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(NAPSA)—Electricity is something 
that many take for granted, but without 
it, we wouldn’t be able to go about our 
everyday routines. That’s why electric 
companies work so hard to maintain the 
power grid. Today, electric companies 
are exploring a new way to protect the 
grid from any disruptions to our power. 

Falling trees and overgrown vegeta-
tion can interfere with power lines and 
cause outages. For this reason, careful 
monitoring of all vegetation near elec-
tric company assets is a very import-
ant part of electric companies’ mainte-
nance strategies.

How Drones Fit into the Equation
Traditionally, electric companies 

have used a combination of helicop-
ter flights and field crews to inspect 
their power lines. Electric companies 
are now looking to add long-distance 
drone flights into the mix to comple-
ment existing methods.

Drone technology and the big data 
that drones collect have immense 
potential to improve reliability and effi-
ciency by streamlining the inspection 
of large assets such as transmission and 
distribution lines, as well as genera-
tion assets (e.g., conventional power 
plants) and renewables (e.g., wind and 
solar). Drone inspections allow electric 
companies to map the trees growing 
near their lines to determine the height, 
species and distance from the power 
lines for each tree. 

The data for each individual tree is 
then added into an algorithm that auto-
matically calculates the future growth 
rate of the tree and when it would be at 
risk for falling or growing into the power 
lines. With each successive inspection 
of the power line, this growth algorithm 
becomes even more precise. This infor-
mation helps electric companies target 
the trees that need maintenance to pre-
vent them from interfering with power 
lines as well as help them plan when that 
maintenance needs to be scheduled. 

Drones can also detect problems 
with the different technical compo-
nents of the grid, such as corroded 
components, poor connections and 
electrical discharge. This allows electric 
companies to focus their maintenance 
budgets where they will make the most 
impact. 

The Edison Electric Institute and 
Sharper Shape Partnership

Although these electric com-
pany drone inspections have already 
proven successful in Europe, long-dis-
tance drone flights have yet to be 
implemented for this purpose in the 
United States. That’s where the partner-
ship between drone service company 
Sharper Shape and the Edison Elec-
tric Institute comes into play. The EEI 
Sharper Utility partnership aims to fast-
track commercial drone inspections of 
power lines in the U.S. In fact, the pair 
recently submitted a waiver application 
to the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) for permission to demonstrate 
drone flights with select U.S. electric 
companies. 

Drones are one more tool that 
can help electric companies conduct 
streamlined power line inspections. 
Utilizing drones can help improve the 
reliability, resiliency and security of the 
power grid, which ultimately benefits 
electricity customers.

How Drones Help Keep The Lights On 

Drones help electric companies 
maintain the power grid more effi-
ciently so that they can offer cus-
tomers better service.

(NAPSA)—With today’s technology, 
staying in touch with loved ones around 
the country—and the world—is easier 
than it’s ever been. We are connected 
to each other virtually day and night— 
from cell phones and video calls to so-
cial media, texting and e-mail. While we 
may rely on this technological closeness 
throughout the year, the holidays offer 
a unique opportunity to sit and spend 
time with family members, particularly 
older family members, whom we don’t 
see on a regular basis. This face-to-face 
time provides a chance to connect, catch 
up, and observe behaviors that may go 
undetected over the phone or through 
e-mail. Certain changes in these behav-
iors from year to year may indicate a 
need for long-term care.

While each passing year will show 
some changes in an older family mem-
ber’s capabilities and function, the table 
at right provides common changes in 
behavior to watch for to get a better idea 
of where your loved ones stand func- 
tionally. It’s important not to focus on 
the behavior itself, but rather the change 
in that behavior compared to what is 
considered normal for that person. For 
example, someone who has always been 
quiet and somewhat introverted would 
be held to a different standard than 
someone who is usually very outgo-
ing and conversational, but now seems 
withdrawn and isolated. Based on the 
information you gather, it may be time 
to start thinking about your family’s 
plan for long-term care.

The time to plan is now
Millions of Americans require long-

term care at some point during their 
lifetime.* This type of care includes 
assistance with everyday activities like 
bathing, dressing and eating, or super-
vision due to a severe cognitive impair-
ment like Alzheimer’s disease. Surpris-
ingly, the type of care needed to provide 
assistance with these activities can be 
expensive and is generally not covered 
by traditional health plans or Medicare. 
In many cases, taking care of an older 
relative often falls on family members 
or friends. However, depending on the 
location of family members and friends, 
this support is often not available or 
may be a bigger challenge than many 
expect or are willing to take on.

Take a closer look
By paying attention to some com-

mon behaviors, you can begin to deter-
mine whether a loved one is having dif-

ficulty performing everyday activities. 
Noticing changes in behavior that may 
be due to an emerging physical or cog-
nitive impairment is an important first 
step.

Based on what you observe, the Fed-
eral Long Term Care Insurance Program 
(FLTCIP) may be worth considering 
when developing your family’s plan for 
long-term care.

