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(NAPSA)—Man’s best friend has
taken on a whole new meaning.  For
people with epilepsy, specially trained
seizure response dogs offer more than
24-hour companionship. The dogs
may actually help people regain their
independence and a renewed sense
of confidence.  

Following training of more than
90 general commands like picking
up medicine and opening doors,
seizure response dogs are taught
specialized behaviors based on the
type of seizure their owner experi-
ences. For epilepsy patients with
convulsions, which are sometimes
violent in nature, the dogs are
trained to get their owners safely to
the ground, stay by their side and
summon help or retrieve a phone.

“Seizure response dogs repre-
sent the fastest growing request
we receive and we’re really driven
to help these people,” said Jennifer
Arnold, founder and executive
director of Canine Assistants. 

UCB Pharma, Inc., and Canine
Assistants have entered into a
multi-year partnership to sponsor
seizure response dogs for epilepsy
patients across the U.S. Under the
sponsorship, UCB will provide sup-
port through Canine Assistants for
the care, training and lifetime vet-
erinary costs for all dogs given to
epilepsy patients.

“As The Epilepsy Company,
UCB recognizes that patients with
epilepsy experience emotional,
social and physical life challenges
that cannot be addressed by med-
ication,” said Rich Denness, Vice
President and General Manager,
CNS Business Unit, UCB Pharma,
Inc. “UCB understands the value of
treating the ‘whole’ patient and we
are thrilled to have a partner like

Canine Assistants that allows us to
make a very personal commitment
to the epilepsy community.” 

Epilepsy, which affects 2.7 mil-
lion Americans, is difficult to treat.
This lifelong battle can be emotion-
ally taxing and affect everyday
activities, which can lead to
depression, anxiety and loss of
independence.  

“People with epilepsy can gain
full or partial control of their
seizures with proper medical treat-
ment, including anti-epileptic
drugs. Newer, second-generation
anti-epileptics, like Keppra® (leve-
tiracetam), provide physicians and
patients more opportunities to find
the right combination of medicines
to achieve the best seizure control
and side effect balance,” said Liz-
beth de Padua, MD, Neurological
Consultants of Kansas City, Inc.
and St. Luke’s Health System,
Kansas City, MO. “However, for
patients who do not obtain com-
plete seizure control, the addition

of a seizure response dog can
vastly improve not only the
patient’s, but their caregiver ’s
quality-of-life.”

Keppra® (levetiracetam) is a
medicine that is used to treat par-
tial seizures in adults and children
4 years of age and older with
epilepsy. It is used with other
seizure medicines to help control
your seizures. Keppra® may cause
the following serious problems in
adults: extreme sleepiness, tired-
ness, and weakness; problems with
muscle coordination (problems
walking and moving); and mood
and behavior changes. The most
common side effects with Keppra®

in adults are sleepiness, weakness,
dizziness, and infection. Keppra®

may cause the following serious
problems in children: extreme
sleepiness, tiredness and weakness;
mood and behavior changes. The
most common side effects with
Keppra® in children are sleepiness,
accidental injury, hostility, irritabil-
ity, weakness. These are not all the
side effects of Keppra®. If you get
any side effects that concern you,
call your healthcare provider. You
can get more information about
Keppra® at www.keppra.com or by
calling 1-800-477-7877.

For more information about
epilepsy and epilepsy management
visit www.ucbepilepsy.com.   

Since 1991 Canine Assistants,
located in Alpharetta, Georgia has
been providing assistance dogs at
no cost to people with disabilities
including epilepsy. The patients
are selected based on their individ-
ual needs and the services the dogs
can provide. For more information
about Canine Assistants visit
www.canineassistants.com. 

Seizure Response Dogs Help People With Epilepsy Gain A New Lease On Life

Seizure response dogs helping
epilepsy patients represent the
fastest growing request received
by Canine Assistants.

(NAPSA)—If you think you can’t
get anything for free in this world,
you’ll want to learn more about a
free life insurance program designed
for parents. Yes, free.

The philanthropic LifeBridgeSM

Free Life Insurance program is
designed to help protect a family’s
dream of providing an education
for their children should anything
happen to them before their child
is finished with school. It’s that
simple.

Under the program, Massachu-
setts Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany (MassMutual) will issue a
$50,000 10-year term life insur-
ance policy to a trust. There is no
cost to you. MassMutual pays the
premiums. 

If you die within the policy
period, the $50,000 is used to
cover the educational expenses of
your children. They have 10 years
after your death or until age 35
(whichever is later) to use this
$50,000 educational benefit.

The $50,000 benefit is paid to
what is called a “trust.” The trust,
The MassMutual Trust Company,
FSB, holds the dollars that will
then pay for the educational
expenses of your children. This
benefit can be used to pay for
tuition, fees, books, campus room
and board and other educational
expenses. Preschool, private
school, trade school or colleges
and universities all qualify.

“We are trying to ensure that
children of working parents have
access to educational opportuni-
ties, no matter what their finan-

cial means,” said Matt Winter,
executive vice president, Mass-
Mutual. 

To be eligible to apply for the
program you must be:

• between the ages of 19 and 42
• the parent or legal guardian

of one or more dependent children
under age 18

• a permanent legal resident of
the U.S.

• currently employed full or
part time with a total family
income not less than $10,000 or
more than $40,000 annually

• the only member of your
household who has applied for the
LifeBridge Free Life Insurance
program and

• in good health and able to
meet MassMutual’s underwriting
guidelines.

Visit www.massmutual.com for
more information on the Life-
Bridge program or call 1-800-272-
2216. 

