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(NAPSA)—You left your home
too late and are now rushing to
get to an appointment. Or perhaps
traffic was backed up and now
that it’s freeing up a bit, you want
to make up for lost time.

But before you put the pedal to
the metal, did you know that
speeding is one of the most preva-
lent factors contributing to traffic
crashes? There are approximately
6 million police-reported car acci-
dents every year in America—
that’s one accident every five sec-
onds. According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, speeding reduces a driv-
er’s ability to steer safely around
curves or objects in the roadway,
extends the distance necessary to
stop a vehicle and increases the
distance a vehicle travels while
the driver reacts to a dangerous
situation. 

Do you recognize any of these
other seemingly harmless driving
behaviors? 

• Swerving or missing an exit
while talking on a cell phone? 

• Applying lipstick or mascara
while driving? 

• Driving while reading a
newspaper or your text messages?

• Encroaching on the bumper
of the car in front of you?

Whether you’re 16 or 60, re-
sponsible driving should be every-
one’s priority. Additionally, safe
driving practices may help you
save money on your auto insur-
ance because insurance companies
base premiums, in part, on dri-
ving records. It pays to find out if

your insurer will give discounts
for being accident-free. A few
habits that may help you become
a safer driver include:

• Signaling when changing
lanes;

• Slowing down and using cau-
tion when driving in bad weather;

• Maintaining a two-second
rule when following other vehicles;

• Asking someone else to take
over the wheel when you’re tired,
upset or have consumed alcohol.

Some insurance companies will
also give discounts if you’ve taken
a defensive driving class or if you
are a student and meet certain
requirements such as achieving
good grades. Others offer rewards
for safe driving where discounts
can be earned toward the next
renewal premium. 

To see whether the rates you
are paying reflect your driving
record, contact your local insur-
ance agent or visit www.all
state.com to learn more. 

Can Certain Driving Practices Help You Save Money
On Your Auto Insurance?

Safe driving practices may help
you save money on your auto
insurance because insurance
companies base premiums, in
part, on driving records.

(NAPSA)—Does community ser-
vice hold the key to combating peer
pressure? A new survey suggests
there may be a possible relation-
ship between kids’ involvement in
community service and being less
likely to yield to peer pressure.

The survey, commissioned by
Start Something, a free character
education, volunteer service and
career exploration program from
Target and the Tiger Woods Foun-
dation, revealed that nearly half
(42 percent) of kids who partici-
pate in community service never
or hardly ever feel uncomfortable
due to peer pressure.

The Target survey, conducted
by Harris Interactive, also uncov-
ered other encouraging news.
Fifty-one percent of kids who par-
ticipate in community service
report being not at all afraid of
being bullied, and 37 percent of
kids ages 8 to 17 who are involved
in community service report hav-
ing a “very good” relationship with
their parents.

Moreover, kids who are involved
in community service place more
importance on setting high goals
for themselves. Sixty-three percent
of kids who are involved in commu-
nity service report it is “extremely
important” or “very important” to
set high goals for themselves ver-
sus 46 percent of kids who are not
involved in community service.
Other research studies and pro-
gram evaluations show evidence
that community service can in-
crease positive attitudes toward
others, the future and the commu-
nity, and that community service
also helps young people bond with
their community.

Target and the Tiger Woods
Foundation are hoping to reach

the 24 percent of survey respon-
dents ages 13 to 17 who reported
they are “not at all involved” in
community service with the intro-
duction of a new High School Self-
Study Guide, designed for highly
motivated high school students
who would like to go through the
Start Something program individ-
ually or with a mentor.

Through the Start Something
program, kids learn the import-
ance of performing volunteer ser-
vice to help them gain an under-
standing of how service to others
can benefit themselves as well as
the larger community. Kids are
also encouraged to examine the
characteristics of positive leader-
ship and learn skills for dealing
with peer pressure. The curricu-
lum helps kids define a specific
personal goal and develop an
action plan to achieve it while giv-
ing back to their community and
exploring careers that fit within
their areas of interest.

Start Something has enrolled
more than 3.8 million youth across
the country since the program’s
launch in 2000. The Start Some-
thing program is available to teach-
ers and youth group leaders for use
with groups at Target.com/start
something or by calling (800) 316-
6142. High school students can also
visit the site to download or call to
order the High School Self-Study
Guide. Materials are available in
both English and Spanish.

Community Service Helps Combat Peer Pressure

“Kids who are involved in 
community service place more 
importance on setting high goals 
for themselves.”

