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(NAPSA)—A year after severe
storms devastated the Gulf Coast,
many people are still struggling to
survive and get back on their feet.
For example, it is estimated that
as many as 128,000 older Ameri-
cans were either displaced from
their homes or otherwise affected
by the two storms.

Fortunately, some of these vic-
tims will be helped through new
volunteer support. AARP Founda-
tion, through its Partners for Inde-
pendence project, is seeking volun-
teers to help older Americans
affected by and still recovering
from hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Partners for Independence is a
collaboration between the AARP
Foundation and local charitable
groups. 

The project was instituted in
2005 when the foundation re-
ceived a Challenge Grant for
$500,000 from the Corporation for
National and Community Service
to engage boomer volunteers to
provide support in states hit hard-
est by the hurricanes—Louisiana,
Mississippi and Texas.

The funding is being used to
motivate and grow the baby
boomer volunteer base to help
older adults affected by the hurri-
canes in rebuilding their lives by
providing independent living ser-
vices, home repair and modifica-
tion, older-worker training and
placement, consumer education
and assistance. 

Volunteers can choose an area
that works best with their inter-
ests and their schedule, as well as
a volunteer locale that is in close

proximity to their residency. They
can volunteer for an hour, a day or
a week.

• Volunteer opportunities may
include:

• Friendly visits
• Telephone reassurance
• Local transportation
• Shopping and errands
• Light housekeeping
• Yard work
• Home repair/modification
• Older-worker training
• Tax preparation
• Consumer education
AARP Foundation programs

provide security, protection and
empowerment for older persons in
need. Its goal is to enable low-
income homeowners to live inde-
pendently and with dignity.

To learn more, visit
www.aarp.org/foundation/pfi or
call (800) OUR-AARP.

Volunteers Still Needed To Aid Hurricane Recovery

It’s estimated that as many as
128,000 older Americans were
either displaced from their
homes or otherwise affected by
hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Note to Editors: April is National Volunteer Month.
�

(NAPSA)—A noun, an adjective,
a verb, an exclamation—chances are
you will be using the word “barbe-
cue” in the coming months. 

According to the Hearth, Patio
& Barbecue Association, North-
easterners are the biggest barbe-
cuers in the nation, followed by
the North Central, Southern, then
Western parts of the country. The
following tips will show you that,
with the help of the Internet, cre-
ating an excellent barbecue set-
ting on a budget can be possible
no matter where you live. 

Map Out Your Ideal 
Barbecue Setting

Avoid overbuying items by tak-
ing time to map out your back-
yard. Yahoo! online shopping guru
Tom Tsao notes that drawing
places for chairs, lanterns, fire
pits and other fun accessories will
help you select items that comple-
ment each other to form a cohe-
sive backyard barbecue—and
avoid spending money on items
that you’ll tumble over on your
way to the grill. 

Find The Best Price
Deciding which features matter

will help you to choose the right
grill from among thousands and
ensure its use for years to come.
Use an online comparison shop-
ping site to view grills side by side
and compare brands, size, fuel
and pricing. You’ll be able to easily
find a grill that is perfect for your
backyard, your budget and your
needs. An insider’s tip is to check
out Yahoo! Shopping’s Bargains &
Sales Center, which lets you view
and purchase grills that have
been specially marked down. With
the convenience of online ship-
ping, it’s easy to research and pur-

chase your ideal grill online, leav-
ing the heavy lifting and delivery
to someone else.

The Best Deals Often 
Come To Those Who Wait
Seasonal decorations, seat

cushions, wind chimes—acces-
sories like these can add much
ambiance to your backyard. Pur-
chasing these items at the end of
the season can be the key to
securing the best deals. For exam-
ple, consider purchasing the ulti-
mate American Flag place mats
after Independence Day or, in the
spring, pick out a heat lamp that
will allow you to extend your
backyard barbecues throughout
the fall’s cooler evenings. 

Running On Empty
The type of fuel your grill uses

can affect the amount you’ll ulti-
mately spend to enjoy barbecues.
According to Tom Tsao, “Charcoal
grills are a traditional, convenient
choice, but pellet grills are another
alternative to gas grills, especially
as gas prices remain high. Addition-
ally, pellet grills are energy effi-
cient, clean burning and flavor
infusing.”

Tight On Space?
You don’t need a big backyard

to plan a great barbecue. Consider
a portable grill—it won’t occupy
much space and can be easily
stored away when not in use.
Indoor minigrills can be excellent
picks for those wanting a more
chic barbecue device that goes
with kitchen décor. 

Having a great barbecue does-
n’t require spending a fortune.
Starting your mission on the
Internet can be a great way to get
your barbecue ready while stick-
ing to your budget.

A Bargain Hunter’s Guide: Get Ready To Barbecue

(NAPSA)—A new backyard at
the old address. That’s the idea
behind a sweepstakes that gives
homeowners a chance every
month to win a dream backyard. 

So what’s in your dream back-
yard? A hot tub where you can relax
to the max? A basketball hoop for a
quick pickup game? Or a three-cup
putting green to help lower your
golf handicap? If you have kids with
lots of energy, maybe your dream
backyard includes a deluxe wooden
play set, enclosed trampoline and
other fun items that will keep them
busy for hours.

