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(NAPSA)—Every year, many of
America’s children become victims
of human trafficking, a rapidly
growing criminal industry. The
best way to protect children,
experts say, is to make sure they
have happy lives and safe homes.
Take the case of “Ashleigh,” a

15­year­old girl who was living on
the streets after a childhood of
neglect, sexual abuse, abandon­
ment and unsuccessful foster care
placements.

Forced into prostitution, Ash­
leigh was trafficked from city to
city against her will along with
several other girls as young as 12.
Constant beatings by customers
and her pimp caused Ashleigh to
consider suicide to end her two
years of slavery, torture, hopeless­
ness and fear.

Finally, one night, when the
pimp was passed out from crack
cocaine, Ashleigh escaped to the
safety of Covenant House, where
she is now picking up the pieces of
her life.
“Tragically, human trafficking is

not an uncommon story in the
U.S.,” said Kevin Ryan, president
of Covenant House, the nation’s
largest privately funded system of
shelters for homeless and at­risk
youth. “This criminal industry is
expanding rapidly, trafficking more
than 1 million of the world’s chil­
dren for labor or sexual exploita­
tion. Twenty thousand are U.S.
kids, homeless and runaways, who
are vulnerable and gullible.”
The shelters have been saving

children and young adults from
human trafficking, slavery and
homelessness since the agency’s
founding in 1972. Across 22 sites
in six countries, Covenant House
provides support, a healing com­
munity and a host of legal and
medical services to over 70,000
youths each year.

“When problems arise, we must
deal with them immediately so
our young people do not fall prey
to bad decisions like running
away,” said Ryan.

“Many of the homeless kids
we help have been solicited on
the streets or muscled into the
sex trade,” said Ryan. “This
threat is worsening. Research
predicts human trafficking will
rise to the second­largest global
criminal industry, surpassing
black market arms sales and
behind drug dealing.”
If you suspect someone is a vic­

tim of human trafficking, call
NINELINE (1­800­999­9999) to
speak with a counselor who can
help. A victim of human trafficking
may exhibit the following traits:
• Seems controlled, isolated
• Avoids eye contact
• Bruises or battering
• Fear, depression, tension,

submissiveness, nervousness
• Seems watched or followed
• No knowledge of what city he

or she lives in
• Few personal possessions
• Limited communications
• Malnour ishment , s leep

deprivation.
For more information, visit

www.covenanthouse.org/action/
human­trafficking.

Protecting America’s Children From HumanTrafficking

One nonprofit organization offers
a safe home for children who are
vulnerable and at risk for becom­
ing involved in human trafficking.

(NAPSA)—A Progressive boat
policy can provide more coverage
than if you added your boat to
your homeowners insurance. For
information about boat insurance,
visit www.watercraft.progressive
agent.com.

** ** **
The universal service fund

(USF) helps phone companies
build and maintain telephone
infrastructure. Congress and the
FCC have set their sights on
bringing broadband to all Ameri­
cans through the National Broad­
band Plan. Reducing USF could
threaten the quality of communi­
cations in rural communities and
result in skyrocketing telecom
bills.

** ** **
The new Bayer Advanced

Natria™ Insecticidal Soap protects
your vegetable garden against
pests such as aphids, thrips, spi­
der mites and white flies, as well
as diseases such as blight and
powdery mildew, among others.
Visit BayerAdvanced.com for more
information and how­to videos or
call (877) BAYERAG.

** ** **
To help you keep accurate

expense records for the IRS,
Dome created three tax advice
and expense record booklets.
They feature comprehensive
monthly and yearly summaries,
detailed expense records and
related forms, and filled­in speci­
men pages. Learn more at
www.domeproductsonline.com or
call (800) 432­4352.

** ** **
Simple, inexpensive outdoor

projects can give a home a real
“facelift” and make it look and
feel like new. For great project
ideas and product information,
visit www.rustoleum.com and
www.paintideas.com.

Experts on Elizabethan cuisine contend the “funeral baked meats”
Hamlet makes so much of were meat pies.

Many people believe the more you sleep before midnight, the bet­
ter looking you’ll be. In ancient times, people believed it unlucky to
set the left foot on the ground first on getting out of bed.

***
No influence is so powerful as
that of the mother.

—Sarah Josepha Hale
***

***
I think, at a child’s birth, if a
mother could ask a fairy god­
mother to endow it with the
most useful gift, that gift would
be curiosity.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
***

***
If God sends you down a stony
path, may he give you strong
shoes.

—Irish Proverb
***

   
         
     
       
           
   
       

       
     
   

         
       

         
       
       

   
             
     
           
           
       
         

           
         

 
 

   
           

       
       
       

         
       

     
             
       

           
       

         
       

     
       
     

     

         
     
   
             

         
       

     
       

           
       
     

     
         
       
         
           
       

       
           
       

   
       
   
     
       
       

         
     

       
         

         
 
     
       

       
     
       

       
           
       
         

   
           

     
     

   
         
     
       
       

     
           
       
       

     
     

   
     

     
     

           
       

   
         
       

       
           
     
     

   
 

       
           

         
   

       
           
     

                                 
                                 
                                 
 

                                 
                             

                         
                                       

             
                                       

                                     
         

     
     

       
     

       
           

         
         
         

         
     

       

     
         
         
           
     

         
         

       
   

       
         
       

       
             
 

     
         
       

       
       
       
       

     
           
         
       
       
     
       
       
     

     
         

       
       
           
       
   

       
       
           
       

   
       

