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(NAPSA)—According to a re-
port released by the Pharmaceuti-
cal Research and Manufacturers of
America (PhRMA), more than 900
new medicines are now in the
research and development pipeline
to treat the diseases of aging. 

The new medicines include 146
medicines for heart disease and
stroke and 399 for cancer. Alz-
heimer’s disease alone could afflict
16 million people by the middle of
this century; America’s research-
based pharmaceutical companies
are currently developing 27 medi-
cines to treat it. Other medicines
now being researched include: 

• 48 for diabetes, of which half
of all cases occur in people over
age 55. A new, first-in-class medi-
cine in development has been
shown in clinical trials to signifi-
cantly improve long-term glycemic
control; 

• 20 for osteoporosis, a major
health threat for an estimated 44
million Americans age 50 and
older; and 

• 19 to treat depression, which
affects an estimated 6.5 million
Americans 65 and older; 

• 17 for Parkinson’s disease,
60,000 new cases of which are
diagnosed each year. A nervous
system growth factor gene ther-
apy being studied aims to deliver
the growth factor, GDNF, into the
brain to prevent degeneration of
nerve cells and the loss of the neu-
rotransmitter dopamine. 

Other medicines in develop-
ment target bladder and kidney
diseases, eye disorders, gastroin-
testinal disorders, osteoarthritis,
pain, prostate disease, respiratory
and lung disorders, rheumatoid
arthritis, skin conditions, age-

related macular degeneration and
other conditions of aging. All of
these medicines are either now in
human clinical trials or are await-
ing the approval of the Food and
Drug Administration. 

“As life expectancy increases,
older Americans face challenges to
their health, productivity and
independence,” said PhRMA presi-
dent and CEO Billy Tauzin.
“Research-based pharmaceutical
companies are actively searching
for treatments and cures to help
patients live healthier lives as
they age.”

The Pharmaceutical Research
and Manufacturers of America
(PhRMA) represents the coun-
try’s leading pharmaceutical
research and biotechnology com-
panies, which are devoted to
inventing medicines that allow
patients to live longer, healthier
and more productive lives. To
learn more, visit www.phrma.org
and www.innovation.org.

Medicines In Development: Hope For The Future

OF OLDER
AMERICANS

New medicines in development
may help treat or prevent many
of the diseases that affect people
as they age.

(NAPSA)—You may not expect
Jillian Michaels, one of the per-
sonal trainers on NBC’s hit series
“The Biggest Loser,” to have an
obesity problem in her own house-
hold. But her chubby Chihuahua,
Baxter, is one of a rapidly growing
number of America’s portly pets
that are tipping the scales at an
all-time high. 

Baxter is currently 11 pounds,
while his ideal body weight is
eight pounds.

“I’ve made the same mistake
that many other pet owners have
made by giving Baxter too many
treats,” admits Michaels. “Because
I love him so much, it can be hard
to say no. But in the long run, I
know that keeping Baxter at an
ideal weight will make him a hap-
pier and healthier dog.”

To help her dog lose weight,
Michaels is part of the Hill’s 2006
National PetFit™ Challenge, a
competition designed to help raise
awareness of the serious conse-
quences of pet obesity and encour-
age owners to make positive
changes to their pets’ lifestyles.
Her veterinarian helped create a
personalized plan for Baxter,
which includes changing his food
to a low-fat, reduced-calorie food,
Hill’s Prescription Diet® r/d®, and
making sure he gets plenty of
exercise.

As many as 40 percent of
American household pets are
obese or overweight—that’s 48
million cats and dogs—yet few pet
owners recognize the seriousness
of the condition. If you think your
pet may be lugging around some
excess pounds, it is important to
speak with your veterinarian. 

To give your pet a chance at
stardom when he or she reaches a
target weight, enter your pet into
the Hill’s National PetFit™ Chal-
lenge. Twelve regional winners
(six cats and six dogs) will win
fabulous pet prizes and an all-
expense-paid trip to New York
City for the final awards cere-
mony. The two national winners
(one cat and one dog) will also
receive two round-trip airline tick-
ets and a three-night accommoda-
tion at an upscale, pet-friendly
hotel, and will be awarded the
title of champions.

To learn more about the Chal-
lenge, download entry forms, get
exercise tips for cats and dogs or
use the interactive WeightCheck
tool to see if your pet could be car-
rying around some extra pounds,
visit www.PetFit.com.

Helping Pets Shed Extra Pounds

Pudgy Pups—Even fitness ex-
perts sometimes have trouble
controlling their pets’ weight.

!
Note To Editors: Contest runs through September 1, 2006. 

(NAPSA)—The
days of cabinetry
only being used in
kitchens and bath-
rooms are over.
Today’s cabinetry
is extremely versa-
tile and meets a
room’s specialized
needs. 

According to
Paul Radoy, Meril-
lat cabinetry, design
services manager, a
growing trend in
today’s homes is the
multipurpose room,
which can be used
for anything from
hobbies to everyday activities.