Whatever your dream backyard,
starting now through September,
you could win it. There are five
themed backyards to choose from:
Backyard Athlete, Green Thumb,
Relaxation, Party Time and Kids’
Zone. 

Here’s how it works:
Briggs & Stratton, the largest

maker of gasoline engines for a
variety of outdoor power equip-
ment, has partnered with
ChildLife, Hot Spring Spas, Allen
Brothers, AvonleaGardens.com,
Broilmaster Premium Gas Grills,
Backyard-Putting-Greens.com
and other companies to assemble
a prize backyard for every taste.
Each prize category includes the
winner ’s choice of a Briggs &
Stratton-powered Snapper lawn
mower, Sarlo string trimmer or
Snapper tiller to help maintain
your dream backyard. 

Entrants simply select one of
the five backyard categories, then
make choices within the category
to create their dream space.

The Kids’ Zone includes a
sophisticated Woodplay playset

that features swings, a wave slide,
sandbox and a fort. Items in the
Relaxation backyard include a
choice of two hot tubs and an out-
door waterfall, Malibu landscape
lighting, a Twin Oaks hammock
and an outdoor patio heater. For
those who want a great Party
Time backyard, selections include
an above-ground pool and a stain-
less steel gas grill. The Green
Thumb backyard includes a lawn
tractor and other items to create a
gardener’s paradise. The Back-
yard Athlete selections include a
putting green, premium basket-
ball hoop from BasketballHoops
Unlimited.com and a horseshoe
set.

Companies that are participat-
ing in the dream backyard include
American Meadows, Fiskars, All
StarToys.com, JumpSport.com,
Kraftware, nationalpoolwhole
salers.com and Tailgate Town. For
complete sweepstakes rules and to
enter online, visit www.mydream
backyard.com. 

A Dream Backyard Giveaway Every Month

The backyard of your dreams
may be only a click away.

(NAPSA)—Those words of wis-
dom you learned at your mother’s
knee may prove to be more than
handy—they could help you win
$25,000.

To honor common sense passed
on through generations, one major
household products company is ask-
ing people to share their “mom-umen-
taries” in a common sense “Pass it
On” contest. A mom-umentary is a
short essay of up to 250 words reveal-
ing Mom’s best common sense advice,
along with a photo with Mom. 

Through July 31, 2007, com-
mon sense tips from a maternal
figure, such as these, can win one
lucky person $25,000:

• “Have a plan before you
head out the door.” On your
way to work, are there errands
you can run to eliminate errand
time during nights and weekends?
Keep a small notebook to jot down
checklists and errands to make
sure you overlook nothing. 

• “Anything worth doing is
worth doing right.” Rushing
through a task usually costs you in
the long run. Think about soiled
dishes fresh from the dishwasher
because they weren’t rinsed off first.
Use Mom’s advice and take your
time and then admire the results.

• “Don’t overschedule your-
self.” Remember to make time to
renew your energy. Whether you
read for 10 minutes or take a yoga
class, if you’re feeling refreshed,
you’ll procrastinate less. 

• “Teach your kids to help
around the house.” Show chil-
dren how to empty the dish-
washer, do laundry and clean
their rooms. An extra set of hands
goes a long way. Believe it or not,
this can also serve as great qual-
ity time with kids.

The winner of the contest gets
$25,000. Five semifinalists each
receive a year’s supply of Scott
Tissue and Towels products and
$1,000. 

Visit the Common Sense Com-
munity at www.ScottCommon
Sense.com, to share and discover
common sense and find additional
contest information. This online
community offers practical tips for
saving time, getting organized,
saving money, healthy living and
cleaning from people all over the
U.S.

Uncommon Prize For Common Sense Ideas

Eighty-one percent of people
consider their mothers their com-
mon sense foundation. 

Pets On The Go
(NAPSA)—Pets are going

places and traveling in style.
According to the U.S. Department
of Transportation, half a million
pets fly each year—and many pet
owners no longer check them
away with the luggage.

Safe and comfortable pet travel
products are helping pet owners
keep pets with them on planes
and at pet-friendly hotels. 

For pets small enough to be
carried, bags such as the Univer-
sal Sport Bag (USB) from EGR

Italy is a carry-on solution ap-
proved for European and Califor-
nia in-car pet travel laws. It has
windows, bed padding and anti-
shock pet suspension.

The Sport Wagon is a sleek
portable doghouse on wheels that
connects to bikes or rolls like a
buggy. The pet cabin has water-
proof features, zip doors and win-
dows, and a rugged design that
supports 165 pounds and collapses
for easy storage.

For more information, visit
www.PetEgo.com. 

Where’s your pet going? Proba-
bly on vacation with you. The lat-
est statistics say half a million
pets fly each year.

***
Happiness is like a kiss. You
must share it to enjoy it.

—Bernard Meltzer 
***

***
A good cook is like a sorceress
who dispenses happiness.

—Elsa Schiaparelli
***

***
Speak or act with a pure mind
and happiness will follow.

—Sogyal Rinpoche 
***

***
Love is the master key that
opens the gates of happiness.

—Oliver Wendell Holmes
***

***
Action may not always bring
happiness; but there is no hap-
piness without action. 

—Benjamin Disraeli
***




