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(NAPSA)—For the first time
during Prostate Cancer Awareness
Week (PCAW), men will receive an
additional form of the standard
PSA blood test called complexed
prostate specific antigen (cPSA).
Research found that the use of the
cPSA test results in fewer false
positive diagnoses of prostate can-
cer than commercially available
total PSA (tPSA) and reduces the
number of biopsies necessary to
detect the disease by 44,000 each
year in the United States. The
Prostate Cancer Education Coun-
cil (PCEC) added cPSA based on
the growing weight of scientific
evidence for this test.

Prostate cancer is currently the
most prevalent form of cancer in
men and the second leading cause
of male cancer death in the U.S.
The American Cancer Society esti-
mates that 189,000 men will be
diagnosed with prostate cancer
this year in the U.S., with 30,000
deaths attributable to this disease.

To test for prostate cancer, doc-
tors use a simple physical test com-
bined with a blood test which mea-
sures a protein released by the
prostate called prostate specific
antigen or PSA. The cPSA test that
the PCEC is now offering measures
a specific form of the PSA protein
called complexed PSA, or cPSA,
that increases when a man has
prostate cancer. “We are very
excited about evaluating this form
of PSA during PCAW,” said E.
David Crawford, M.D., chairman of
the PCEC, which sponsors PCAW.
“More than two-thirds (67 percent)
of men taking part in PCAW last
year said they did so for peace of

mind, to be certain they didn’t have
prostate cancer. We want them to
know that the PCEC is proactive
and follows advances in testing
methods.”

Screening Guidelines
Prostate cancer can usually be

cured when detected early. The
PCEC Screening Guidelines rec-
ommend an annual prostate
screening for men over 45 and for
men over 35 who are at high risk. 

What Is PSA?
PSA is a protein produced by

cells in the prostate. PSA has
proven to be an extremely useful
marker for early detection of
prostate cancer and in monitoring
patients for disease progression
and the effects of treatment. PSA
levels of 4.0 ng/ml or less are usu-
ally considered normal; higher
levels (4 to 10 ng/ml or higher) are
often found in men with prostate
cancer. 

However, current PSA testing
generates false positives because
PSA levels can also increase due to
noncancerous conditions of the

prostate which are increasingly
common as men get older. PSA
testing can also generate false neg-
atives because a significant num-
ber of cases of prostate cancer have
been found in men whose PSA was
“normal,” between 2.5 to 4 ng/ml.
As a result, much research has
focused on ways to improve the
accuracy of PSA testing. The cPSA
test offers physicians and patients
a new weapon in the fight against
prostate cancer.

History of PCAW
The PCEC was formed in 1988

to educate men and their families
about prostate cancer. Millions of
men have participated in PCAW
since it began in 1989.

Screenings during PCAW have
yielded valuable research results,
including data reflecting the posi-
tive predictive value of conducting
the physical exam and the PSA
tests together rather than alone.
Future studies will involve moni-
toring the yearly changes in indi-
viduals’ PSA levels to determine
which changes are part of the nor-
mal aging process and which may
signify a problem.

The number of early stage
prostate cancer cases that are
detected has risen since the first
PCAW screenings in 1989. Cur-
rently, between 60 and 80 percent
of all cases are discovered while
the cancer is still localized and at
its most curable stage.

Bayer Diagnostics, the manu-
facturer of the cPSA test, is a
sponsor of PCAW.

For more information, call
1-866-4-PROST-8 or visit the Web
site at www.PCAW.com.
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(NAPSA)—The circus has been
my life since the day I was born,
and for more than 30 years, I’ve
been privileged and honored to
work with animals in The Great-
est Show On Earth®.

When my son was born, I
thought to myself that everything
had changed, that my responsibil-
ities had broadened to include
fatherhood. I was going to be
responsible for raising a child—
nurturing his growth and instill-
ing in him our family’s values.
But, I realized that the experi-
ences I’d had working with and
caring for animals over the years
with Ringling Bros. had prepared
me to accept this new responsibil-
ity. In fact, my father, Gunther
Gebel-Williams, once told me that
training animals teaches you a lot
about raising children. He said,
“Never forget: both require your
undivided patience and love.” 

People love to warn parents-to-
be about the dramatic change in
lifestyle that happens once a child
enters their family—constant feed-
ings, all-nighters with sick chil-
dren, always putting someone’s
needs before yours, and no time
for yourself. Similarly, there are no
days off for anyone who works
with animals. Everything we do
concerns them; I’ve spent count-
less hours tending to the animals I
share my life with—feeding them,
cleaning their living areas and
ensuring their well-being.

Most people see the circus as a
unique, fun, even glamorous,
lifestyle—where else in the world
do clowns live alongside acrobats,
aerialists and alpacas? What most
people don’t realize is that for
those of us who care for the ani-
mals, it’s also a lifestyle of respon-
sibility. The elephants, horses,
zebras, camels and tigers we live
with receive our love and respect,
and they benefit from the expert
care that comes from our experi-
ence and responsibility to them. 

My father also said that the
honor and respect you show ani-
mals comes back to you tenfold,
and he was right. I’ve grown up
with many of the animals with
Ringling Bros., and we have a
closer bond than anyone could
imagine or I can even describe.