Free Life Insurance Program For Parents

A free life insurance program
helps protect a family’s dream of
educating their children.

(NAPSA)—Every year, across
the United States, thousands of
older adults with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease are reported missing. As
many as 60 percent of people with
Alzheimer’s disease or a related
dementia will wander, often
repeatedly. If not found within 24
hours, up to half of those who
wander will suffer serious injury
—even death. 

The Alzheimer ’s Association
Safe Return® program has a
proven 98 percent success rate in
returning wanderers. To help
increase enrollment in this life-
saving program, MetLife Founda-
tion recently made a major grant
to the Alzheimer ’s Association,
which seeks to find ways to pro-
mote greater public awareness of
Safe Return.

“Wandering is a frightening and
potentially life-threatening behav-
ior for those with Alzheimer’s,”
said Sibyl Jacobson, President,
MetLife Foundation. “As more
individuals are diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease, people need to
be made aware of this life-saving
and important program.”

Originally developed in 1993,
Safe Return is an identification,
support and enrollment program
working at the community level
that provides assistance for a per-
son with Alzheimer’s disease who
wanders off and becomes lost.
Since its inception, Safe Return
has helped facilitate over 11,000
safe returns. Last year, over 3,000
wandering incidents were reported
to the program. 

For a one-time enrollment fee of
$40, assistance is available 24
hours a day, every day. Enrollees
receive an engraved identification
bracelet or necklace, and iron-on
clothing labels with the Safe
Return 800 number. When an
enrollee is found, Safe Return can
access enrollee information and
notify listed contacts.

“We’ve seen quite positive

results with Safe Return, but feel
strongly that greater outreach will
allow us to make a difference in
the lives of many more families,”
said Kathryn Kane, Senior Vice
President, Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. “We’re proud of the success of
the Safe Return program and
appreciate the support that
MetLife Foundation is providing
to help spread the word.”

According to the Association,
unlike the dictionary’s definition
of wandering, which suggests
movement without a specific pur-
pose, a person with Alzheimer’s
disease actually may have a defi-
nite destination in mind. “Many
times, these individuals are trying
to fulfill former obligations, such
as trying to go to work or get to
their home,” says Kane. Wander-
ing can be caused by several fac-
tors, including stress, restlessness
and fear arising from the misin-
terpretation of sights and sounds. 

For information about MetLife
Foundation’s support of Alz-
heimer’s initiatives, visit www.
metlife.org. To enroll in Safe
Return, or for information on
senior safety issues, call 1-888-
572-8566 or visit www.alz.org/
safereturn. 

Providing A Safer Return For 
Older Adults Who Wander 

Tips For Reducing Wandering Behavior:
• Encourage movement and exercise to reduce
   anxiety and restfulness.
• Involve the person in productive daily
   activities (folding laundry, preparing dinner).
• Redirect pacing or restless behavior.
• Place a mirror near doorways.
• Reassure the person if he or she feels lost
   or disoriented.
• Inform neighbors and local emergency
   responders of your loved one’s condition.
• Keep your home safe and secure by
   installing deadbolt locks on exterior doors and
   limiting access to potentially dangerous areas.
• Enroll your loved one in the Safe Return
   program.

SOURCE: Alzheimer’s Association

(NAPSA)—One family pastime
that’s gaining in popularity is
Game Night. Not only are board
games a fun way to interact as a
family, but they’re an inexpensive
form of entertainment that gets
everyone involved. One example is
the Cranium Family Fun Game,
which packs in loads of new, inno-
vative activities in less than 40
minutes. The creative challenges
encourage players, young and old,
to have their moment in the spot-
light, build self-esteem and laugh
out loud. To learn more, visit
www.cranium.com/fun.

“The key to this year’s holiday
look is to think in terms of soft,
all over shimmer with romantic
pale pastels with sheer, iridescent
textures,” explains celebrity
makeup artist, Paul Starr, direc-
tor of Estée Lauder ’s National
Makeup Artist team. “Eyes should
gleam, lips glisten, and cheeks
glow.” To help someone on your
holiday list reflect the season’s
sparkle, the company has created
the Holiday Pleasures makeup
collection of luminous pink and
golden beige glosses, lipsticks, eye
shadows, and face powder.

To learn about budgeting, plan-
ning, saving money and managing
credit, visit HSBC’s comprehen-
sive financial education Web site,
www.yourmoneycounts.com.

Internet cafes and business
lounges are handy—but don’t

conduct any private accounting
business or access your personal
information there. Those places
can be havens for crafty thieves,
says travel expert Amy Ziff. For
more travel advice you can check
out her monthly column at
www.travelocity.com/atoz.

People concerned with paying
for health care may want to log on
to healthysolutions.tv. A report
called “Planning for a Healthier
Tomorrow: The Family Health
Budget,” looks into the effect ris-
ing health care costs have had on
families and examines how com-
panies such as Humana have pro-
vided some much needed assis-
tance. For more information visit
www.humana.com. 

Families should periodically
reevaluate their insurance protec-
tion as their responsibilities
change over time, advise the
experts at Mutual of Omaha. For
more information, visit www.
mutualofomaha.com. 

***
Hide not your talents, they for
use were made. What’s a sun-
dial in the shade? 

—Benjamin Franklin 
***

***
Use what talent you possess: the
woods would be very silent if
no birds sang except those that
sang best. 

—Henry Van Dyke 
***

***
Only those who will risk going
too far can possibly find out how
far one can go. 

—T. S. Eliot 
***

**
Success is relative. It is what
we can make of the mess we
have made of things. 

—T. S. Eliot
***




