daunting. So, here are a
few tips to make this season your
most stunning ever:

• An Ode To The Little
Black Dress: Audrey Hepburn
has made it a wardrobe staple—
the pristine, elegant outfit. But for
most of us, this “perfect” outfit has
been hanging neglected in our
closets. Well it’s time to drag it out
again. If you prefer to spring for
something new, there are many
feminine and flattering silhou-
ettes available. To the knee or
slightly above is the most classic
length that conveys femininity
and elegance.

• See Red: Lipstick that is.
This classic, glamour girl color
will give you an instant shot of
chic. Those with cool or pinky
complexions look best in reds with
bluish undertones, while golden-
based skin tones come alive with
reds that have a dash of orange in
them. Carefully blot excess color
with a tissue (red smeared teeth
are a definite fashion don’t) and
you’re good to go. 

• It’s A Shoe In: Ask any fash-
ionista and she’ll tell you: “It’s all
about the shoes.” Sky-high ankle
strap sandals or sexy 1940s plat-
form open-toed sling backs are defi-
nitely the way to go this season.
Don’t worry about shivering
through a frosty night barelegged
(as we’ve insanely done for so many
years). Brightly colored and shiny
black tights are “in” once again.

• Don’t Be Afraid to Shine:
Chandelier earrings are all this
season and perhaps nothing is as

glamorous. They can be as long
and wide as you dare unless you
are wearing a turtleneck—in
which case you want to go shorter
and slimmer to prevent that unat-
tractive “no neck” look. 

• Get Inspired: If being a
glamour girl seems like way too
much work, simply follow your
nose. A host of classic, gorgeous
scents are making a comeback
and replacing the sheer sporty
fragrances that have dominated
the last few years. Wearing one of
these sensual and feminine scents
will definitely put you in a “dress
up” mood. For example, 1940s
couturier Nina Ricci’s L’Air du
Temps, is a bouquet of heady flow-
ers, including jasmine, violet, Flo-
rentine iris, oriental rose, neroli,
gardenia, and hyacinth. The origi-
nal scent was housed in an ele-
gant flacon with a dove-shaped
stopper fashioned by Lalique, one
of the finest crystal houses.
Another classic scent to try is Car-
olina Herrera, an exuberant, rich
floral of green aura, jasmine,
tuberose, sandal and amber.
These fragrances will definitely
get you in the mood for a bit of
dress up and glamour.

The Resurgence Of Elegance

Vatican Exhibit Celebrates
Pope John Paul II’s 
25th Anniversary

(NAPSA)—As Pope John Paul
II marks his 25 years as pope, a
year-long celebration of his Silver
Jubilee kicks off in the nation’s
capital with a series of exclusive
Vatican documentary photo ex-
hibits at the Pope John Paul II
Cultural Center. 

The exhibit photographs, many
of which have never been seen
before, were selected from more
than three million photographs in
the archives of L’Osservatore
Romano, the Vatican’s official
newspaper. 

The exhibit series, At the Altar
of the World, takes its title and
theme from Pope John Paul II’s
latest encyclical, Ecclesia de
Eucharistia, illustrating the Holy
Father’s devotion to the Eucharist. 

“The images present a stun-
ning panorama of this extraordi-
nary pontiff and bring to life the
Holy Father’s pastoral ministry,”
said Father G. Michael Bugarin,
executive director of the Pope
John Paul II Cultural Center.
“These rarely seen photographs
give testimony to the role of the
Eucharist in the life of Pope John
Paul II.”

The photo exhibits, which will
run through November 7, 2004,
are the centerpiece of several
events celebrating the Pope’s Sil-
ver Jubilee. 

The rarely seen photos offer a
stunning panorama of an extraor-
dinary pontiff.

(NAPSA)—Good fencing with
secure gates and latches can pro-
vide homeowners with added pro-
tection and security for their
homes and property. To ensure
your fence, gates, and access con-
trols meet today’s standards, con-
sider consulting a fence contractor
that is a member of the American
Fence Association (AFA).

Pedestrian gates provide conve-
nient access to fenced areas of
yards for homeowners, but they
can also provide access to unau-
thorized visitors. New gate hard-
ware options ensure yards remain
safe and secure.

“If you don’t want people to
have unsurpervised access to your
pool or property, a fence with a
self-closing, self-latching gate is a
good choice,” commented Joe
Dagata, an AFA member in
Parma, Ohio.

Today’s gates are better than
ever and offer a growing line of
options to increase security. “The
gate can’t prevent access if it does-
n’t close or latch properly. Now,
self-closing hardware is available
that works like a storm door, with
a pneumatic device. These gates
close automatically, and prevent
people from leaving the gate open
by accident,” Dagata said.

Self-latching gate hardware is
also available. “When the gate is
shut, either a gravity, mechanical,
or a magnetic device can be used to
latch the gate and keep it closed.
The device is installed high on the
gate to prevent children from get-
ting into the enclosed area, but can
be easily opened by adults,”
Dagata explained.

