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(NAPSA)—Persian rugs are
world-renowned for their luxurious
warmth, elegance, and long-lasting
durability. 

Available in a wide variety of
colors, patterns, and styles, quality-
conscious shoppers will find these
classic works a worthy investment,
delivering luxury and distinction to
any space. There’s simply no mis-
taking that the timelessness of
these handwoven rugs is a classic
trend that’s here to stay.

Before you invest in a new area
rug, consider the following ideas: 

1. Handmade Persian area
rugs are like fine wine; they
appreciate with age. Built to
last, the value of a handmade rug
increases over time because of the
workmanship that goes into pro-
ducing it. Make certain your rug is
handmade, checking for the pile
loops on the back—they should be
visible. Ensure too, that the fringe
is actually part of the rug’s founda-
tion—not merely sewn or glued on.

2. Material matters. Master
weavers prefer wool and silk
because these natural materials
are known for their longevity and
durability. While synthetics are
known to disintegrate, a natural

Persian rug enjoys a long life, often
lasting for generations.

3. Look for a solid guaran-
tee. A trusted merchant will guar-
antee your satisfaction with a
dependable time guarantee. 

4. Ensure the rug you’re get-
ting is the real deal. Honest rug
merchants will often include a cer-
tificate of authenticity. You’re pay-
ing for the genuine article, so make
sure that’s just what you get. 

5. When decorating, begin
with the floor covering, and
work your way up. Achieving a
coordinated look is less about find-
ing an exact match between the
sofa and the area rug; it’s more
about making sure those items you
do choose just seem to “work.” By
drawing colors from your rug to
select coordinating items for your
space, you’ll achieve a look that is
warm, comfortable, and inviting all
at once. 

No matter what your style, per-
sonality, or room size, there’s a
Persian rug to meet your needs—
and rug import specialists like
Rugman.com make it easy to
acquire it, because they bring the
world of affordable home luxury
right to your fingertips.  

For more information on select-
ing fine handmade Persian area
rugs, visit Rugman.com.  

Persian Area Rugs: Affordable Home Luxury 

A boldly colored Gabbeh breathes
life into modern décor.

In wool and silk, a classic Nain
lends an air of luxury and dis-
tinction to any room.

Women Helping Women
(NAPSA)—If you could help your

daughters, granddaughters and
nieces avoid cancer, wouldn’t you? 

If you’re a woman aged 65 to 74
whose sister had breast cancer, you
can help researchers learn how
genes and the environment may
affect the chances of getting the dis-
ease. Conducted by the National
Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences, one of the National Insti-
tutes of Health, the Sister Study
empowers women to make a lasting
mark on breast cancer research. 

“The risk of developing breast
cancer is greatest for women over
the age of 65 and it is important for
senior women to participate in safe
research like the Sister Study,”
said Dr. Dale Sandler, Principal
Investigator. She added, “Joining is
fairly simple and can be done from
home, plus participants are not
required to make any changes to
their habits, diet or daily life.” 

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.sisterstudy.org or call
1-877-474-7837; Deaf/Hard of
Hearing, 1-866-TTY-4747.

Pearline (L) joined the Sister
Study as a tribute to her sister,
Andrea, a breast cancer survivor.

(NAPSA)—Someone who could
be one of America’s next great
business success stories has
recently gotten a big boost on the
ladder.

Whitney Boyce has been
selected as the 2005 recipient of
the Future Entrepreneur Award.
The Utopia, Texas, native will
receive a $12,000 scholarship for
the 2005-2006 school year and is
eligible for $4,000 scholarship
renewals the following three years.

Boyce is a recent graduate of
Utopia High School, where she
graduated first in her class. Her
passion for photography and the
scenery around her hometown led
Boyce to start her own business,
Paradise Prints, in 2003. Not
knowing much about photography,
Boyce started from scratch, teach-
ing herself how to properly cap-
ture her subjects and manipulate
the camera.

Her work is now being sold in a
local gift shop in Utopia and
includes framed photos, pillows
and note cards. She has seen
tremendous success in the tourist
town and intends to expand her
market and her subjects over the
next five years.

Boyce will attend Texas Tech
University in Lubbock, Texas, this
fall. She was one of only 10 stu-
dents accepted into the Texas Tech
Undergraduate Medical School
Initiative program for the upcom-
ing year. This will allow her to
pursue a combined degree in med-
icine and business. 

The Future Entrepreneur

Award, presented annually by the
National Association for the Self-
Employed (NASE), is the largest
scholarship of its kind in the U.S.
This unique opportunity is
awarded each spring to a single
ambitious and driven individual
who demonstrates the characteris-
tics of a future microbusiness
owner. 

In addition to the Future
Entrepreneur scholarship, the
NASE also awarded scholarships
of $4,000 each to 20 other stu-
dents across the country.

