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Broadband For All
(NAPSA)—Fixing the economy

requires communication.
Universal access to communi

cations services is vital to national
growth and prosperity, something
policy makers recognized when
they established a universal ser
vice policy to ensure telephone
service at the same price for all
Americans.

The universal service fund
(USF), which has helped phone
companies build and maintain
telephone infrastructure, is also
going to be essential in supporting
a broadband network.
Congress and the FCC have set

their sights on bringing broad
band to all Americans through the
National Broadband Plan. Policy
makers should consider that with
out USF support for broadband
networks, the true cost of telecom
in rural communities could prove
unaffordable to many consumers,
small businesses, schools and
libraries. USF will be even more
important in the future as small
communications providers strive
to accommodate growing con
sumer demand. For more informa
tion, visit www.ntca.org.

Whether upgrading existing cop
per lines or installing fiber optics,
broadband deployment is well
under way in rural America.

(NAPSA)—They don’t believe
in the Loch Ness Monster. They
don’t believe a friend caught Jaws
fishing off the Florida coast. Yet
some boaters think adding their
boat to their homeowners policy
protects them from all the inci
dents that happen on the water.
Leading boat insurer Progressive

clears up those myths and shares
tips so you have the information
you need to choose the right insur
ance for yourself and your boat.

Myth: If I list my boat on my
homeowners insurance policy, it’s
fully protected.

Fact: In some cases, you might
cover your boat by adding it to
your homeowners policy instead of
buying specialized insurance. But
specialized boat policies cover
many incidents that a homeowners
policy might not. For example, cov
erage available from Progressive
will pay to clean up the spill if your
boat leaks fuel, and pull your boat
out of the water if it sinks. Home
owners policies won’t provide that
level of specialized coverage.
Getting stranded on the water

can make for a long, expensive day,
so consider buying specialized
insurance to get towing coverage,
too.

Myth: Boat insurance won’t
cover my fishing equipment if it’s
stolen.

Fact: With specialized boat
insurance, you have the option to
also cover personal belongings
such as fishing equipment, cell

phones and binoculars. So when
you’re buying your policy, review
available optional coverages.

Myth: Specialized boat insur
ance is expensive.

Fact: A Progressive boat policy
starts at around $100 and can
provide more coverage than if you
added your boat to your homeown
ers insurance.

Myth: Boat insurance covers
me anywhere I go boating.

Fact: Some insurance compa
nies only provide coverage where
the boat is used most, and may
limit coverage to within 100 nau
tical miles of your home port. Pro
gressive provides coverage virtu
ally anywhere you decide to go in
the continental U.S. and Canada.
For more information about

boat insurance, visit www.water
craft.progressiveagent.com.

Sinking Boat Insurance Myths

The Loch Ness Monster isn’t the
only myth that can put a damper
on happy boating.

(NAPSA)—Like the corner
café, the idealized picture of a solo
doctor making house calls began
evolving long ago. You can still
find them, but since the start of
the first group practices at the
Mayo Clinic in the late 1800s, the
medical group model has shaped
the delivery, quality and future of
health care in America.
Medical groups today are gen

erally formed around a particular
specialty, but they are also attrac
tive to doctors who want to share
the significant cost of facilities,
equipment and staff.

Then
The first medical group was

formed in 1870 in South Dakota.
As practices grew, they needed
administrators to keep things
organized. One of the first prac
tice managers was Harry Har
wick, who was hired by the Mayo
Clinic in 1908.
As medical students began spe

cializing and medical science
accelerated the pace of new sys
tems and technology, it became
increasingly difficult for solo
physicians to provide everything
their patients needed. Organizing
multispecialty groups that also
offered diagnostic services and lab
testing seemed like a better way
to provide communities with com
prehensive care. The number of
group practices grew from 300 in
1932 to more than 37,000 in 2003.

Now
Group practices allow doctors

to exchange advice and referrals,
and to make health care delivery
more cost effective by sharing
administrative resources and
expenses. Patients benefit by
receiving comprehensive, coordi
nated, quality care.
Group practice is also good for

innovation. Doctors in group prac
tices were the first to link tobacco
use and lung cancer, the first to
use a heartlung machine during

openheart surgery and the first
to use electromagnetic imaging.
While some doctors prefer their

independence, the group model
appeals to most medical students
today. According to Medical Group
Management Association (MGMA),
the nonprofit association whose
22,000 members manage organiza
tions in which 275,000 doctors
practice, 43 percent of medical resi
dents prefer a group practice. Only
4 percent hope to go into solo
practice.

To Come
The future of medical groups

may be linked to the evolving rela
tionship between physicians and
hospitals. In the 1970s, most
physicians only came to the hospi
tal to perform surgeries. Today,
many practice in groups that are
owned by hospitals. Their offices
are on hospital campuses and
their success is directly tied to the
hospital’s success. In many ways,
they are mutually dependent.
So what does this evolution of

medical group practices mean for
patients? According to MGMA, it
means better, more coordinated,
more affordable health care. It
means happier doctors and, most
importantly, healthier patients.
And in the end, that’s the only
outcome that matters.

Happier Doctors And Healthier Patients

Group practices can mean hap
pier doctors, healthier patients
and lower medical care costs.

(NAPSA)—Covenant House has
been saving children and young
adults from human trafficking, slav
ery and homelessness since 1972.
If you suspect someone is a victim
of human trafficking, call NINE
LINE (18009999999) to speak
with a counselor. For more infor
mation, visit www.covenant house.
org/action/humantrafficKing.