         
         
       
     
     

       
   

       
   

           
       

   
         
         
       
     
     
     
     

 
       
           

     
     

   
 

 
     

         

     
           

         
         

   
       
           
     

     
   

   
     

     
     
     

     
         
       

       
       
       
       
     

     
     

   
     
         

           
         

       
     

         
   

     
       

       
       

     
   
     
     

       
       

 
   

     
   

           
         

         
     
   

               
             

                   
                     
                       

         
     

   

             
         
         

         
 

 

           
         
 

 

New Vaccine Against Meningococcal Disease
 
Now Available For Preteens, Teens And Others
 

(NAPSA)—There is encourag­
ing news in the continuing battle 
to prevent meningococcal disease, 
a frightening and devastating dis­
ease and a leading cause of bacte­
rial meningitis. 
A new vaccine called Menveo® 

[Meningococcal (Groups A, C, Y 
and W­135) Oligosaccharide Diph­
theria CRM197 Conjugate Vaccine] 
has been approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration for 
individuals 11 through 55 years of 
age to prevent invasive meningo­
coccal disease caused by Neisseria 
meningitidis serogroups, or groups 
A, C, Y and W­135. The majority of 
all meningococcal disease infec­
tions are caused by five sero­
groups, four of which can be pre­
vented by a vaccine. 
The new vaccine is an impor­

tant milestone in 10 years of dedi­
cated effort by Novartis Vaccines. 

What Is 
Meningococcal Disease? 
Meningococcal disease, which 

is also a leading cause of sep­
ticemia, a blood infection, is 
feared because it is potentially 
lethal, initial symptoms are hard 
to diagnose and the disease can 
progress rapidly. Even with early 
and appropriate treatment, as 
many as one in every seven pa­
tients who contract the disease 
will die from it, often within 24­48 
hours of onset of symptoms. 
Approximately one in five menin­
gococcal disease survivors will suf­
fer permanent, devastating side 
effects such as limb amputation, 
deafness and neurological dam­
age, which can dramatically 

Help protect your loved ones from 
meningococcal disease; encour­
age them to get vaccinated. 
Copyright: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Judy Schmidt. 2006. 

impact their lives and require life­
long, expensive medical treatment 
and assistance. 
As many as one in every 10 peo­

ple carry the bacterium that causes 
meningococcal disease but are not 
sick. Meningococcal disease is 
spread through direct contact with 
the saliva or mucus of an infected 
person. This can occur through 
coughing, kissing and sneezing. 
The disease progresses rapidly, 

and the early symptoms such as 
fever, rash, headache and stiff 
neck are often mistaken for the 
flu. As a result, the disease is 
often not diagnosed properly and 
treatment is delayed or ineffec­
tive. Vaccination is a very im­
portant measure to help prevent 
meningococcal disease. 

Is Your Family At Risk? 
Each year, approximately 

500,000 cases of meningococcal 
disease occur around the world, 
resulting in about 50,000 deaths. 
In the United States, incidence of 
meningococcal disease is cyclical, 

✁ 

ranging between 1,000 and 3,000 
cases per year, and millions of 
adolescents remain at risk for the 
disease. 
The characteristics and distrib­

ution of meningococcal disease are 
constantly changing, so it is 
impossible to determine which 
serogroups will result in the 
majority of disease cases from 
year to year. Serogroups C, Y and 
W­135 are presently the leading 
causes of infection and death from 
meningococcal disease, accounting 
for approximately half of all cases. 

Prevention 
“Vaccination remains the most 

effective approach to controlling 
meningococcal disease. Despite 
this fact, many adolescents re­
main unvaccinated. It’s important 
that parents understand the risks 
and recognize the importance of 
vaccination, because no adolescent 
should ever have to suffer, or even 
worse, die, from this devastating 
disease,” said Keith S. Reisinger, 
M.D., Medical Director, Primary 
Physicians Research, Inc., Pitts­
burgh, Pa. 
Who Should Be Vaccinated? 
Currently, the Advisory Com­

mittee on Immunization Practices, 
a division of the Centers for Dis­
ease Control and Prevention, rec­
ommends routine immunization 
for all adolescents, 11–18 years of 
age, college freshmen living in 
dormitories and people in other 
high risk groups who are 2–10 or 
19–55 years of age. 
For more information about 

meningococcal disease, visit 
www.meningitis.com. 

Important Safety Information: Menveo is contraindicated in individuals who have experienced a severe allergic reaction after a previous 
dose of Menveo, any component of this vaccine, or any other CRM197, diphtheria toxoid, or meningococcal­containing vaccine. Appropriate 
medical treatment must be available should an acute allergic reaction, including an anaphylactic reaction, occur following administration of 
Menveo. 

Vaccinees may develop syncope, sometimes resulting in falling with injury. Observation for 15 minutes after vaccination is recommended. 
Patients who are immunocompromised or receiving immunosuppressive therapy may have an inadequate response to vaccination. 

Following vaccination with a U.S.­licensed meningococcal quadrivalent polysaccharide conjugate vaccine, an evaluation of postmarketing 
adverse events suggested a potential for an increased risk of Guillain­Barré syndrome (GBS). Data are not available to evaluate the potential 
risk of GBS following administration of Menveo. 

In clinical trials, the most frequently occurring adverse events in all subjects who received Menveo were pain at the injection site, 
headache, myalgia, malaise and nausea. Some events were severe. Safety has not been established in pregnant women. Vaccination with Men­
veo may not protect all individuals. 




