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(NAPSA)—In 1972, Ted Gull
flew in what were then experi-
mental, high altitude flights with
Apollo astronauts in preparation
for the modern day Space Shuttle.
Throughout his career, he has
been credited with innovative
thinking and groundbreaking
research that helped shape the
United States’ contemporary
space exploration program. But in
the winter of 1994, Ted’s career
was grounded when he came face
to face with a rare platelet disor-
der, unheard of by the general
public and dismissed by some
physicians. 

“It all started during the holiday
season when I just couldn’t shake
the flu. Next thing I knew, I noticed
deep purple bruises on my body
and persistent nose bleeds that
never seemed to end,” said Gull
when asked about his long road to
proper diagnosis and treatment. 

After visiting several physicians
and undergoing extensive testing,
Ted was diagnosed with a rare
autoimmune disorder called Idio-
pathic Thrombocytopenic Purpura
(ITP). The disorder affects both
men and women, children and
adults, and is characterized by low
blood platelet counts that can
lead to life-threatening bleeding
episodes. ITP occurs when the
immune system malfunctions and
produces antibodies against its
own platelets, which are needed for
normal blood clotting. These anti-
bodies destroy the platelets, result-
ing in a decreased blood platelet
level. The disorder becomes life-
threatening if a patient’s platelet
count becomes so low that brain
hemorrhaging occurs. Exact causes
of ITP are unknown. 

“A normal platelet count
ranges from 150,000 to about
400,000 platelets/mL of blood. My
count was nearly undetectable! I
could have bled to death at any
moment,” said Gull. 

After trying several different
medications, Gull’s platelet count
failed to rise to a manageable, safe
level. He was referred to a hema-

tologist at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity in Baltimore, Md. The hema-
tologist suggested Ted receive an
infusion of immunoglobulin intra-
venous (IGIV) therapy called
Gamimune® N 10%, Immune Glob-
ulin Intravenous (Human), manu-
factured by Bayer Biological Prod-
ucts (BP). It worked immediately,
so the doctor prescribed a regular
treatment regimen of Gamimune®

N to keep Gull’s platelet count
within a safe range.  

What Is IGIV?
IGIV is a lifesaving therapy

that contains antibodies purified
from the donated blood plasma of
thousands of people. IGIVs are
used to treat a variety of health
problems, and can be used for
either immune replacement or
immune modulation. In ITP, IGIV
acts as an immune modulator,
regulating the platelet count.

“More than 150,000 people in
the United States have ITP. Many
people never experience any symp-
toms until later in life, yet other
people have symptoms their entire
life,” said Joan Young, president of
the Platelet Disorder Support
Association (PDSA). IGIV is an
effective therapy for people with
this rare disease that can help
raise a patient’s platelet count.” 

At first, Ted and his wife, Con-
nie, would trek each week to
Johns Hopkins to get his infusion
of Gamimune® N. But Connie
learned that she could administer
the treatment at home since she
was a registered nurse. “Getting

infused at home opened up my
world again, allowing me and my
wife to travel the globe like we did
before I was diagnosed. Not since
my early days at NASA had I felt
like I had the entire galaxy at my
disposal,” said Gull. 

In fact, Ted and Connie decided
to pack their bags (and their
IGIV) and go to Hawaii for their
30th wedding anniversary. The
couple has also visited Sweden on
a number of occasions where Ted
has been able to get back to his
career and work with Swedish
physicists, while Connie sightsees
and helps Ted with his infusions.  

“I am forever thankful for the
thousands of people whose plasma
it takes to manufacture IGIV. You
just can’t imagine how it has
changed my life,” Gull reflects.  

Today, Ted and Connie are
working to get back to the normal
lifestyle they knew before diagno-
sis of ITP. 

Ted recently went through a
procedure at Johns Hopkins to
have his spleen removed and as a
result, his platelet level reached a
nearly normal level. 

In the meantime, Bayer BP
launched their next generation
IGIV, Gamunex® - Immune Globu-
lin Intravenous (Human), 10%
Caprylate/Chromatography Puri-
fied, backed by the largest, most
robust clinical trials in IGIV
history. 

Diagnosing ITP
To diagnose Idiopathic Throm-

bocytopenic Purpura, a doctor con-
ducts a few routine procedures,
including a family history check, a
physical examination, and a blood
platelet level test. People suspect-
ing they may have ITP should
consult with a physician. With
early diagnosis and proper treat-
ment, people with ITP keep their
blood platelet level at a manage-
able, safe level.  

For more information, consult
your physician, or visit the
Platelet Disorder Support Associa-
tion at www.pdsa.org, or Bayer at
www.gamunex.com.

Rare Platelet Disorder Doesn’t Stop NASA 
Scientist From Traveling the Globe 

The most common side effects with Gamunex® noted during clinical trials included: headache, vomiting,
fever, nausea, rash, and back pain. For additional information, see Full Prescribing Information at
www.gamunex.com.

Ted Gull, and his wife Connie,
now have the freedom to travel.
Pictured here on a recent trip.

(NAPSA)—Whether it’s a retro
room, a minimalist motif or a
relaxed atmosphere, virtually
every home has a unique design
scheme that sets the overall deco-
rating tone. 

That’s the finding of a recent
survey that revealed 67 percent of
homeowners considered their
home’s decor to be “casual.”
Another 17 percent preferred the
contemporary look, while nine per-
cent thought their decorating style
to be luxurious or opulent. 

