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(NAPSA)—Schools, organiza-
tions and individuals from across
the country are planning more
than 15,000 events to celebrate
National School Choice Week
2016, NSCW President Andrew
Campanella announced recently.
National School Choice Week,

which will take place from Janu-
ary 24 to 30, 2016, will be the
world’s largest-ever series of edu-
cation-related events.
The goal of the events—which

are independently planned by
schools, organizations and individ-
uals—is to raise awareness of
K–12 education options for chil-
dren and families. These options
include traditional public schools,
public charter schools, public mag-
net schools, online academies, pri-
vate schools, and homeschooling.
National School Choice Week

events will include everything
from open houses at schools to
school assemblies, parents’ nights,
chamber of commerce meetings,
roundtable policy discussions,
awards ceremonies, rallies at
state capitols and more.
According to Campanella, the

exponential growth of National
School Choice Week, which began
in 2011, tracks closely with the
growth in public interest in, as
well as support and demand for,
K–12 educational opportunity.
“From 150 events in 2011 to

15,000 events in 2016, the growth
in enthusiasm surrounding
National School Choice Week
demonstrates that Americans in

communities across the country rec-
ognize, more than ever before, the
importance of ensuring that all chil-
dren have the opportunity to learn
and to pursue their own American
dreams,” Campanella said.
“Many parents use the Week

to begin looking for new schools
or education environments for
their children, while many others
use the platform provided by
National School Choice Week to
speak out in favor of greater edu-
cational opportunities.”
National School Choice Week

is an independent public aware-
ness effort. The Week is nonpoliti-
cal and nonpartisan, and NSCW
does not advocate for or against
legislation.
To learn more about National

School Choice Week, visit www.
schoolchoiceweek.com. If you are
interested in receiving materials to
use to host a school choice–related
meeting or event during the Week,
visit www.schoolchoiceweek.com/
mymeeting.

MillionsOf AmericansToCelebrate School Choice In January—
15,000 Special Events Planned Across All 50 States

Children from all over celebrate
education during National School
ChoiceWeek.

(NAPSA)—Technology and the
evolution of smartphones have
brought about new and exciting
ways of learning, but the simple
act of writing by hand cannot be
forgotten. Writing has numerous
benefits for a child’s development,
and there are many ways to help
instill a love of writing in your
child that will help him or her suc-
ceed in the classroom and beyond.
“Parents play a key role in a

child’s development and can act as
ambassadors for their right to
write,” explained PamAllyn, who is
a literacy advocate, education
expert, author and founder of Lit-
World, a global organization that
advocates for children’s rights as
readers, writers and learners.

The Time is Now
She’s also the spokesperson for

BIC’s Fight For Your Write mission,
which focuses on the benefits of
handwriting. Research shows that
writing by hand aids in a child’s
cognitive development, and also
helps sharpen fine motor skills,
because writing by hand uses a dif-
ferent part of the brain than typing
on a keyboard.* When a child
writes well, it can improve his or
her self-confidence in and out of the
classroom. Writing also fosters cre-
ativity and encourages individual-
ity, giving children an outlet to
share their thoughts, opinions and
imaginings with those around
them. By dedicating just fifteen
minutes a day to writing at home,
parents can help their children
become engaged writers.
Help Kids Write More at Home
Here are seven simple ways you

can get your children writing out-
side of the classroom.
1. Encourage your children to

bring a notebook wherever they

go. Ask them to write or doodle
their observations of the world
around them.
2. Ask your children to reimag-

ine their favorite stories by writing
them in their own words, as a poem
or from the point of view of some-
one who is not the main character.
3. Invite them to do the cross-

word puzzles and word jumbles
in newspapers and magazines
with you.
4. Give them the gift of writing

with fun stationery, pens, pencils
and markers.
5. Ask them to write their to-do

list, or a family to-do list, and mark
off as each task is completed.
6. Make a family book. Have

everyone write about a special
event or accomplishment each
month and then read it at the end
of the year!
7. Let your children see you

write. Send handwritten thank
you notes and cards to family
and friends.

Learn More
Visit BICFightForYourWrite

.com for more information, fun
writing activities, and to sign
BIC’s pledge to save handwriting.
In return for each e-signature,
BIC will donate one pen or pencil
to a student in need through
AdoptAClassroom.org, with a
maximum donation of 200,000.

Take The PledgeTo ‘Fight ForYourWrite’

You can help kids learn—and
love—to write.

*Source: https://www.zaner-bloser.com/sites/default/files/public/pdf/hw_hanover.pdf.

