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(NAPSA)—The use of technol-
ogy to enhance learning is an effec-
tive approach for many children,
particularly those with learning
disabilities (LD), such as dyslexia.
In fact, research has shown that
assistive technology (AT)—which is
used to bypass areas of difficulty—
can help students with LD experi-
ence greater success—with
improved grades, increased course
retention, higher test scores and
enhanced reading and writing pro-
ficiency. From word processors to
personal digital assistants, a range
of widely available tools assists stu-
dents with the challenges associ-
ated with LD. However, choosing
the right product for your child
may be a daunting task.

“As with any device or piece of
equipment, you want to know how
user friendly and reliable an AT
tool is before you invest in it,” said
Dr. Marshall Raskind, a world-
renowned assistive technology
expert and the director of research
and special projects for Schwab
Learning.

AT can address many types of
learning difficulties. A student
who has difficulty writing can
compose a school report by dictat-
ing it and having it converted to
text by special computer software.
A child struggling with math can
use a handheld calculator to keep
score while playing a game with a
friend. And a teenager with

dyslexia may benefit from AT that
reads his employer’s online train-
ing manual aloud. But how do
parents choose products to most
benefit their child?

Schwab Learning has pub-
lished a free guide for parents,
including a unique and simple
Selecting AT Worksheet that pro-
vides the steps to work through
the selection and experimentation
process of matching AT tools
based on a child’s specific needs in
the areas of reading, writing,
math, listening, memory and
organization. 

The new Guide also includes
tips for parents to help kids get
the most from AT products: 

• Consider your child’s
strengths and limitations. This
will prepare you to identify AT
tools that may help your child
bypass difficulties and play to her
strengths. Find a checklist at

www.schwablearning.org/atguide. 
• Where will the product

be used? The right technology in
one setting may be entirely
wrong in another. Think about
where your child will use the
tool, how it will be stored and if
you have the right furniture or
electronics to support it. If your
child can use the AT at school,
the same considerations will
apply in the classroom. 

• Does it need to work with
other technologies? Make sure
the AT product is compatible with
other technologies. For example,
software designed to work on a PC
may not work on a Mac at home
or in the classroom. Also, make
sure accessory items, such as a
microphone to use with a com-
puter, are compatible.

• Try before you buy. Before
you select an AT tool for your
child, take the time to learn all
you can about the products avail-
able. Have your child test-drive
tools or devices you’re considering
purchasing. Your child is the one
who is going to use—or not use—
the product, so you want to make
sure she is comfortable with it.
The “perfect” tool will only work if
it’s used!

For  more  in format ion  on
assistive technology and how
the right product can enhance
your  ch i ld ’s  l earning ,  v i s i t
www.schwablearning.org/atguide.

New Technologies Help Children Learn

Assistive technology (AT) has the
potential to enhance learning for
students.

(NAPSA)—As the seasons
change, so do the maintenance
needs of your vehicle. Fall is a
great time to focus on preventa-
tive maintenance and to make
sure that your vehicle is in top
shape before the harsh winter
months set in. 

“Fall is the best season to enjoy
driving,” says Pat Goss, host of
PBS’ “MotorWeek” and Washing-
ton Post automotive columnist.
“Between sports tailgating, hunt-
ing, and taking leisurely drives to
enjoy the changing leaves, there’s
no shortage of activities to do in
your car. It’s also an ideal time to
focus on car care before winter
hits.”

This fall, Goss recommends car-
ing for the three main areas of your
vehicle, otherwise known as the
“IOU”—inside, outside and under
the hood. Here are some specific
things that you should focus on in
each area to prepare your car for
the coming winter months: 

Inside
• Make sure that all important

documents for your vehicle are up
to date and within reach. This
includes proof of insurance, regis-
tration, maintenance logs and
warranty information. 

• As temperatures begin to
drop, take your ice scraper out of
the garage and put it back in the
car. It’s also a good idea to put an
extra blanket and pair of gloves in
your trunk before winter weather
strikes. 

Outside
• Check the pressure in each

tire to ensure that it’s at the rec-

ommended level. (The air-pres-
sure specifications can usually be
found on the driver’s side door-
jamb or in your vehicle’s owner’s
manual.) Low tire pressure can
result in lower gas mileage and
affect the handling of your car,
sometimes leading to potentially
dangerous blowouts. 

• Inspect your tires for exces-
sive tread wear and replace any
tires that are balding, as they are
more likely to lose traction in wet
and/or icy conditions. 

• Don’t wait until you’re
caught driving in bad weather to
start thinking about your wind-
shield wiper blades. If your wipers
are starting to smear rather than
squeegee, it’s a good idea to re-
place them. 

Under the Hood
• Get an oil change. It’s the

best insurance you can buy to pre-
vent excessive engine wear. I rec-
ommend using a synthetic oil,
such as Mobil 1 Extended Perfor-

mance, which is specifically
designed for the longer oil change
intervals manufacturers are rec-
ommending for many newer cars.
It’s guaranteed to protect your
engine for up to 15,000 miles.
Mobil 1 Extended Performance
also flows quickly to critical engine
parts at start-up, even in very low
winter-morning temperatures,
reducing wear at start-up and pro-
moting extended engine life.