** ** **
With more than 700 species in

the United States, it’s not surpris
ing that ants are a very common
home invader, say experts at the
National Pest Management Asso
ciation (NPMA). For information
on preventing an ant infestation,
or to find a local pest professional,
visit www.pestworld.org.

** ** **
If you’re looking for tools to

help you manage your finances, it
may be worthwhile to consider
some of the free online services
offered by most banks and credit
unions. Learn more about how
online tools can help you take
back control of your finances at
www.ebillplace.com/onlinetools.

** ** **
AllinOne Lawn Weed & Crab

grass Killer ReadyToSpray is an
economical solution for treating
both types of problem weeds. For
lawncare information and howto
videos, visit BayerAdvanced.com
or call (877) BAYERAG.

** ** **
The Interlocking Concrete

Pavement Institute offers
resources for homeowners, design
professionals and contractors in
interlocking concrete pavement
design, specification, construction
and maintenance. For more infor
mation and to find ICPIcertified
installers, visit www.icpi.org.

The rock group Fine Young Cannibals took its name from the title
of the 1960 film “All the FineYoung Cannibals.”

***
However long the day, night
must fall.

—Irish Proverb
***

***
I love all my children, but some
of them I don’t like.

—Lillian Carter
***

***
Motherhood meant I have writ
ten four fewer books, but I know
more about life.

—A. S. Byatt
***

***
All that I am or ever hope to be,
I owe to my angel Mother.

—Abraham Lincoln
***

     
       

       
         

       
       
 

         
     

     
       

         
       

         
           

         
         

       
     
         
     

         
         
       
           
           
       
       

             
   
       

     
         

         
       

     
   

     
   
     

         
       
         
           

   
       

       
         
           
       

           
   

         
           
     

           
           
         
       
         

       
       
       

         
         

         
   

       
           
         

   
     

       
       

         
           
       
   

     
   

     

       
     

       
       
         
       

   
   

   
     

         
     
     

         
       
           

     
       

     
     

         
     

         
       
         

     
       

       
         

       
     

     
         
         

   
     

       
   

     
         

     
       

   
         
         
         

       
       

         
         

     
         

         
           
           

           
     

   
       

           
       
     

     
       
         
     

               
           
             

       
     

       
           
     

       
 

     
         
 
     
         

     
       

       
       
   

   
     

       
         
         
         

   
   

       
   

       
           
         
           

     
           
         
     

     

     

         
           

   

   
           
       
         

           
         
           
       

         
       

       
       
         

           
       

     

       
         

       
     

         
       
           
     
       

     
         

       
     

     
     

     
       
         

       
       

         
             

     
       
         
       

   
     
   

     
         
       

           
           
       

       
       

       
     

       
       

   
     
     
       
         

         
             

 
 

       
           

     
       
         

       
         
       

       
           

       
     
         
       
       

     
       
       

   
           

     

       

       
     
       

   
       
       

       
           
       

     
         
      

     
         

         
           
         
     

     
       
           
   

     
         
          
       
         
         
       
         

         
   

     
       

       
     

         
     

   
       

     
   

   
     

     
   

   
       
       
   

                     
               

       
 

 

           
         

   

       
           
     

     

               
         

 

Innovative Medicines: Saving Lives
 
(NAPSA)—There is good news 

about health in America today: 
Significant progress is being made 
against a host of diseases and 
some important battles have been 
won. For example, diseases once 
thought untreatable—HIV/AIDS, 
heart disease and some forms of 
cancer—can today increasingly be 
managed as chronic conditions, 
letting people live longer, health
ier and more productive lives. 
Consider these statistics: In a 

little over half a century, life 
expectancy in the U.S. has in
creased by nearly a decade and 
continues to rise, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Striking progress 
has been made against a number 
of potentially fatal conditions. 
HIV/AIDS deaths fell by over 70 

percent in 15 years. Heart disease 
death rates in America dropped 
more than 34 percent in a decade. 
Since 1980, life expectancy rates for 
cancer patients have increased by 
about three years—and 83 percent 
of those gains are due to new treat
ments, including medicines. 
With more than 2,900 promis

ing compounds in development, 
millions of people have great rea
son to hope for future advances. 
This progress in treating and 

managing disease reflects an 
unprecedented investment in 
medical innovation. Last year 
alone, America’s pharmaceutical 
research and biotechnology com
panies invested a record $65.3 bil
lion in R&D. Every prescription 
drug used to help prevent and 
treat disease is the result of a 
timeconsuming, expensive and 
risky process of discovery and 
innovation. It costs, on average, 
$1.2 billion and can take any
where from 10 to 15 years to 
bring a new, potentially lifesaving 

The amazing progress made in 
treating and managing diseases 
lately comes from the dedication 
of thousands of researchers rac
ing against the clock in laborato
ries around the country. 

medicine all the way from a bio
pharmaceutical research labora
tory to a pharmacy shelf. 
What’s more, out of the tens of 

thousands of potential medicines 
studied in the research lab at the 
start of the discovery process, only a 
handful will ever be approved for 
patient use. Medical innovation in 
America has been successful be
cause companies have been willing 
to make the necessary investments 
and take the necessary risks. 
These efforts also have a pro

found impact on the U.S. economy. 
A recent report shows that the 
biopharmaceutical sector employs 
nearly 700,000 workers in the 
U.S. and every one of them sup
ports 3.7 jobs in other sectors. 
Continued medical progress 

and preservation of highquality 
American jobs, however, can be 
realized only if policymakers sup
port the critical work that innova
tors do every day to help improve 
the health of patients, according 
to many economists. 
For more information, visit 

www.PhRMA.org and www. 
Innovation.org. 




