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(NAPSA)—In recent months,
finding ways of addressing the
nation’s pressing health care con-
cerns has occupied center stage in
Congress and the minds of many
Americans. U.S. Census Bureau
statistics indicate that there are
approximately 46 million Ameri-
cans without any form of health
insurance, while tens of thousands
may be postponing regular visits to
their doctor or dentist in an effort
to make ends meet.
A recent survey conducted by

the Kaiser Family Foundation
found that more than half of
those polled said they or a family
member had “cut back on health
care to save money.” Postponing
medical and dental checkups
may save a few dollars in the
short run, but these sacrifices
may prove more costly to one’s
overall health and finances over
time.
In an attempt to provide

greater access to health care to
those in need, medical profession-
als in some areas of the country
are teaming up with community
and nonprofit organizations, as
well as county and state govern-
ments, to provide free screenings
and treatment via mobile health
vans. Similarly, Colgate-Palmolive,
the world leader in oral care, part-
ners with professional and com-
munity organizations like the Con-
tinental Societies, Inc., an
international public service orga-
nization, to provide free dental
care to children (ages 5-12) by dis-
patching its own network of
mobile dental vans.

Through its flagship oral health
education program, Bright Smiles,
Bright Futures, Colgate’s “dental
clinics on wheels” annually visit
more than 150 communities across
the U.S. Staffed by dental profes-
sional volunteers, Colgate’s mobile
dental vans conveniently appear at
schools, Family Dollar stores,
YMCAs and cultural festivals to
provide dental screenings, afford-
able treatment referrals, and oral
health education for children and
their families.
In 2002, Colgate’s Bright Smiles,

Bright Futures program made a
public commitment to reach 100
million children in the U.S. by 2010
with free dental screenings, treat-
ment referrals and oral health edu-
cation. Thanks in large part to the
outreach efforts of its mobile dental
vans, the Company will reach that
goal in October 2009, one year
ahead of schedule.
For more information on Bright

Smiles, Bright Futures or Colgate’s
mobile dental van initiative, please
visit www.colgatebsbf. com or call
(212) 310-2638.

Bright Smiles, Bright Futures:
Taking Dental Care ToThose In Need

New Orleans Saints star Marques
Colston highlights oral health
aboard the Colgate dental van.

(NAPSA)—If you’re making a
list and checking it twice, here are
some tips to make shopping easier.
When planning your purchases,

consider the person’s favorite hob-
bies and look for unique products
that will complement his or her
interest, or enhance a home or new
apartment. Here are some ways to
identify ideal gifts based on a recip-
ient’s leisure activities:
Crafter: For the person who

enjoys creating works of art,
whether scrapbooking, creating
jewelry or sewing, give items that
can be used for future projects. The
crafter might enjoy receiving light-
weight, versatile tools such as a
new pair of scissors or glue gun. A
great gift would be the new Crafts-
man Edge, a utility cutter, which
uses standard utility blades that
can cut through various materials
including rubber, plastic, thin, soft
wood, and nylon.
Do-It-Yourselfer: Give the

home improvement buff who
enjoys handling household chores,
tools that will make his or her life
easier. Tools that can handle more
than one task are ideal, eliminat-
ing the need to continuously
search for various tools to com-
plete a single project. A Universal
Wrench 7pc. Set, for example, has
seven different wrenches that can
each handle six different types of
nuts and bolts.
Automotive Enthusiast: For

mechanics who like to maintain
their own car and spend most of
their time in the garage under the
hood, give tools to help them effi-
ciently perform their repairs. Give
the new Craftsman Dog Bone, a
tool that contains a swivel head on
each end, giving it the ability to fit
on eight different size bolts, as
well as a magnet to hold drain
plugs.