• Have your vehicle’s cooling
system checked for any leaks or
low coolant levels. According to
the National Car Care Council,
cooling system failure is the num-
ber one cause of engine-related
roadside breakdowns. Coolant
may be something that you only
associate with warmer weather,
but as winter approaches, it’s very
important to make sure that your
vehicle’s coolant (or antifreeze) is
ready to withstand the frigid tem-
peratures that await. 

• Schedule a full engine tune-
up, as outlined in your owner’s
manual. By having your filters
replaced and fluids topped off reg-
ularly, your vehicle’s performance
will improve. 

“Don’t wait for signs of car
trouble to take care of your vehi-
cle, especially as cooler weather
begins to take hold,” says Goss.
“Instead, be proactive when it
comes to preventative mainte-
nance and save yourself some
time, money and potential head-
aches in the process.”

For more information on vehi-
cle maintenance, visit www.
mobiloil.com. 

Car Care Tips For Cooler Temps

Pat Goss, host of PBS’ “Motor-
Week” and Washington Post
automotive columnist.

(NAPSA)—There’s no place like
home for the holidays and no gift
quite as fitting during a season of
feasting as gleaming new pots and
pans. 

What should you look for when
choosing cookware as a gift—or
for yourself? Look for pans that
make cooking easier and that
achieve the desired result—a deli-
cious meal on any cooktop surface.

Here are a few tips from the
experts at J.A. Henckels Interna-
tional, makers of Classic Clad and
Classic Clad Nonstick Cookware:

• Choose a precision-level base
for optimal heat distribution from
cooktop elements.

• Make sure all handles are
securely riveted to the cookware
body and the handles have a con-
venient hanging hole.

• Helper handles on larger pans
make for safer and easier lifting.

• Securely fitted, dome-shaped
lids retain moisture through self-
basting, promote the return of fla-
vor and vitamins to the food and
help reduce cooking time. 

• A flared rim design promotes
ease of pouring and optimal
strength.

• A curved corner design on the
inside of pans makes for easy
cleaning.

• Look for a bright-mirrored
finish. Pans should be dishwasher
safe, although handwashing is
better at maintaining the brilliant
luster.

• Pans should be oven and
broiler safe. Pans should have
cook-and-serve versatility and

heat resistance to 500°F.
• If you prefer nonstick cook-

ware, look for a triple layer of
abrasion-resistant coating that is
reinforced with stainless steel for
durability. 

Nonstick pans should offer
maximum heat conductivity.

All of these features can be
found in Henckels International
Classic Clad pots and pans, plus
they feature patented, ergonomi-
cally designed handles that pro-
vide optimal control, comfort and
balance. They also have coded
markings to better match lid and
pot.

An especially great gift idea is
their Cook ’n Cut Gift Set that
matches the popular Stir-Fry Pan
and 7” Classic Santoku Knife in a
gift set. Whatever your choice,
choosing quality cookware can be
an easy way to make your favorite
“chef” happy this holiday season.  

For more information, visit
www.jahenckels.com.

Choosing Cookware Worthy Of Compliments

One gift that tops many holiday
wish lists is a “cook and cut” set
that combines cookware with a
classic knife.

(NAPSA)—Let the games begin.
It’s tailgate time and fans across
the nation are planning pre-kickoff
festivities that are sure to include
face paint, foam fingers and piping
hot snacks and beverages. Veteran
tailgaters know you can’t go wrong
serving crowd pleasers like chili,
gumbo and plenty of coffee and hot
apple cider.

But the challenge of transport-
ing these favorite foods and insu-
lating them from the cold can
dampen the spirits of even the
most die-hard fans. Luckily, Stan-
ley, a leader in thermal food and
beverage containers, has the sup-
plies you need to keep everyone
warm, well fed and ready to rally.

“Cold chili won’t score with
fans,” said Joe Cahn, the “Com-
missioner of Tailgating.” No
stranger to the festivities, Cahn
has earned his title by traveling to
more than 400 tailgates and serv-
ing up countless pots of jamba-
laya. After more than 10 years on
the tailgating circuit, Cahn knows
what it takes to make taste buds
tingle, and this year he is sharing
some of his top tailgating tips.

The Commissioner’s
Tailgating Tips

It’s Good to Share—Warm up
your tailgating guests with hot
apple cider and keep it hot for up
to 24 hours in the Stanley two-
quart thermos. Add a twist of fla-
vor by adding a pat of butter or
cinnamon Red Hots.

What’s Your Theme?—Create
a food theme for each tailgate. If
you’re playing the Patriots, stir up
some chowder. Rooting for the
Seahawks? Try some smoked
salmon. And don’t forget the team
colors! Add food coloring to dips,
frosting and even homemade
bread to show your pride.

Instant Nachos—Bring chili
to the game in a Stanley food jar,
along with a bag of tortilla chips.
Once in the parking lot, arrange
chips on plate and pour steaming
hot chili over them. Top with
shredded cheddar and onions.

Cup of Joe to Go—Keep a
thermos full of hot coffee in the
car for the trip home after a long
day of cheering. You’ll be espe-
cially glad you did if the evening
game goes into overtime!

For more tailgating tips, visit
www.stanleytailgating.com or Joe
Cahn’s site www.tailgating.com.

Tailgating Fans Bring The Heat