How did you answer? 
Mostly unchanged. The best time for 

you and your family members to consid-
er long-term care insurance is long be-
fore it’s needed. Because the FLTCIP is 
medically underwritten, it’s important 
to apply while you’re still in good health 
to avoid the risk that a future illness or 
medical condition may prevent you 
from obtaining coverage later. Also, pre-
miums are directly related to age. This 
means that premiums tend to be lower 
for younger applicants. 

Recognized changes. If you’re al-
ready a FLTCIP enrollee and recognize 
some of these behavioral changes in a 
loved one, contact a FLTCIP care coor-
dinator at the phone number provided 
at right to gather important information 
about the different care options that 
may be available. A call to one of their 
licensed health care practitioners can 

provide valuable information such as an 
assessment of need, direction on devel-
oping a plan for long-term care services, 
and access to discounted services and 
providers, where available. The FLTCIP, 
unlike most long-term care insurance 
plans, provides certain care coordina-
tion services to qualified relatives of en-
rollees at no cost. 

FLTCIP eligibility
Many members of the federal family 

are eligible to apply for coverage under 
the FLTCIP, including federal and U.S. 
Postal Service employees and annui-
tants, as well as active and retired mem- 
bers of the uniformed services. Quali-
fied relatives such as spouses, domestic 
partners, parents and parents-in-law, 
and adult children are also eligible to 
apply. For a complete eligibility list, visit 
www.LTCFEDS.com/eligibility.

To learn more about the FLTCIP, 
visit www.LTCFEDS.com. For person-
alized assistance, call (800) LTC-FEDS 
(800) 582-3337)/TTY (800) 843-3557 
to speak with a program consultant. 
Consultants are available to answer any 
questions you may have and can walk 
you step by step through the plan design 
and application process.

Best wishes for a happy, healthy holi-
day season with your friends and family.

Home For The Holidays

This chart can help you assess your loved one’s strengths and needs.

* Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “Long-Term Care Services in the United States,” www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nsltcp/long_term_care_services_2013.pdf (accessed March 2015).
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(NAPSA)—If you’re like many 
American parents, you may not be aware 
of a way to give your children a better 
education at little or no cost to you.

How It Works
A program known as education sav-

ings accounts (ESAs) lets parents with-
draw their children from a public district 
or charter school that’s not working for 
them and get a deposit of public funds 
into government-authorized savings ac-
counts with restricted but multiple uses. 
Those funds—often distributed via debit 
card—can cover private school tuition 
and fees, online learning programs, pri-
vate tutoring, community college costs, 
higher education expenses and other 
approved customized learning services 
and materials. Some ESAs can even be 
used to pay for a combination of public 
school courses and private services.

One Girl’s Story
Consider the case of Valerie McMur-

ray from Arizona. Her birth mother 
was a heroin addict and an alcoholic all 
throughout her pregnancy, and because 
of that, she was born prematurely and 
with cerebral palsy—a muscle disorder 
caused by damage to the brain, normal-
ly before birth.  McMurray was adopted 
and struggled to learn to walk and talk.

Growing up, she said school was 
never something that came easy for her, 
whether in public or private schools. 
She was not getting the one-on-one care 
she needed as a student.

Finally, her adoptive mother was ap-
proached about the ESA program in her 
state, through which she would get gov-
ernment grants to learn at home.

McMurray discovered she did best 
at visual learning. She said she enjoys 
learning now, at her own speed—it 

doesn’t scare her anymore. “I like hav-
ing one-on-one attention from my tu-
tors,” McMurray said. “I ask questions 
without the fear of being made fun of 
or feeling embarrassed. My tutors teach 
me at my own speed.” She also said she 
is happy she no longer has to sit still in 
one spot for hours at a time. She enjoys 
being able to go on field trips whenever 
her parents and tutor think it’s best for 
her lesson plan. 

Another thing McMurray loves about 
learning at home is that she doesn’t have 
to deal with bullies anymore. “In public 
school, kids can be really mean,” Mc-
Murray said. “At home, I am surrounded 
by people who are kind, understanding 
and actually care about my well-being. 
They don’t make me feel uncomfortable 
about the way I walk or speak.”

McMurray said the ESA pro-
gram helped her self-esteem, not only 
through learning, but in the real world. 
She now has so much confidence in ar-
eas where she used to be confused.  

Learn More
For more information about ESAs 

and to find out if your state offers fam-
ilies educational choice options, visit 
www.edchoice.org.

K–12 Education Savings Accounts And 
How They’re Changing Kids’ Lives

Valerie McMurray uses education 
savings accounts to customize her 
education in Arizona.

The word “biscotti” is a generic term 
applied to various types of Italian 
cookies that are baked twice. This 
results in a very crunchy cookie.

A baker’s dozen, refers to 13 items, 
not 12. The term may have origi-
nated from a custom among bakers 
to add an extra piece of bread in case 
a dozen did not meet the required 
weight.

“Shadow player” is a slang term for an investor who is investing a very large 
amount of money and wants to conceal his identity..

Stocks listed on the New York Stock Exchange have three or fewer letters in 
their ticker symbol.
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