(NAPSA)—If you’re like many
Americans, you’re concerned
about the health effects—to your-
self and the environment—of
exposure to toxic substances.
Fortunately, when you see

news reports on scientific
research, there are some simple
ways to figure out what the new
research means for you. When
evaluating scientific studies
regarding chemicals and toxic
substances, you should ask the
following questions:
•Has the study been repro-

duced or is this a one-time report-
ing event? If it hasn’t been repro-
duced, the results may not be
predictive of the response in most
people.
•Was the study conducted on

experimental animals, cell cul-
tures, or based on human evi-
dence? If it’s one of the first two,
the results might be informative,
but don’t always directly translate
to responses in people.
•How do the dose levels in the

study compare to actual or pre-
dicted human use levels? Fre-
quently, because toxicologists are
interested in determining the abil-
ity of a substance to cause harm
(e.g. the worst-case scenario), they
use experimental doses that are
much higher than the amounts
humans or the environment will
experience.
•What was the route of expo-

sure used in the study; that is, did
the study employ one of the three
basic ways by which humans are
often exposed—by eating or drink-
ing, breathing, or placing the sub-

stance on the skin—or were inva-
sive approaches, such as intra-
venous injection, used? The effects
of toxic substances can depend
strongly on the route of exposure,
an important factor that must be
considered in evaluating the like-
lihood of harm.
The expert members of the Soci-

ety of Toxicology also point out that
risk is composed of two key vari-
ables: hazard (the capability of
something to cause harm) and
exposure (the amount of something
a subject experiences over a defined
period of time). Both variables need
to be present for a risk to exist. A
potential hazard associated with a
chemical, natural toxin, or other
agent needs to be accompanied by
expected or actual human expo-
sures to pose a health risk.
By answering these important

questions, you’ll be better able to
understand the risks you may—or
may not—actually face.

Learn More
For further facts, go to

http://www.toxicology.org/pubs/ne
wsroom/relevantNews.asp.

Understanding Science News About Exposure
ToToxic Substances

People should be aware how sci-
entific studies relate to actual
human risk or benefit.

When It’s TimeTo Not Drive
(NAPSA)—Staying on the road

to safety may be harder for many
elderly drivers than they realize.

The Danger
According to the National

Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, senior citizens account for
only 9 percent of the population
but almost 14 percent of fatal traf-
fic accidents.
As people age, their driving

patterns change. Retirement, dif-
ferent schedules and new activi-
ties affect when and where they
drive. Although most older adults
drive safely because they have a
lot of experience behind the wheel,

when they are involved in crashes,
they may be hurt more seriously
than younger drivers.
Many see driving as an impor-

tant part of staying independent,
and people 70 and older tend to
keep their licenses longer and
drive more miles than in the past.

What To Do
Elderly drivers and the people

who care for them should have a
trusted doctor check their eyes
and reflexes to determine whether
they should be driving anymore.
If it seems a driver you care

about should be off the road, listen
to his or her concerns and feelings
on the subject. Explore the possibili-
ties. Are there solutions that could
keep him or her driving safely
longer, such as getting new glasses
or only driving during the day? Try
to arrange for alternative trans-
portation so he doesn’t feel trapped
at home. If she sells her car, remind
her of the money she’ll save on
insurance and maintenance—which
can be used for buses and taxis.
Having this talk may not be

easy but you could save a life.
Learn More

For a checklist of which inci-
dents indicate an older person or
parent should stop driving, visit
www.accidentattorneys.org.

Older drivers tend to have slower
coordination, age-related declines
in vision, hearing and other abili-
ties, and are involved in more than
their share of car accidents.

(NAPSA)—Every year in the
U.S., FEMA reports, about 100
disasters, natural and man-made,
occur—but there are steps you can
take to protect your family and
finances if any ever occurs to you.
These seven hints can help:

Before A Disaster
1.Develop a family communica-

tions plan. Everyone should know
whom to reach and how.
2.Make an emergency kit. It

should include enough food, water
and other supplies to last at least
72 hours. Pack a flashlight, bat-
tery-operated radio and enough
batteries for both. Include a sup-
ply of any medications you take.
Have cash on hand.
3. Sign up for emergency alerts

with the weather service.
After A Disaster

4. If you’ve been evacuated
from your home, inspect it before
re-entering. Walk carefully
around the outside and check for
loose power lines, gas leaks and
structural damage.
5.Do not enter if:
•You smell gas.
•Floodwaters remain around

the building.
•Your home was damaged by

fire and the authorities have not
declared it safe.
6.Watch out for animals, espe-

cially poisonous snakes. Use a
stick to poke through debris.
7. One silver lining is that dam-

age, destruction or loss of your
property resulting from such events
that insurance doesn’t pay for may
be deductible on your tax return.
The experts at the National

Association of Enrolled Agents
(NAEA) suggest you photograph
and inventory any property dam-
age. “It is very important that

people take pictures or videos and
do a complete inventory of dam-
age before the mess gets cleaned
up,” explained EA Trish Evenstad.
“My experience tells me that after
the cleanup process has begun,
people do not remember what
they threw away.” To help, she
says, there’s IRS Publication 584,
“Casualty, Disaster, and Theft
Loss Workbook,” available at
www.irs.gov and (800) 829-3676.
It’s useful for taking a room-by-
room damage inventory.
Enrolled agents are America’s

tax experts, licensed by the fed-
eral government to represent tax-
payers before the IRS. EAs pro-
vide tax preparation, tax advice
and tax planning services and
help taxpayers resolve problems
with the IRS.
Evenstad points out that all

claims for damage must first be
submitted to your insurance car-
rier, and that you have to reduce
your loss by $100.
Tax deductions for buildings

with structural damage require a
qualified appraisal and records of
the repairs to restore the building
to its previous condition.

Learn More
To find an EA nearby, call (855)

880-6232 or visit www.eatax.org.

What To Do When Disaster Strikes

After a disaster, you can recover
financially if you follow a few tips.

If you could drive to the sun at
55 miles per hour, it would take
you about 193 years.