WHAT COLLEGES
DON’T TELL YOU
(NAPSA)—Did you know? A

child’s guidance counselor can
help reverse a deferral. A parent
can help get a child off a waiting
list. And there is a way for stu-
dents to back out of Early Deci-
sion once they’ve been accepted.

In “What Colleges Don’t Tell You
(and Other Parents Don’t Want You
To Know)” (Hudson Street Press,
$23.95), Elizabeth Wissner-Gross, a

highly sought-
after “packager”
of high school
students, shares
highly coveted
strategies to
help parents get
their kids into
the country’s
most competitive
colleges.

Every week,
national publications such as “The
New York Times,” “USA Today” and
“The Wall Street Journal” chronicle
how college admissions in the U.S.
have never been as competitive as
they are right now. Three million
kids graduate every year from
nearly 30,000 high schools—that
means 30,000 valedictorians and
30,000 editors-in-chief all applying
to the same top schools. 

Nowadays, being a hardwork-
ing, well-rounded student at the
top of every school organization
and loaded with good recommen-
dations is not enough.

Targeting the college-educated
parents of today’s college-bound
teenagers, Wissner-Gross empow-
ers parents by decoding the highly
secretive and seemingly arbitrary
college admissions process, reveal-
ing 272 little-known, unconven-
tional, tried-and-true secrets to
help parents get their children
into the schools of their dreams. 

Artist Offers Support For Dialing 2-1-1 

(NAPSA)—In an effort to focus national attention on the need to
develop and fund a consistent three-digit information dialing system
nationwide, Louisiana-born artist George Rodrigue created and
donated an image of his well-known “Blue Dog” mired in red tape. The
painting is to be used to represent the need for using the 2-1-1 phone
number nationwide. Rodrigue believes last year’s Gulf Coast storms
demonstrated the need for a single three-digit phone number for infor-
mation on community services, volunteering and human service infor-
mation and referrals that would be used nationally. For more informa-
tion, visit www.211.org or to find out more about the George Rodrigue
Art Campaign for Recovery, log on to www.bluedogrelief.com.
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(NAPSA)—Choosing a school
for your child is one of the most
important decisions you can make.
The process can be challenging,
but with a little research and ini-
tiative, you’ll find a school that’s a
great match for your child. 

“Private school” is a term used
to describe all nonpublic schools.
“Independent schools” are one type
of private school. Independent
schools have unique missions.
They are called “independent”
because they have independent
boards of trustees who govern the
school, and they are independently
financed, primarily through
tuition, charitable contributions
and endowment income.

There are independent schools
in almost every part of the coun-
try. Independent schools can be
day schools or boarding schools.
They can be coed, all-girls or all-
boys. Some independent schools
are small, with only a few dozen
students, while others are large,
with several thousand students.

The first step in choosing an
independent school is to think
about the ideal school for your
child. 

• Is the school large or small?
• Does it offer specific classes

or extracurricular programs?
• Is it traditional or progressive?
• Coeducational or single-sex? 
• A day school or a boarding

school? 
• Is it competitive or more

nurturing?
The next step is to find out

about the different schools avail-
able to you. Start looking at
schools in the early autumn of the
year before you want your child to
attend an independent school.

Look at different schools’ Web
sites, and request admission
materials from the schools you
think might work for you. 

Visit a number of schools so
you can get a better sense of the
character of each school. This will
help you narrow down the number
of schools you want to apply to. 

Applications are usually due in
the winter. Most schools will ask
you to submit a completed appli-
cation form, the most recent acad-
emic transcript with grades, stan-
dardized testing results and
teacher recommendations, but
requirements and deadlines vary
from school to school. 

It’s also important to consider
different financing options as
you’re learning about different
schools. Many schools have finan-
cial aid programs, and often the
application deadline for aid is
before the standard application. 

For tips about admission and
financial aid and to search for a
list of independent schools, please
visit www.nais.org/admission. 

Finding The Right Private School For Your Child

IF YOU DO SOME HOMEWORK first,
you’ll find a school that’s a good
match for your child.

***
When there is no peril in the
fight there is no glory in the
triumph.

—Pierre Corneille
***

***
Go confidently in the direction
of your dreams. Live the life you
have imagined.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
If you wish success in life, make
perseverance your bosom
friend, experience your wise
counselor, caution your elder
brother and hope your guardian
genius.

—Joseph Addison
***

***
The scornful nostril and the
high head gather not the odors
that lie on the track of truth.

—George Eliot
***