“People are looking to decorate
with pieces that fit their lifestyle
and personal tastes,” explains T.J.
Maxx Home Fashions Spokesper-
son Laura McDowell. T.J. Maxx
commissioned the survey. “But
whatever your style, it’s really the
details that count. Accent pieces,
careful use of color, the right
throw rug or pillow—these are the
little things that make a room
truly special.” McDowell offers
these tips for room design:

• Casual Comfort—Simple yet
inviting, the casual look utilizes
neutral colors to obtain a soft,
muted decor. Edges are softer and
more rounded in furniture and
accent pieces. Warm colors and
earth tones prevail. Focal points
of the room may include a tex-
tured floor rug, a sophisticated
(yet easy on the eye) piece of art-
work and light-colored wood
accent pieces in maple and birch.
Oversized pillows and throws pro-
vide a “sit down and stay awhile”
ambiance.

• Contemporary Appeal—Sim-
ple shapes and geometric patterns
prevail. Strong colors dominate
the palette. Stainless steel is the

accent of choice, and surfaces are
polished in finishes such as lac-
quer. Lamps are geometric; simple
and sleek. Vases and glassware
scream color and shapes are
everywhere—circles, swirls of
color, triangles and squares.  

• Luxurious/Opulent—The style
features gold accents adorning rich
burgundy, midnight blue, emerald
green and onyx accent pieces. Ani-
mal prints can provide dramatic
flair; or select an elegant tapestry
print for fabrics. Artwork is a focal
point featured in large-scale gold or
deep mahogany frames. Chenille
throws, velvet and satin pillows,
and extravagantly patterned area
rugs all add to the overall opulence
theme. 

“New home fashions arrive
weekly in all our stores, so fresh
items can always be found at
great prices,” explains McDowell. 

The chain sells brand-name,
designer merchandise and acces-
sories at prices up to 60 percent
less than department and spe-
cialty store regular prices. For
more information, call 1-800-2TJ-
MAXX or visit tjmaxx.com.  

Feeling At Home With Your Decor

Small details can make a big dif-
ference in the look of a room.

(NAPSA)—If you want to stop
flushing money down the drain,
take a look in your bathroom.
Every year the average home-
owner can spend hundreds of dol-
lars paying for water that was
wasted when flushing the toilet—
but new types of toilet technology
may help change that. 

A recent study found that using
what are called “dual-flush” toi-
lets could reduce a household’s
water usage by thousands of gal-
lons a year. A number of large
U.S. cities have taken notice and
now offer incentives or rebates for
homeowners to install these
water-saving devices.

Dual-flush toilets save water
by letting users select one of two
water levels each time they flush
the toilet. They operate under the
principle that urine takes less
water to flush than what the
industry refers to as “bulk waste.”
Sterling makes the Rockton toilet
that is operated by a two-button
actuator integrated into the tank
lid. The toilet will flush either 1.6
gallons (the federal mandate) or
half that amount—just .8 gallons.
The latter flush option can save
up to 6,000 gallons a year in an
average household of four, over
traditional 1.6 gallon models. 

However, the benefits of the toi-
lets could extend beyond saving
homeowners some green. “Decreas-
ing water demand and consump-
tion not only benefits homeowners
in terms of lower water and sewer
bills,” says John Brown of Sterling

sanitary products. “Less water con-
sumption can also delay or avoid
the need for a municipality to
expand or build new water treat-
ment facilities. ”

Brown says his company’s
dual-flush toilets also provide “no-
plug” performance because they
maximize the force of gravity
using a specially designed trap-
way and valve. In addition, the
toilet’s washdown system directs
100 percent of the water through
the rim to keep the bowl clean. It
also features a sanitary guard.
The design element raises the
back edge of the toilet bowl and
helps prevent any light waste
from collecting under the tank.

For more information, visit
www.SterlingPlumbing.com.

Dual Flush:The Technology Of Toilets

New dual-flush toilets can help
save homeowners money.

(NAPSA)—Perhaps the most
successful combination device out
there today is the camera phone.
On the horizon are increasingly
superior camera phones enabled by
all-in-one chips that offer 2- to 4-
megapixel cameras that can deliver
what many call “album-quality”
photos and full-motion camcorder
recording, allowing for the highest
levels of multimedia functionality.
The chips that help enable camera
phones have already been intro-
duced by QUALCOMM in its new
Enhanced Multimedia Platform.
The chips will incorporate popular
digital electronic functionalities
into wireless devices, making these
camera phone chips competitive
with the most advanced digital
cameras sold in consumer markets
worldwide. 

You can make use of the fallen
leaves, twigs and other materials
that accumulate in the yard and
give your back a break. Instead
of raking fallen material and
placing it in bags, spread the
debris evenly over the lawn and
use a mulching mower to promote
healthy grass growth, says Trey
Rogers, Ph.D., a turfgrass expert,
known as the Briggs & Stratton
Yard Doctor. For more helpful tips

on how to keep your lawn healthy,
log on to www.yarddoctor.com.

Using personal finance software
can be one easy way to take control
of your financial future. Quicken
is the number one rated, best-
selling personal finance software
year after year and is available
from Intuit, the same company
that created TurboTax. Getting
up and running with Quicken is a
snap. The program connects to
your participating financial insti-
tutions, downloads your transac-
tions and balances, and sets up
your accounts, allowing you to see
a complete financial picture in
just minutes. Quicken 2005 is
available in retail outlets and
online at www.quicken2005.com.

***
A prudent question is one-half
of wisdom.

—Francis Bacon
***

***
A single conversation across the
table with a wise man is worth
a month’s study of books.

—Chinese proverb
***

***
When we know how to read our
own hearts, we acquire wisdom
of the hearts of others.

—Denis Diderot
***