In a multipurpose room, cabi-
netry provides homeowners with
functionality, yet has the ability to
blend in with the décor of the rest
of the home. 

“The cabinetry in the multipur-
pose room can match the cabinetry
and wood in the rest of the home to
keep a consistent and connected
look throughout,” said Radoy. 

Lifestyle Uses
The multipurpose room can be

used for a variety of hobbies. Areas
are built into the room, which can
be used for crafts, sewing, scrap-
booking or even tying fishing flies. 

Homeowners can also use part
of the room as a home office and
homework area for kids. 

Organizational Uses
“Organizational options make

the space work smarter for per-
sonal activities,” said Radoy.
“Including cubbies, wrapping
paper holders and a pullout trash
bin can keep items neatly tucked
away.”

The use of the cabinetry can
provide a great deal of storage to

accommodate all of the home-
owner’s needs. 

“Homeowners might also want
to consider the addition of an
island on wheels in order to have
additional storage and have a
moveable work space,” said Radoy.

Everyday Uses
The multipurpose room is

equipped with an ironing board
pullout, washer and dryer, and
clothes rods. 

“Homeowners can work out, do
laundry and help the kids with
homework all in the same place,”
said Radoy. “The room really
serves a variety of purposes.” 

A multipurpose room can
accommodate all these activities
and hobbies while providing extra
storage. “Homebuyers should con-
sider this type of space when
shopping for a new home as well
as homeowners who are consider-
ing remodeling,” said Radoy. “The
multipurpose room is an example
of how high traffic and function
can co-exist with high style.” 

For more information, visit
www.merillat.com.

Cabinetry Is Not Just For The Kitchen Anymore

Cabinetry can be used in a room to build in areas
for crafts, sewing, scrapbooking or even tying
fishing flies.

(NAPSA)—A company called
Kaldewei makes luxurious bath-
tubs that are guaranteed for 30
years. The bathtubs are manufac-
tured from a steel enamel that
resists damage from cleaning
chemicals, abrasions, impacts and
scratches. The resistance to
scratches helps eliminate bacteria
buildup and the bathtubs can be
cleaned by simply wiping them
down with a dry cloth—meaning
you can spend more time relaxing
in the bathtub and less time
cleaning it. 

**  **  **
An easy way to add durable

style to your garden is with the
new Black Lace sambucus. Black
Lace has huge pink flowers that
will produce fall berries for jam or
wine. Six feet tall at maturity, it
is an impressive addition for
either formal gardens or casual
backyard scenes. To learn more,
visit www.colorchoiceplants.com.

**  **  **
New fuels are better for the

environment but can be tough on
a boat’s system. Fortunately,
boaters and builders can use fuel
system components compatible
with ethanol blends, such as the
Yamaha mini-10 filter™ or Ten
Micron Filter. You can learn more
about boats and boating at
www.yamahaoutboards.com and
from the U.S. Coast Guard at
www.uscgboating.org. 

**  **  **
According to the University of

New Hampshire’s Crimes Against

Children Research Center, one
out of every five youths who use
the Internet receives an online
sexual approach of solicitation
during a one-year period. The
Internet Keep Safe Coalition and
the GEICO Educational Founda-
tion have teamed up with the
University of New Hampshire’s
Crimes Against Children
Research Center to let parents
know how to help keep children
safe online. For more information,
visit www.iKeepSafe.org and
www.geico.com/auto/safety.

**  **  **
“After severe weather is gone,

electrical hazards can still cause
deaths and injuries,” noted Brett
Brenner, The Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI)
president. ESFI warns consumers
to beware of electrical dangers
associated with downed power
lines, portable electric generators
and electrical wiring or appli-
ances that have been wet. Visit
ESFI’s Web site at www.electrical-
safety.org or call (703) 841-3229
for more information. 

(NAPSA)—Now through Sep-
tember 29th, or until supplies
last, look for specially marked
packages of Auto Expressions™

Vent Fresh® adjustable air fresh-
eners to find a “Turn It Up and
Win” scratch-off game piece. Five
lucky Grand Prize winners will
receive an Alpine music car

makeover and 200 First Prize
winners will receive an Apple
iPod Nano 4GB. All game pieces,
whether you are a winner or not,
may be redeemed at the iTunes®

Music Store for a free song down-
load. For more details and offi-
cial contest rules, log on to
www.ventfreshturnitup.com.

(NAPSA)—You can turn every-
body’s favorite fluffy pancakes into
scrumptious Cookie Pancakes.
Think of the happy possibilities—
Chocolate Chip Cookie Pancakes,
Snickerdoodle Pancakes, Oatmeal
Cookie Pancakes—with aromas
virtually guaranteed to get your
sleepyheads out of bed and racing
to the breakfast table. For recipes
and ideas, visit the Web site
www.krusteaz.com.

The poinsettia is named for
Joel Roberts Poinsett, an Ameri-
can diplomat. 

The mackintosh raincoat was
named after its inventor Charles
Mackintosh, the first man to
make truly waterproof fabrics.




