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(NAPSA)—Music makes learn-
ing fun. Increasingly, that is the
view of both educators and par-
ents who remember learning their
ABCs through the Alphabet Song
or learning their numbers to the
repetition and rhyme of 1,2 Buck-
le My Shoe. An increasing number
of studies with young children
support the theory that music
making contributes to the devel-
opment of essential cognitive sys-
tems, which include reasoning,
creativity, thinking, decision-mak-
ing and problem solving. 

Young children begin by chant-
ing words and syllables and then
move on to narratives and imagi-
native stories. They enjoy substi-
tuting new words in familiar
songs. As delightful as this may
seem, important learning is tak-
ing place as children are exposed
to music. Musical elements are
introduced and the rhythm,
rhymes and repetition sensitize
children to the sounds of lan-
guage, an important predictor of
later success in reading. 

With this in mind, today’s
preschoolers are now able to learn
their lessons through the repeti-
tion, rhythm and rhyme of musi-
cal sounds and lyrics with help
from Learn Through Music. This
new, interactive early learning
system from Fisher-Price helps
toddlers between 18 months and 4
years develop the building blocks
of learning with their favorite
friends from Barney, Blue’s Clues,
Dora the Explorer and Sesame
Street. 

Featuring a cleverly designed
base unit, plus interactive soft-
ware cartridges, the Learn
Through Music learning system
incorporates a wide range of lyri-

cal and rhythmic devices, from
songs and nursery rhymes to
poems, raps and cheers. Through
two modes of play, each lesson fea-
tures both visual and audio con-
tent geared toward helping
preschoolers grasp and retain the
most basic and critical building
blocks of learning, including the
alphabet, observation and deduc-
tive reasoning, social interaction
and Spanish language skills. The
Musical Identification Mode incor-
porates fun and memorable songs
and poems to teach each lesson,
while the Quiz Mode quizzes the
child on what they have learned
in the song. The touch-sensitive
light-up screen makes it easy and
fun for preschoolers to interact
with each character driven lesson.
Children can also sing along with
the microphone as they learn.

Because music engages a
child’s entire self—mind, body and
soul—putting lessons to music
makes it fun and easy for children
to soak up new information. It’s
almost as if the child sings with
knowledge.

Learning Through Music Strikes A Responsive Chord

IN HARMONY—A musical
learning system has been devel-
oped that captures children’s
attention and imaginations and
helps them absorb and remem-
ber basic concepts.

A Unique Lesson In Giving
(NAPSA)—A national survey

shows that kids who volunteer
their time develop an invaluable
sense of compassion towards oth-
ers and a deeper understanding of
the world around them. Giving
also helps them feel better about
themselves and shapes their atti-
tude to lifelong volunteerism.

One opportunity is a program
run by Scholastic Book Clubs
called ClassroomsCare. For the
third year in a row, kids get to read
books in their classrooms, and for
every l00 they read, the club
donates l00 books—for a total
donation of two million books—to
underprivileged kids who cannot
afford to buy books. The books are
given to four different charity part-
ners, First Book®, the “I Have a
Dream” Foundation®, Reach Out
and Read® and Save The
Children®. Last year, over l.5 mil-
lion students took part in this
extraordinary giving-by-reading
program and millions of children
got to own their first book. A
Florida second grade teacher cap-
tured the spirit by proclaiming “my
students felt so proud knowing
that by reading they could share
their love of books with others.”

For more information about the
ClassroomsCare program, visit
www.scholastic.com/classroomscare
or talk to your child’s teacher.
Experts say it is never too early to
learn about giving to others.

OF YOUTH (NAPSA)—While making cos-
tumes may be a challenge, prepar-
ing your Halloween party menu
can be easy. First, remember that
fun, ghoulish snacks make Hal-
loween fun, but you should also
have favorite party foods that
everyone can enjoy. 

For the most part, if there are
children at the party, you can be
sure there will be plenty of sweets
in their trick-or-treat bags. Make
sure there are other snack items
available like pretzels, chips and
vegetables or fruit. Additional
alternatives offer an opportunity
to get creative with Halloween
themes or to focus on the tastes of
adult guests. 

Hearty items like Hillshire
Farm® Lit’l Smokies™ make a ter-
rific addition to Halloween fare so
guests can create a small meal
from more filling appetizers—
especially if the event starts in the
early evening. Have a crockpot of
Lit’l Smokies in BBQ sauce sim-
mering so guests can snack when-
ever they want to. Offer other fin-
ger food like mini sandwiches,
summer sausage, or chicken
wings alongside.

With these simple ideas in
hand preparing the food for your
party should be done in no
time...which should leave you
plenty of time for the costumes.

