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(NAPSA)—For people ready to
make the commitment and buy a
home, the timing couldn’t be better.
Buying conditions are more favor-
able than they’ve been in years:
Home choices are abundant,
affordability has improved, mort-
gages are available and interest
rates are historically low. Even bet-
ter, a temporary $7,500 tax credit
is also available for first-time
homebuyers. The bad news is that
these incentives won’t last forever. 

“Homeownership is an invest-
ment in your future. For people in
a good position to purchase a
home, buying now is a smart
move,” says Lawrence Yun, chief
economist for the National Associ-
ation of Realtors®. “Current mar-
ket conditions are ideal, creating a
window of opportunity for buyers
who want to become homeowners.”

Homeownership isn’t just
financially rewarding—it also cre-
ates stability and provides many
social benefits. Purchasing a
home means investing in the com-
munity. People have a greater
stake in what happens in their
local area when they own rather
than rent. Families and neighbor-
hoods build lifelong bonds that
create strong foundations for
future generations. 

“Studies have shown children
of homeowners are stronger acad-
emically,” adds Yun. “There’s a
certain comfort and security chil-
dren feel knowing they have a sta-
ble place to call home.”

Homeownership also con-
tributes to safer communities
because owners have a lot more
to lose financially than those
who rent. Homeowners are much
more l ikely to participate in
local crime prevention programs
and be involved in local civic
affairs.

A recent study found that eight
out of 10 economists agree that
home prices will rise again in the
next five years. Waiting too long
could cost you the home of your
dreams and you could find your-
self looking back with regret, won-
dering why you didn’t buy when
you had the chance. 

A Realtor® can explain market
conditions and help you take
advantage of real estate opportu-
nities. For more information, to
search home listings or find a
Realtor® in your area, visit
www.realtor.com.

Great Opportunities For First-Time Buyers

With low interest rates and an
abundance of available homes, it
can be a great time to turn those
dreams of homeownership into a
reality.

(NAPSA)—A unique program
could give local sports fields and
parks a much-needed face-lift—
and the result could be happier,
healthier children. 

The National Recreation and
Park Association projects a $38
billion funding deficit for basic
needs of local parks over the next
four years. Budget cuts for these
parks and recreation departments
could result in fewer places for
kids to play, particularly in the
inner cities. 

Public fields are an invaluable
resource to our nation’s commu-
nities. That’s why the Kellogg’s
Frosted Flakes Earn Your
Stripes program plans to reno-
vate 50 fields across the United
States as part of its field renova-
tion program. This initiative was
created to provide children with
the opportunity to stay active
and be their very best by giving
them better places to play.

The Earn Your Stripes initiative
kicked off with the reveal of the
first fully renovated field in Tampa
with New Orleans Saints quarter-
back, Drew Brees. This event initi-
ated a nationwide opportunity for
parents to nominate local fields for
renovation, demonstrating that
before anyone can earn a single
stripe, someone has to help give
kids places to realize their promise
and potential. 

“Frosted Flakes’ field makeover
program and the first field renova-
tion in Tampa are great examples
of what we can do to help encour-

age our kids to be active and stay
healthy,” said Brees. “It just takes
a few minutes for parents to go
online to frostedflakes.com, nomi-
nate a field and make a difference
in kids’ lives.”  
How to “Earn Your Stripes” in

The Community
• Adults 18 years of age or

older may nominate a designated
outdoor baseball, softball, T-ball,
soccer, football, lacrosse, field
hockey field, track or basketball
court in their local community for
a makeover. 

• Registration and entry sub-
mission are free and entrants are
required to answer a few ques-
tions about the field, why it needs
to be renovated and how a make -
over would help the community. 

• Nominations will be accepted
online at www.frostedflakes.com
until March 31, 2009. The site
also has more information on the
program and on ways to get
involved in the field renovation
initiative. 

Keeping Local Sports Fields In Shape

NFL quarterback Drew Brees
unveils the first renovated field
during Super Bowl week in Tampa.

***
My wife and I were happy for 20 years. Then we met. 

—Rodney Dangerfield 
***

***
Can our form of government, our system of justice, survive if one can be denied a freedom because he
might abuse it?

—Harlon Carter 
***

***
Love yourself first and everything else falls into line. You really have to love yourself to get anything
done in this world.

—Lucille Ball
***

***
The body is an instrument, the mind its function, the witness and reward of its operation.

—George Santayana
***

About 60,000 Americans are
over 100 years old.

Though kangaroos can grow
up to six feet tall, their young—
called joeys—are just an inch
long when born.

Homing pigeons carried mes-
sages for the ancient Egyptians
and Persians more than 3,000
years ago.

The month of April gets its name from the Latin aperire, meaning
“to open,” as do the flower buds that month.

The name of the principal of Riverdale High, where Archie comic
book characters Archie, Jughead, Betty and Veronica were students,
was Mr. Weatherbee.

Some of the more intriguing names that the Pilgrims gave to their
babies included Ashes, Dust, Earth, Delivery, Increase and Weep-not.




