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(NAPSA)—If you’re like many
Americans, chances are you’ve
learned “a lot from a dummy,” know
that “only you can prevent forest
fires” and are more than willing to
“take a bite out of crime.” But did
you know that those public service
advertisements (PSAs) have con-
tributed more that catchy slogans
to our daily language? 

For instance, within six months
of launching a mentoring PSA cam-
paign, there was a 75 percent
increase in Big Brothers and Big
Sisters mentoring applications.
Similarly, the United Negro College
Fund’s PSA campaign (“A Mind Is
A Terrible Thing To Waste”) helped
graduate more than 350,000 deserv-
ing minority students. In addition,
since Smokey Bear PSAs came on
the scene, the amount of acreage
lost in the U.S. to wildfires has de-
creased from 22 million a year to
eight million. 

These PSAs and countless oth-
ers were created by the Ad Council,
a nonprofit group that has produced
thousands of PSAs over the past 60
years. The Ad Council is the result
of a pro bono collaboration from the
communications industry. Ad agen-
cies from throughout the country
create the PSAs for free and the
media donates the time and space
to run them. 

The Ad Council’s first campaign
was launched in 1942, weeks after
the attack on Pearl Harbor. Its ear-
liest campaign helped drive 85 mil-
lion Americans to buy war bonds.
Since then, other campaigns such
as “Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive
Drunk” and “Pollution: It’s A Crying
Shame” have helped raise aware-
ness about critically important
issues, inspire individuals to action
and even save lives. 

For more information or to view
some favorite PSAs, visit www.
adcouncil.org.

SMOKEY BEAR? MCGRUFF THE CRIME DOG? CRASH TEST DUMMIES?
Americans Tune In To Ways To Help Others

Look Familiar? Millions of Americans recognize Smokey Bear, The
Crash Test Dummies, McGruff The Crime Dog and other icons from
memorable Ad Council PSAs, but Ad Council PSAs are more than
memorable...they make a difference. For example, Vince and Larry
(The Crash Test Dummies) helped increase seat belt use from 21 per-
cent to 79 percent.

(NAPSA)—Native insects, spiders
and even rodents play a vital role in
the environment. Certain pests, how-
ever, can be hazardous to one’s health,
from inflicting painful bites and
stings that cause severe allergic reac-
tions, to transmitting diseases that
may be life-threatening. 

According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), several pest-related dis-
eases pose a public health concern
to those living in North America.
It is important that the public
learn to identify and prevent con-
tact with the most dangerous
pests, including: 

• Mosquito. A tiny mosquito can
cause big damage. A few of the
more than 200 species found
throughout North America trans-
mit West Nile virus and other
viruses that cause encephalitis.
Internationally, mosquitoes can
carry and transmit the infectious
agents that cause malaria, lym-
phatic filarisis and yellow fever.

• Rodent. From mice and rats to
ground squirrels and prairie dogs,
rodents, as well as their fleas and
mites, are known to transmit dis-
eases. The house mouse, recogniz-
able by its grey coat and distinct
ears, can contaminate food and sur-
faces. Deer mice, tan or brown on
top with white feet and underbel-
lies, can transmit a hantavirus that
causes hantavirus pulmonary syn-
drome (HPS). Hantaviruses cause
flu-like symptoms and death in
more than one-third of cases, and
there is no known treatment or
vaccine. Norway rats, stocky with
grayish-brown coats, can transmit
murine typhus as well as contami-
nate food and surfaces. 

• Tick. An adult tick has eight
legs and is smaller than a sun-
flower seed. Ticks can transmit

diseases including Lyme disease,
Rocky Mountain spotted fever,
babesiosis, relapsing fever and
tularemia.  

“Not only do some pests cause
disease, others are responsible for
causing severe allergic reactions in
humans and even death through
bites or stings,” said Ron Harrison,
Ph.D. and board-certified entomol-
ogist for Orkin, Inc.  “Fire ants,
yellow jackets, hornets and brown
recluse spiders are prime exam-
ples of the most dangerous pests
that do not transmit disease.” 

Ways to prevent unwanted
pests in homes and establishments
include caulking seals on doors,
windows and ceiling cracks; clean-
ing thoroughly and frequently;
and, most importantly, contacting
a pest control professional for pre-
vention and treatment.  

To learn more about North
America’s most dangerous pests,
visit www.Orkin.com to download
a brochure. Call 1-800-800-ORKIN
or visit www.Orkin.com for a free
home inspection.

Everyday Pests Can Pose A Health Threat

A pest management professional
can help reduce the danger of
pests like the deer mouse, which
can transmit hantavirus.
(Photo courtesy of CDC.)

(NAPSA)—Discriminating Los
Angelenos savoring morsels of
Bolivian Corn Tamales. Scores of
southerners devouring hot blues-
music and even hotter ribs at the
Fort Lauderdale Blues, Booze &
BBQ. And hundreds of New
Orleans bon vivants gathered in
the city’s most exclusive hotel to
enjoy Andouille & Creole Boudin
Sausages.

