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(NAPSA)—When shopping for
a car, truck or SUV, consumers
take many factors into considera-
tion before making their final pur-
chase. Whether it’s safety, value,
reliability or overall design, one
all-new SUV has it all.

Named a “Best Pick” for offset
crash testing by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety, the
2002 Mercury Mountaineer is con-
sidered one of the safest SUVs on
the road today. In addition, it
leads its class in U.S. government
front crash performance with a
four-star driver and five-star pas-
senger rating, and since its intro-
duction has performed among the
best in its class in “real world”
accident protection.

With Mercury continuously
searching for new and innovative
safety features for its vehicles, the
2002 Mountaineer already boasts
an industry-first safety canopy
that combines side curtain air
bags and a rollover sensor to pro-
vide occupant protection if a roll-
over should occur.

The 2002 Mountaineer also has
been honored with several auto-
motive industry awards. In Janu-
ary 2002, it received R.L. Polk’s
Automotive Loyalty Award in the
mid-size SUV segment, beating
out the tough line of competition.
Polk Loyalty Awards are deter-
mined by households that return
to the same market to purchase or
lease another vehicle of the same
make and model.

In December 2001, the 2002
Mountaineer received Sport Truck
Connection’s Annual Light Truck
and SUV (ALTAS) Award as the
top mid-size SUV. ALTAS awards
are judged by each vehicle’s per-
formance in “real world” driving
conditions.

In February 2002, the Moun-
taineer was awarded MotorWeek’s
Drivers’ Choice Award for Best
Family Sport Utility Vehicle.
MotorWeek’s criterion is based on
outstanding vehicle value and
reliability that is calculated for
consumers to use when deciding
on a vehicle purchase.

“Best Pick” SUV Makes A Lot Of Sense

The 2002 Mercury Mountaineer has earned numerous awards for
value, crash rating and customer loyalty.

A Short Talk On Titles
(NAPSA)—Most lenders re-

quire home buyers to purchase
lender’s title insurance when they
obtain a loan, which only protects
the lender ’s investment in the
property. Owner’s title insurance,
purchased at closing, protects the
consumer. 

A new type of owner ’s policy
provides additional coverage. Not
only for losses arising from defects
in title existing at the time the pol-
icy is issued, but also for certain
future events, such as building
permit or subdivision law viola-
tions of previous owners; neigh-
bors building encroaching struc-
tures; post-policy forgery or
impersonation; and lack of physi-
cal access for vehicles and pedes-
trians to and from the home.

For more information on the
new Homeowner’s Policy from the
American Land Title Association,
talk to a local title company. For
information on title insurance, see
www.alta.org.

An improved type of title insur-
ance may mean easier estate
planning for many families.

(NAPSA)—Few things seem as
painful for children or frustrating
for parents as ear infections. Three
out of four children will have at
least one ear infection before age
three, and of these children, half
will experience repeat infections.
Certain factors put children at risk
for persistent ear infections that
are tougher to treat. According to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), children
who have recently taken an antibi-
otic and who are under the age of
two or in group child care are at
risk for these tougher middle ear
infections.

Ear infections can be tough to
treat because some bacteria have
become more powerful and resis-
tant to antibiotic treatments.

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Child Care Professionals
(NACCP), pediatricians recently
surveyed report they are seeing a
much higher incidence of tougher,
repeat ear infections among their
younger patients (ages 0 to 2) in
group child care. In addition, 91
percent of the physicians surveyed
felt that antibiotic resistance was a
factor. According to the doctors sur-
veyed, one-third of their patients in
group child care do not respond to
the first antibiotic selected for
treatment. 

Children in group child care
(as many as three out of five chil-
dren in the U.S.) may be at
increased risk for tough-to-treat,
repeat episodes of illness due to
their proximity to other children
and to the previous use of ineffec-
tive antibiotics.

“Antibiotics should be chosen
based on their effectiveness against
bacteria, not for their convenience
or taste,” said Candice E. Johnson,
MD, Professor of Pediatrics at the
University of Colorado School of
Medicine and based at the Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Denver, Co. “If
parents talk to their pediatricians
about the most effective form of
antibiotics, we are taking an impor-
tant step forward in improving our
children’s health by lowering the
incidence of repeat ear infections.”

An ongoing educational health
campaign by the NACCP is cur-
rently focused on the prevention
and treatment of middle ear
infections because of their high
prevalence in children up to age
two. A goal of the NACCP cam-

paign is to increase understand-
ing about the appropriate use of
antibiotics and the impact of mis-
using them for viral infections,
such as colds or flu, on children’s
health—including tough-to-treat
ear infections.