New Homeowner/Renter: For
the first-time dweller who has just
settled into his or her new home or
apartment, give tools to help deco-
rate and customize the new space.
This person probably has one or two
basic tools to hang pictures. Make
his or her tool collection more robust
by giving an evolv 24pc. Homeowner
Tool Set, which includes a hammer,
wrenches, screwdriver, a tote for
easy storage and other necessities.
“A great rule of thumb for gift

giving is to buy your friends and
family something that they can
use throughout the year, and
that’s in tune with their needs.
Think about what this person
enjoys doing in his or her free
time, and what you can give to
enhance their experience,” said
Kris Malkoski, vice president and
general manager, Craftsman. “By
giving personalized and thoughtful
gifts this year, you will show those
close to you that you truly care.”
For more information on gift

ideas, visit craftsman.com. Crafts-
man was ranked as the most
trusted tool brand in America in
the 2008 Harris Interactive Equi-
Trend Brand Study.

Holiday Gifts For Every Hobby

When shopping for gifts, get
personal. Consider the person’s
leisure time activities and imme-
diate needs.

(NAPSA)—As Washington con-
tinues to debate ways to improve
health care, many are “losing con-
fidence” in the reform process.
An overwhelming number

blame “side deals” between Wash-
ington decision makers and the
pharmaceutical industry for hold-
ing up progress, according to a
recent poll from Lombardo Con-
sulting Group.
The poll shows two-thirds of

voters believe that politicians
involved in reform should not
accept contributions from health
care special interests, as it “com-
promises their ability to be fair
and objective.”
The news comes as many rep-

resentatives are at odds over
Washington’s possible dealings
with the lobbying arm of the phar-
maceutical industry, and a num-
ber of citizen groups have
expressed concern over the effect
special interests are having on the
health care debate.
“True reform cannot be accom-

plished if Washington is not on the
side of the American public,” says
Héctor Javier Preciado, health pol-
icy director for The Greenlining
Institute, a public policy research
and advocacy group.
Indeed, the Lombardo poll

showed that nearly eight out of 10
registered voters believe that the
role pharmaceutical companies

and other special interest groups
have played in the reform debate
has seriously compromised the
process and potential outcomes.
Preciado and others say the

findings should serve as guide-
lines for representatives in D.C.
“President Obama has made

clear that real health care reform
should not be at the mercy of spe-
cial interests,” Preciado says. “It
is critical that those in Washing-
ton work first and foremost to
ensure expanded access to afford-
able medicine and health care for
all without driving up costs or
bowing to special interest
groups.”
For more information, visit

www.greenlining.org.

Americans Upset By Industry Deals In Health Care Reform

Americans believe health care
reform is on the wrong track.

***
It is an unfortunate human failing that a full pocketbook often
groans more loudly than an empty stomach.

—Franklin D. Roosevelt
***

***
After a visit to the beach, it’s hard to believe that we live in a mate-
rial world.

—Pam Shaw
***

***
I’d like to live as a poor man with lots of money.

—Pablo Picasso
***

***
Inflation is when you pay $15 for the $10 haircut you used to get
for $5 when you had hair.

—Sam Ewing
***

The Boy Scout movement was founded by Lord Baden-Powell of
England. His army experiences convinced him that British boys
needed more physical training and experiences in outdoor life.

***
Gardening requires lots of
water—most of it in the form of
perspiration.

—Lou Erickson
***

***
What a man needs in gardening
is a cast-iron back, with a hinge
in it.

—Charles Dudley Warner
***

***
There can be no other occupa-
tion like gardening in which, if
you were to creep up behind
someone at their work, you
would find them smiling.

—Mirabel Osler
***

***
The greatest gift of the garden
is the restoration of the five
senses.

—Hanna Rion
***

***
It is a goldenmaxim to cultivate
the garden for the nose, and
the eyes will take care of
themselves.

—Robert Louis Stevenson
***

A month that starts on a Sun-
day will have a Friday the 13th in
it.

The anemometer is used to
measure the force, velocity or
pressure of the wind.

Easter is the first Sunday after
the first full moon after March 21.