The NASE is the nation’s lead-
ing resource for the self-employed
and microbusinesses, bringing a
broad range of benefits to help
entrepreneurs succeed and to
drive the continued growth of this
vital segment of the American
economy. 

To learn more about the Future
Entrepreneur Award and the
NASE, visit www.NASE.org or
call NASE Member Services at 1-
800-232-6273.

Future Entrepreneur Is A Picture Of Success

NASE President Robert Hughes
presents a scholarship check to
Whitney Boyce and her parents.

(NAPSA)—Some of America’s
most creative visionaries reside in
its classrooms, and some leading
technology companies are on a
search to find them. 

Educators, administrators and
staff can submit essays to Dell
and Microsoft describing their
vision for the future and how tech-
nology could transform education
for their students. 

Selected by a national panel of
experts on education and technol-
ogy, three winning schools will
each receive Dell technology and
services and Microsoft software
with approximate retail value of
$250,000 to help them achieve
their educational vision. Winners
will have the opportunity to share
their vision with key education
stakeholders.

“We are looking for big, excit-
ing ideas—even things that might
seem impossible,” said Scott
Campbell, Dell’s vice president for
K-12. “If you can dream it, we’d
like to help you make it a reality.”

To enter the K-12 IT Visionary
Contest, an entrant must be an
educator, administrator or staff
member at a K-12 school in the 50
United States or the District of
Columbia. 

The contest is part of a larger
program called FutureReady, in
which Dell and Microsoft will
award more than $1 million in
technology and services to K-12
schools.

In addition to the K-12 IT
Visionary Contest, K-12 schools
can participate in FutureReady in
the following ways:

• Mobile Computer Lab Con-
test: The five schools with the
most registrants on www.Future
Ready.org each will win a mobile
computer lab provided by Dell,
Microsoft and Intel. Each lab has
an approximate retail value of
$10,000 and includes Dell note-
book computers preloaded with
Microsoft Windows XP Profes-
sional and other Microsoft soft-
ware, a mobile cart, wireless
access point and a Dell laser
printer. 

• Dell Intelligent Classroom
Sweepstakes: Three schools will
each win a Dell Intelligent Class-
room, a technology-enabled class-
room of the future featuring
Microsoft education software, with
approximate retail  value of
$75,000.

For a complete description of
FutureReady contests and rules,
and to submit an entry, visit
www.FutureReady.org. Submis-
sions will be accepted online until
Nov.15, 2005. No purchase or
entry fee is required.

A Search For Educational Visionaries 

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
adding a luxurious touch to your
home décor, it pays to tap into
your imagination and think sinks,
and faucets and hardware. 

A growing number of con-
sumers are choosing to add an ele-
gant touch to outdated bathrooms.
A renovated bathroom provides a
great bathing experience and
greater relaxation. In addition, by
renovating your bathroom, you
could actually increase the resale
value of your home. 

From faucets to countertops to
vanities, the latest designs pro-
vide luxury without extrava-
gance and can breathe new life
into the bathroom. Kitchen and
bath remodels recoup 77% of
their cost and are the two rooms
that return the most on home
investment dollars. 

When creating a luxury-for-
less bathroom, bring the out-
doors in, and incorporate natural
stone tile into the décor. For
example, beauty, quality and
value come together in a new
line of granite vanity tops with
attached under-mount porcelain
sinks. These vanity tops from
Pegasus® add a rich look to the
bathroom—and can be installed
in a few simple steps. 

Let ideas flow 
A hot trend in bathroom design

is the addition of elegant yet func-
tional faucets and hardware. A
variety of faucets and accessories
are available in finishes such as
chrome, brushed nickel and pol-
ished brass to provide an artistic
touch representing modern or tra-
ditional styles to fit individual
tastes. 

To further update the look of
your bathroom, as well as change
the flow of the shower, add a
stylish new showerhead. Vari-
eties abound, with everything
from extension arms to dual
showerheads. 

Available exclusively at The
Home Depot and EXPO Design
Center, Pegasus bath products
add great style and many can be
easily installed by any do-it-your-
selfer. To learn more, visit the
Web site at www.pegasusinfo.com. 

Adding Ambiance To The Bathroom
(NAPSA)—New Heinz Silly

Squirts Ketchup has a cool cap
with three flip-top drawing noz-
zles, each dispensing ketchup in a
different design that lets kids
squirt ketchup in fun shapes,
squiggles or designs. With an
easy-to-squeeze bottle, it’s the
right size for kids’ hands to con-
trol application. 

Quick breads are an excellent
baked good to give because
they’re simple and delicious.
Quick breads don’t require knead-
ing or rising because they’re
yeast-free and most can be
assembled in 10 to 15 minutes.
Visit bakersjoy.com for gift-giving
tips, delicious recipe ideas and
free downloadable gift tags.




