\_‘ Protecting Our Environment

It’'s Easy For Amerlcans To Sprmg Into Action

(NAPSA)—Americans are
beginning to focus on the annual
tradition of spring cleaning. How-
ever, according to a recent survey,
Americans are interested in clean-
ing more than just the inside of
their homes this year—they want
to help clean the environment, as
well.

Briggs & Stratton and the
National Wildlife Federation con-
ducted the survey to learn more
about Americans’ environmental
beliefs, as part of their annual
Mower Tune-Up Month campaign.
The two organizations created the
program in 2001 after finding that
out of 66 million lawn mower-own-
ing households, 40 million don’t
perform an annual tune-up, which
can reduce mower emissions up to
50 percent and fuel consumption
up to 30 percent.

However, many of those 40 mil-
lion households might be willing
to change their ways, according to
the survey results:

e More than 65 percent of
Americans are more concerned
about the environment today than
they were five years ago;

® More than 63 percent of
Americans currently do things to
make a positive impact on the
environment;

* Nearly 70 percent of Ameri-
cans would be willing to do more
to help the environment; and

® Nearly 70 percent of Ameri-
cans believe that children influ-
ence their environmental beliefs
and actions.

“With so many Americans will-
ing to do more for the environ-
ment, we also wanted to uncover
some of the reasons why people
aren’t currently doing more to
help,” said Cherie Burns, manager
service marketing for Briggs &
Stratton. “According to the survey,
some of those obstacles included

Nearly 70 percent of Ameri-
cans are willing to do more for
the environment, and performing
a mower tune-up is an easy way
to make a difference.

lack of time, not knowing what to
do and thinking it costs too much
money to make a difference.”

With these obstacles in mind,
and knowing that people are will-
ing to do more to help, the orga-
nizations created a list of easy,
inexpensive tips everyone can
perform to positively impact the
environment.

Strive for Five

1. Tune up your lawn
mower each year. This will not
only extend the life of your equip-
ment, it also can cut your lawn
mower’s emissions by 50 percent
and reduce fuel consumption up to
30 percent.

2. Turn off the water while
you brush your teeth and save
four gallons per minute, which
amounts to more than 10,000 gal-
lons of water per year for a family
of four.

3. Use a ceiling fan year-
round. Ceiling fans can reduce a
home’s energy consumption up to
15 percent in the summer and the
winter. Depending on the direc-
tion its blades rotate, a ceiling fan
can help heat or cool a home by
more evenly distributing air flow.
A ceiling fan uses less energy than
a 60-watt light bulb.

4. Recycle aluminum cans.
Just one recycled aluminum can
saves enough energy to power a
television for three hours. Every
three months, Americans throw
away enough aluminum to build
more than 5,000 airplanes.

5. Don’t overfill fuel tanks.
Each gallon of spilled or evapo-
rated gas puts as many hydrocar-
bons in the air as driving 7,500
miles, the equivalent of driving
across the United States 2%
times.

“The survey shows that an
overwhelming majority of Ameri-
can adults care about the environ-
ment and are willing to act to pro-
tect it,” says Phil Kavits, NWF’s
vice president of communications.
“Everyone has the ability and
responsibility to do more. These
are a few tips that are easy to per-
form and can have a positive
impact on the environment.”

Those interested in performing
a tune-up can take their mower to
a service dealer or do it them-
selves with an easy-to-use Briggs
& Stratton maintenance kit, com-
plete with oil, air filter, spark plug
and fuel stabilizer.

As the survey results show, chil-
dren strongly influence adults’
environmental actions and beliefs.
Kids can learn how to maintain
that positive influence, and do even
more for Mother Nature, by visiting
www.tuneupmonth.com/kids. The
site includes fun facts, environ-
mental tips, quizzes and other
information.

For more information on
National Mower Tune-Up Month,
visit www.tuneupmonth.com. The
site provides helpful tips on
selecting the right maintenance
kit, locating retailers and dealers
who sell the kits, and simple how-
to instructions for performing a
tune-up.