For homeowners who want an
added layer of security, traditional
locks are available that are
opened with a key or combination.
“More sophisticated locking sys-
tems can be installed that are
accessed by entering a code on a
keypad, or even using a card
reader to open the locked gate,”
Dagata said.

As gates have the only move-
able parts on a fence system, they
are exposed to the most wear and
tear. Quality installation is crucial
to ensure the gate’s safety fea-
tures work properly and last a
long time.

AFA contractors have access to
a wide variety of educational and
networking opportunities and are
highly knowledgeable about the
latest gate hardware, access con-
trol devices, building standards,
and up-to-date technology to
assure your fence provides the
safety and security you need.

For more information about
gates, or to find a fence contractor,
v i s i t  w w w. A m e r i c a n F e n c e
Association.com or call (800) 822-
4342.

Good Gates Make Property Safer

A traditional keyed lock adds
security to this gate.

(NAPSA)—Whether your gift
list feels as long as Santa’s or you
are just short on time or ideas,
some savvy online product search
sites can take the stress out of
holiday shopping.

Santa has been an early
adopter of technology for years—
after all, he’s already mastered
traveling around the world in 24
hours—so it’s likely he’s already
using the power of the Internet to
make his shopping faster and
stretch his dollars further. With
new and improved shopping tools
available just in time for the hec-
tic holiday season, this year
should be even easier for Santa
and his helpers.

One of the most powerful and
impressive aspects of shopping
online is the ability to find exactly
what you want, compare prices,
features and merchants quickly
and easily. The Internet is not lim-
ited to the stores in the shopping
mall near you and encompasses all
of the familiar major brands as
well as hundreds of thousands of
independent retailers that may
have the more hard-to-find prod-
ucts you are looking for.  

How do you find the exact toy
truck your nephew wants quickly?
Visit a Web site with product
search capabilities. Many product
search sites today are dedicated to
helping you find the products and
product information you need.

For example, Yahoo!, one of
the original and most popular
search sites, has now introduced
a special  product search
(http://search.yahoo.com/products)
where you can compare prices and
products across a vast majority of
merchants online.  

But once you’ve found the item
you want, how can you be sure
that you’re getting the best price
from a trusted merchant?
Through Yahoo!’s Product Search,
you can find specific product infor-
mation, pricing, expert product
reviews, consumer reviews and
merchant ratings. Unbiased ex-
pert and consumer reviews are
particularly helpful because they
come from trusted sources like
Consumer Reports and PC World
as well as from fellow shoppers,
providing valuable information
about critical factors like customer
service and product fulfillment.

Lastly, a quick money saving
tip: The earlier you place your
orders, the less likely you are to
incur last minute shipping costs—
which can add up. Try to complete
the majority of your online shop-
ping by December 9, for the best
deals. But remember, if you find
yourself in a panic on December
22—there are a myriad of mer-
chants who can deliver gifts by the
24th, for a small price of course.

Web Savvy Searching
Kris Kringle’s Comparison Shopping Tips

Comparison shopping online
enables you to find exactly what
you want and compare prices,
features and stores.

Transfer Your VHS Movies To DVD
(NAPSA)—Do you have boxes

full of dusty videotapes hidden
away in your closet or basement,
never to be viewed again? Chances
are you’ve caught some great
footage of weddings, vacations and
childhood memories on tape, but
you may not be able to enjoy them
if you’ve swapped out your VCR
for a DVD player. Why not pre-
serve your footage on a shiny DVD
so that you can enjoy the video for
years to come? It’s not as difficult
as you would think.

To get started, connect a video
capture solution to your computer,
and connect your VCR or cam-
corder to the video capture solu-
tion’s inputs. Video capture solu-
tions are small devices that can
convert your analog video to digital
and save it on your computer. At
this point, you can use the software
that came with your DVD burner to
edit your video and add effects. The
final step is to burn the video to
DVD. Opt for a DVD burner, like
Sony’s Dual RW model, that can
burn to most types of DVD discs.
DVD burners come with newer PCs
or can be purchased separately and
easily connected.

On top of playing back in your
DVD player, DVDs offer two key
benefits over videotapes. The first
is video storage. Up to two hours
of high quality MPEG-2 video will
fit onto a single DVD. The second

is viewing convenience. Since the
footage can be broken up into
“chapters,” it becomes easy to skip
ahead to the next piece of video, or
view a chapter again. No fast for-
warding and no rewinding needed.

DVD burners can also be used
for other applications. You can cre-
ate slide shows from your digital
still photos that will play on most
DVD players. You can back up
your PC data onto high-capacity
DVD discs (seven times more stor-
age than standard CDs), or send
large files to others. You can also
do everything you could do with
your CD burner, such as make
custom music CDs, MP3 discs,
and more.

For more tips on converting
VHS video to DVD, check out
Sony’s tutorial at www.sony.
com/dvdburners.

***
The wise man reads both books
and life itself. 

—Lin Yutang
***

****
Where judgment has wit to
express it, there’s the best ora-
tor.

—William Penn
***

***
To play is to yield oneself to a
kind of magic.

—Hugo Rabner
***