What do all these food and
wine lovers have in common?
They are each fighting hunger.
And not just their own. Across the
country, gourmet food lovers
attend Share Our Strength’s Taste
of the Nation® events. Fine-dining
fans “in the know” have long real-
ized that Taste of the Nation
events are the most affordable
way to sample the best dining a
city has to offer all in one place,
and a delicious way to give back to
the community. Thanks to local
and national sponsors, and the
volunteer efforts of some of the
country’s greatest chefs and com-
munity leaders, 100 percent of the
event’s ticket proceeds go to fight
childhood hunger. 

In its 18th year, Taste of the
Nation has raised more than $55
million, supporting 450 groups
working to end hunger and
poverty. Completely volunteer run
and organized, each Taste of the
Nation event is different, taking
on the unique personality, culture,
and cuisine of its host city. 

More than 55,000 guests are
expected to attend the food and

wine tastings this year, held in 60
cities across the United States
and Canada. The dramatic
turnout makes the event the
largest gourmet benefit of its
kind.

“Taste of the Nation mobilizes
thousands of Americans to join the
fight against childhood hunger,”
says Bill Shore, Executive Director
of Share Our Strength. “From the
incredible chefs and volunteers
who donate their time, to the
national and local corporate spon-
sors, Taste of the Nation offers peo-
ple a way to fight childhood hunger
while sampling incredible cuisine.”

The event’s co-presenting spon-
sors are American Express and
Jenn-Air®. National product spon-
sors include SYSCO Corporation,
illy caffè, Brown-Forman Bever-
ages Worldwide, and Samuel
Adams, America’s World-Class
Beer™.

To find a Taste of the Nation
event, visit www.strength.org.

When Foodies Attack
Food And Wine Lovers Around The Country 

Unite To Fight Hunger

Eating well and doing good are
the hallmarks of Share Our
Strength’s Taste of the Nation.

(NAPSA)—Root canal treat-
ment, one of the most feared den-
tal procedures, is enjoying a more
positive reputation among
patients these days. If you, like
many people, think a root canal
means hours of anguish in your
dentist’s chair, you’ll be pleased to
learn that most root canal treat-
ments now take less than an hour
and can be virtually painless. The
key to ensuring a positive experi-
ence is choosing the right profes-
sional to perform your procedure.

Your dentist may be well quali-
fied to handle uncomplicated root
canals. For more challenging pro-
cedures, however, it may make
more sense for you to visit an
endodontist. Endodontists are den-
tists who specialize in performing
root canal treatments and relieving
oral and facial pain. Following four
years of dental school, they com-
plete an additional two to three
years of advanced training in
endodontics, the science of treating
problems with the tissue inside the
tooth. On average, endodontists
perform 25 root canal treatments
each week. In contrast, general
practitioners perform approxi-
mately two a week.

Endodontists have incorpo-
rated advanced technologies, such
as digital imaging and operating
microscopes, into root canal treat-
ments, resulting in greater accu-
racy and virtually painless visits
for their patients. These improve-
ments, coupled with endodon-
tists’ expertise in administering
local anesthesia, translate into a
more positive patient experience.

A 2003 survey of root canal
patients conducted by research
firm L.C. Williams & Associates
showed that the vast majority (85
percent) of individuals who had
their root canals performed by
endodontists would return to
them for future procedures. 

How should you decide if you
need to visit an endodontist for
your root canal? Ask your dentist.
Dentists often send their patients
to endodontists for root canal
treatment, so it’s not unusual or
inappropriate to ask if such a visit
is warranted. In fact, a study con-
ducted by the American Associa-
tion of Endodontists (AAE)
showed that 97 percent of dentists
refer patients to endodontists for
root canal treatments and other
endodontic procedures.

To find an endodontist in your
area, either ask your dentist for a
referral, or search for one online
using the “Find an Endodontist”
tool available on the AAE Web
site, www.rootcanalspecialists.org. 

For Virtually Painless Root Canal Treatment,
Call in the Reliever—An Endodontist

(NAPSA)—Knowing a strong
exterior is essential to protecting
a home and its owners’ pocket-
book, siding manufacturers have
focused on producing materials
that stay put even during severe
weather. For instance, building
products manufacturer Certain-
Teed makes a vinyl siding that
offers a unique “Won’t Blow Off”
warranty. For more information,
visit www.certainteed.com or call
800-782-8777.

If  a once healthy lawn no
longer seems to have the dense,
lush surface it had, now is the
time to identify the cause of the
problem. The first step is to
identify the pest and the condi-
tions that led to the infestation.
Environmental stewardship
should be a high priority when
managing and maintaining
lawns and landscapes.  Visit
www.projectevergreen.com.