The basic foundation of these rela-
tionships is respect. 

To work with animals, you
need to build respect. It starts
simply with affection and constant
contact. Every time I’m with
them, whether it’s feeding time,
training, or rehearsal, the animals
get my full attention and concen-
tration. This consistency creates
the respectful relationship evident
in the animals’ reactions to me in
the ring. The elephants will flap
their ears, reach out with their
trunks and make chirping noises
to greet me. The tigers will rub up
against their cages purring, eager
for a pat. You can’t force this kind
of respect—it has to be earned.

It’s no secret that we cherish
the animals with Ringling Bros.
Anyone who comes to the show
can see that. We are deeply com-
mitted to providing a healthy and
safe environment for our animal
performers to ensure their well-
being. I am grateful to my father
for fostering in me that sense of
responsibility and to Ringling
Bros. for being the kind of place
where we all could thrive. He is
one of those who set the bar high
to begin with and, as his son, I am
proud to carry on his legacy.

Mark Oliver Gebel is the son
of Gunther Gebel-Williams, the
greatest wild animal trainer of
all time.

Respect Is Key When Working With Animals

At Ringling Brothers, animals
are treated just like members of
the family. Pictured are trainer
Mark Oliver Gebel with his wife
Cristina, children Hunter and
Adam, and Asia, a pachyderm pal.

(NAPSA)—So you’ve purchased
a new or used light truck. If you’re
like most truck owners, the next
important enhancement to your
driving arsenal will be the instal-
lation of a bedliner. Because
trucks work hard, the more pro-
tection you provide, the greater
the payback you’re likely to
receive in terms of durability and
resale value.

But make no mistake, one bed-
liner—like one truck model—isn’t
as good as the next. In fact, there’s
an ever-widening gap between the
bedliner technologies, and protec-
tion, now available through truck
accessories dealers, franchise
installers and other businesses.

How can you be certain the
truck bedliner you choose will pro-
vide the long-term protection, per-
formance, durability, appearance
and value you need? It’s simple—
by sticking to the facts. And here
they are:

Will the bedliner itself dam-
age your truck? It depends on
which type of liner you choose: a
new-generation molded “drop-in”
liner, or a liquid “spray-on” coat-
ing, which, in effect, replaces your
truck’s factory finish.

To properly install a spray-on
liner, the franchise or other dealer
first must grind off the original
finish. What the installer might
not tell you is that this process
may reduce or eliminate the vehi-
cle manufacturer ’s sheet metal

corrosion protection and could
void your paint warranty. General
Motors, for example, considers the
application of a spray-on bedliner
“excessive damage.”

Some users of older-style drop-in
bedliners discovered that the liners
could vibrate within the truck bed,
causing scratches and other prob-
lems. Today’s leading drop-ins,
however, are manufactured in vehi-
cle-specific molds to ensure a tight
fit. In addition, one new drop-in
model—the Pendaliner® Skid Resis-
tor™ from Penda Corporation—fea-
tures an advanced, non-abrasive
surface that offers twice the skid
resistance of other liners.

Which liner will provide bet-
ter protection? Tests indicate
that a new-generation bedliner,
such as the Pendaliner Skid Resis-
tor, will provide 10 times the abra-
sion resistance and twice the dent
resistance of leading spray-on
products. And keep in mind that
when you penetrate or dent a
spray-on liner, you’re actually
scraping or denting the truck itself.

Which liner will look bet-
ter? This question has become
increasingly important for many
truck owners. Some owners choose
spray-on liners because of their
“custom” look. Unfortunately,
studies indicate that spray-on lin-
ers can show noticeable signs of
fading after just 2,000 hours of
exposure to ultra-violet rays. To
enhance the UV-resistance of their

products, some spray-on installers
offer an optional coating that
must be applied, at an additional
cost, each year. The other chief
drawback of this coating is that it
reduces the effectiveness of the
liner’s skid-resistant texture.

The appearance of drop-in bed-
liners has improved dramatically in
recent years, offering an appealing
“custom” look through precision
molding techniques and, in the case
of the Pendaliner Skid Resistor, a
patented high-gloss finish.

Which bedliner technology is
a better value? Value is critical,
in terms of both your investment in
the truck and in the bedliner itself.
Spray-on bedliners typically are
much more expensive than even
the best new drop-in liners due to
the labor involved in removing and
recoating the truck bed surface.
This fact, coupled with the protec-
tion and durability issues covered
earlier, make a drop-in liner the
better investment.

In terms of the truck’s resale
value, remember that the spray-
on liner can’t be removed without
completely refinishing the truck
bed. Your truck’s appeal to poten-
tial buyers, therefore, might be
limited by the permanent nature
of the used spray-on lining.

Bedliner manufacturers urge
consumers to visit www.bedliner
facts.com for more information on
how to select the best bedliner for
any light truck.

Look At The Facts Before Choosing A Truck Bedliner

OF LIGHT TRUCKS

Fido, at one time a common name for the family dog, comes from
the Latin word fidus, meaning faithful.

***
Whether our work is art or science or the daily work of society,
it is only the form in which we explore our experience which is
different.

—Jacob Bronowski
***




