MONEY SAVING IDEAS

Drug Discount Cards Help Consumers Save
Hundreds On Commonly Prescribed Medications

Drug Brand/Generic  Description Quantity  Retail  Discount  Amt. Paid
Metformin HCL Generic Oral hypoglycemic 60 $45.21 $12.65 $32.55
Enalapril Maleate  Generic Ace inhibitor 30 $2420  $13.86 $8.52
Lipitor Brand Antihyperlipidemic agent 30 $84.56 $8.36 $76.19
Alphagan P Brand Glaucoma agent 10 $77.60 $8.42 $69.18
Monthly Totals S131.57  $43.29 $186.44
Annual Totals $2,778.84  $519.48  $2,237.28
Table: Drug discount card savings af a retail pharmacy saves this hypothetical cardholder $519.48 a year on medications for

diabetes, high blood pressure, high cholesterol and glaucoma. @

(NAPSA)—If there were a way
to save hundreds of dollars annu-
ally on the prescription medica-
tions you take every day, of course
you’d want to take advantage of it.

Prescriptions for common
afflictions like diabetes, high
blood pressure, high cholesterol
and glaucoma can run $231.57 a
month, for example. A drug dis-
count card can help trim that
expense by $43.29 a month, or
$519.48 a year. (See chart.)

Drug discount cards can help
users realize significant savings off
the retail price of prescription
drugs. Organizations that sponsor
the cards negotiate with pharma-
cies and pharmaceutical manufac-
turers to pass these savings on to
consumers. In some cases, the
cards are offered directly by phar-
macies or the manufacturers them-
selves. Still others are offered by
companies called pharmacy benefit
managers, such as AdvancePCS,
which offers its card for free.

In addition to no enrollment
fee, the AdvancePCS RxSavings
Plan offers a safety feature that
monitors the cardholder’s drug
usage and automatically alerts
the pharmacist if it detects poten-
tially harmful medication interac-
tions. The free card is accepted at
more than 51,000 pharmacies
nationwide, including most chain
pharmacies and many indepen-
dents, and is available to anyone,
regardless of age or income.

If you do not have health insur-
ance or prescription drug cover-
age, it’s to your benefit to know
about these cards and to compare
the features of each before you

sign up. Even if you have limited
drug coverage, additional savings
are available. Here are some sug-
gestions from AdvancePCS for
making the most of a drug dis-
count card:

* Look for cards without an
enrollment fee.

e Make sure the card is
accepted at the pharmacy you use.

® Check to see if the program
covers the drugs you use. Not all
drugs are discounted under some
plans.

¢ Be certain you qualify for the
card. Some cards carry specific
age and income restrictions.

e Have realistic expectations.
Discounts may be more or less
than the overall savings average,
depending on the drug and the
pharmacy.

e Make it easy on yourself. The
convenience of a Web site you can
visit or a toll-free number to call
for more information is important.

* Look for additional safety
features built into the program.
Plans that monitor for potentially
harmful drug interactions offer an
extra “value-added” bonus.

Since the AdvancePCS RxSav-
ings Plan debuted in September
2001, it has realized nearly $30.5
million in savings each year for its
members. Individual savings
average about 20 percent on all
drugs, including generic and name
brands. Some commonly pre-
scribed medications receive addi-
tional manufacturer discounts.

To find out more or to obtain
your own drug discount card, visit
www.rxsavingsplan.com or call 1-
800-ADVANCE.