According to the NACCP, in
most states, licensed child care
facilities are mandated to send
sick children home, and these
children are not allowed to return
to group care for at least 24
hours after any fever subsides. 

“Often there is an urgency to
seek a quick return to wellness
through the use of antibiotic ther-
apy,” says Sherry Workman, Execu-
tive Director, NACCP. “However,
the misuse of antibiotics for illness
not caused by bacteria, may actu-
ally increase infections. Parents
should talk to their pediatricians
about proper antibiotic use.”

Middle ear infections are one of
the most common childhood ill-
nesses, causing more visits to the
doctor than any other ailment—
about 30 million each year. As part
of their educational campaign, the
NACCP is offering parents a free
tips sheet called “Ears, Tears and
Infections...Oh My! Erase the Ache
of Ear Infections.” It explains how
to recognize the symptoms of mid-
dle ear infections, why they have
become tougher-to-treat in recent
years and provides valuable infor-
mation for parents regarding the
prevention and treatment of middle
ear infections.

For more information on ear
infections and child care or to
receive the tip sheet, visit the
Web site at www.naccp.org or
call 1-800-537-1118.

Tackling The Toughest Ear Infections

Young children in child care
are at increased risk for tough-to-
treat ear infections, the kind that
keep coming back.

(NAPSA)—Approx imate ly
350,000 women with early breast
cancer  are  current ly  taking 
tamoxifen to treat their disease.
Now, a drug currently prescribed
to treat advanced breast cancer
may be even more effective than
the gold standard tamoxifen.

Results of a recent clinical
study show that Arimidex reduced
the risk of breast cancer recur-
rence in postmenopausal women
with early breast cancer by 17
percent compared to tamoxifen.

The new data are the first
results reported from the world’s
largest breast cancer treatment
trial, called ATAC (Arimidex and
Tamoxifen Alone or in Combina-
tion). This is the first time any
drug has shown clinical trial
results in early breast cancer that
are better than tamoxifen.

Patients taking Arimidex in the
ATAC trial also reported fewer inci-
dences of endometrial cancer, blood
clots and vaginal bleeding than
those taking tamoxifen. These are
side effects that are experienced by
a very small percentage of women
taking tamoxifen.

Dr. Aman Buzdar of the Univer-
sity of Texas M. D. Anderson Can-
cer Center in Houston was the
principal U.S. investigator of the
ATAC trial. “Tamoxifen is a very
effective drug, but it has side
effects that have to be managed,”
Buzdar comments. “The goal of

research in this area is to improve
that profile.”

Arimidex and tamoxifen work
differently, which is why the trial
showed varying results on breast
cancer recurrence rates with the
two drugs. Arimidex works by
reducing circulating estrogen in
postmenopausal women, while
tamoxifen works by selectively
blocking estrogen from stimulat-
ing breast cancer cells by binding
to the estrogen receptor.

Over the next few years, addi-
tional follow-up data will be col-
lected to confirm if the observed
reduction in recurrence rates with
Arimidex will impact long-term
survival of women with breast
cancer.

To learn more about Arimidex,
speak with your doctor.

A Better Choice Than Tamoxifen For Early Breast Cancer?

(NAPSA)—To follow up on two
promising earlier studies, the
National Cancer Institute is
sponsoring a study to determine
if selenium and vitamin E can
protect against prostate cancer.
The study, called SELECT, will
include a total of 32,400 men.
More information about the
study is available by visiting
http://cancer.gov/select or calling
the National Cancer Institute at
1-800-4-CANCER. 

Warmer winter vacation desti-
nations, such as California ’s
Sonoma County, offer year-round
appeal with a budget-friendly
twist: value season rates that go
lower mid-week. For an official
visitor’s guide, calendar of events
and a list of “Vintage Winter Val-
ues,” call the Sonoma County
Tourism Program toll-free at
(800) 380-5392 or go to www.sono
macounty.com.

(NAPSA)—Virtually all ice
melters are made from five mate-
rials—calcium chloride, sodium
chloride (rock salt), magnesium
chloride, potassium chloride, urea
and blends of these materials. Cal-
cium chloride tablets are said to
work the fastest at all tempera-
tures because they give off heat as
they melt snow and ice. For more
information on deicer differences,
visit www.peladow.com.

For anyone who looks for-
ward to the sounds of click-
ing  mahjong  t i les  in  h is  or
her living room, the launch of the
world’s first cash play Mahjong site
may be exciting news. The site,

Fatchoising.com (Chinese for “City
of Fortune,”) provides an online
community for Mahjong players
everywhere and is open 24 hours a
day. More information is available
at www.fatchoising.com.

***
Happiness lies in the fulfillment of the spirit  through the body.

—Cyril Connolly
***