For Adult Tastes
Lit’l Bourbon Links

1 Tbsp. grated onion
1 pkg. (16 oz.) Hillshire

Farm Lit’l Smokies (any
variety)

2 cups catsup
3⁄4 cup bourbon
1⁄2 cup dark brown sugar

1. In saucepan combine cat-
sup, bourbon, brown sugar
and onion.

2. Add Lit’l Smokies and
simmer over low heat. Or,
bake in preheated 350°F oven
for 30 minutes.

3. If mixture thickens too
much, thin with additional
water or bourbon. 

4. Transfer to a serving dish
or crockpot to keep warm.

5. Serve hot.

For Children
Lit’l Smokies in BBQ Sauce

1 pkg. (16 oz.) Hillshire
Farm Lit’l Smokies (any
variety)

1 bottle (12 oz.) BBQ sauce 
Grape jelly (optional)

1. Pour BBQ Sauce in sauce-
pan and add Lit’l Smokies.

2. Add grape jelly if desired
to sweeten taste.

3. Simmer over low heat. Or,
bake in preheated 350°F oven
for 30 minutes.

4. Transfer to a serving dish
or crockpot to keep warm.

5. Serve hot.

For more party appetizer ideas,
visit www.hillshirefarm.com.

Heartier Fare Adds Variety To Traditional Party Menu

In addition to chips and candy, a
party menu should include more
filling fare.

(NAPSA)—For many parents,
the first report card of the year
can bring about feelings of pride
and happiness. For parents who
are surprised by their child’s dis-
appointing grades, it can produce
feelings of anxiety and frustration. 

Fortunately, there are steps
parents can take to make that
surprise a happier one. 

“When a parent is surprised by
a poor report card it often means
they haven’t been staying informed
about their child’s progress,” says
Richard Bavaria, Ph.D., vice presi-
dent of education for Sylvan Learn-
ing Center. “A continuous and open
dialog among teachers, parents
and students will help alleviate
any concerns and enable parents
to address areas of concern before
they receive their child’s report
card.”

Sylvan Learning Center offers
the following tips to help parents
maintain clear communication
with their child:

• Teach your child that educa-
tion is important to your family.

• Discuss goals and objectives
for the school year. This may be a
great way to learn about difficul-
ties your child is having in specific
subject areas.

• Talk about school every day.
Make it a regular part of the
family’s routine. Openly talk
with her about her worries and
concerns as well as her joys and
achievements.

• Don’t wait for a report card
to talk about school and grades.
Frequently discuss how your child
is doing in each subject and what
grade he anticipates receiving.

• Talk with your child about
her study habits and develop a
study plan. Set aside specific time
for studying and make sure that
she has a properly equipped and
well-lit area to work.

• Discuss extracurricular
activities, such as team sports or
after-school jobs. Being oversched-
uled may affect his grades.

• If your child is having trou-
ble in school, talk about a method
to help get organized. A calendar
can help track tests, homework
and activities.

For additional ideas on commu-
nicating with teachers or for tips on
writing, reading and making math
fun, visit www.educate.com/tips or
call 1-800-31-SUCCESS.

How To Avoid The Report Card Surprise

Keeping an open dialog with
children can help parents antici-
pate a child’s grades.

(NAPSA)—Offices across the
nation are chock full of innova-
tions that help to make our work
lives easier, and sometimes even a
little more fun. Take a look
around your desk and you’re sure
to find paper clips, scissors, Post-
it® Notes and a variety of other
office essentials that were once
just ideas ready to burst forth
from an inventive mind.

Ever wonder how that stapler
on your desk or perhaps scissors
came to be? Ever hear of a new
product and think to yourself,
“Why didn’t I think of that?” 

To whom or to what do we owe
thanks for making our daily work
lives easier? 

In 1494 a sword maker in
Toledo, Spain, Juan-Miguel di
Sizore, invented the scissors, but
only by accident when he mis-
takenly riveted two swords
together.

Johan Vaaler, a Norwegian
inventor who held a degree in
electronics, science and mathe-
matics, patented the paper clip in
Germany in 1899.

Although there is some ques-
tion of exactly who invented the
stapler, it is known that the word
“stapler” became commonly used
in 1909. By the late 1930s, Swing-
line revolutionized stapling by
creating a stapler that held an
entire strip of staples. 

Why didn’t you think of that?
So you didn’t invent scissors,

the stapler or Post-it® Notes. Have
you ever had a great idea for a
new product, but not know where

to start to bring it to life? Now you
can start with Invention Quest™, a
nationwide search for the next
easy office product.

“Invention Quest™ is about
finding the next ‘staple’ that
makes your work day easier,” said
Tom Stemberg, chairman and
founder of Staples, Inc., the com-
pany that revolutionized how the
world shops for office supplies by
inventing the Office Superstore
concept. 

Through November 21, 2003,
America’s most inventive minds
have the opportunity to submit
their ideas for a revolutionary new
office product. One winner will
receive $25,000 and royalties for
their invention idea that Staples
creates and sells as an exclusive.
More information is available at
www.staples.com/iq.

In The Beginning,There Was The Pencil
Then paper clips. Liquid paper. Sticky notes. But what’s next?

Clever inventors may soon see
their ideas for office products on
store shelves.

***
Music is one of the greatest gifts
of all. It asks nothing in return
but that we listen.

—Anonymous
***

***
A verbal art like poetry is reflec-
tive; it stops to think. Music is
immediate; it goes on to become.

—W.H. Auden
***

***
Everyone has a fair turn to be
as great as he pleases.

—Jeremy Collier
***




