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by Jim Barbaresso
(NAPSA)—Imagine: Someday,

people will talk about traffic acci-
dent fatalities as a thing of the
past. Crashes will be eradicated,
thanks to an onslaught of new
technologies that eliminate
human error behind the wheel,
the cause of 90 percent of roadway
mishaps today.

A new America THINKS sur-
vey found 71 percent of Americans
expect emerging technologies,
such as connected and automated
vehicles, to improve safety.

A zero-crash future is hugely
compelling. It’s also only possible
with the lightning-fast collection
and processing of huge amounts of
data. Connected vehicle-to-vehicle
technologies sense the speed,
direction, size, position and loca-
tion of every other car nearby and
use the data to assist human deci-
sion making.

Safer Roads
In congested highway traffic,

for example, you may not see a
driver braking hard several car
lengths ahead of you. But your
connected car, communicating
wirelessly with the vehicles
around it, will sense the abrupt
slowdown, alert you, and assist
you in stopping your vehicle
before a collision.

Other Benefits
If cars don’t crash, vehicles can

drive in platoons at high rates of
speed and with less space
between them. That means every
lane of traffic in a congested city
could carry three times its cur-
rent capacity.

Combining vehicle connectivity
and automation will deliver
incredible change—undoubtedly
the biggest change to mobility in
America since the advent of the
automobile itself.

The technology is here. Car-
makers are beginning implemen-
tation. The time for public educa-
tion is now. Drivers will need to
understand where their personal
information is going and how it
will be used—especially consider-
ing 80 percent of Americans worry
about privacy with new trans-
portation technologies. The sur-
vey, however, also indicates that
most would grant access to their
travel and vehicle information if it
guaranteed safer roads or lower
gas prices.

National Safety Council statis-
tics indicate that nearly 40,000
Americans may lose their lives in
car accidents this year. With the
technology available today that is
proven to prevent fatal accidents,
we have a moral obligation to
implement it as quickly as possi-
ble. Businesses and governments,
however, must work together to
guarantee the privacy of personal
travel data.

Learn More
For further facts and insights,

visit www.hntb.com.
• Mr. Barbaresso is the prac-

tice leader of Intelligent Trans-
portation Systems and emerging
technologies for HNTB Corp., an
infrastructure solutions firm.

Zero-Crash Future With Connected Vehicles

New technology could mean
greatly reduced auto accidents
and congestion, increased
speeds.

(NAPSA)—If you or someone
you care about is like many
renters, you may be wondering if
the time to buy a home is now.

According to the experts at the
National Association of Realtors
(NAR), the answer may be “yes.”
Interest rates remain low and job
growth is holding steady, leading
to the strongest year of existing-
home sales since 2007.

While renting is a short-term
decision and usually involves sign-
ing a yearlong lease, homeowners
typically stay in their home
around eight to 10 years before
selling. That’s why, when deter-
mining what you want in your
first home, it’s important to think
about how your life may be differ-
ent at least five years from now.

What To Ask
Consider these three questions

if you’re taking the exciting leap
to homeownership:

1. What can you afford? Ana-
lyze your financial situation. Have
all current debt obligations—credit
cards, student loans—been repaid
on time? Find out what you’re
qualified to borrow by visiting a
lender and getting a preapproval.

2. Do you want a walkable
community or leafy suburb? A
recent survey by NAR and Port-
land State University found that
79 percent of participants place
importance on being within easy
walking distance of places. Hav-
ing lots of dining and shopping
options outside your door is popu-
lar but often comes with trade-
offs. Consider this: If kids are in
your short-term future, you might
prefer a large single-family home
with a yard to a similarly priced
but smaller town house or condo.

3. Would you prefer shiny
and customized or a resale
with more character? Buying
new or used may come down to
your wallet. The most recent
median price for newly built
homes was $292,700, compared to
$228,700 for existing homes,
according to NAR. A new home
comes with such perks as being
move-in ready and giving you the
option of customizing the interior.
On the other hand, an existing
home may have architectural
charm and original hardwood
flooring but you may have to com-
promise on some features when
buying a resale.

Once you’ve made your deci-
sion, to ensure a smoother buying
experience, find a Realtor with
expertise working with clients in
your desired area. You’ll get
invaluable insight on local mar-
ket conditions and have a guiding
hand through the complex
process of closing on your first
home.

Where To Get Help
To find a Realtor, enter the zip

code of the area you want to live
in, at www.realtor.com/realestate
agents.

Three Questions For First Timers To Consider

Sticking to a budget will let you
focus on neighborhoods and
homes in your price range.

(NAPSA)—Shoppers are chip-
ping in to combat identity theft in
a new way. They’re paying for the
goods and services they buy with
a new generation of credit cards
that use microchips to keep cus-
tomer information safer.

This EMV technology—named
for the companies behind it: Euro-
pay, MasterCard and Visa—is now
required at all retailers. Any mer-
chants that haven’t installed the
appropriate card readers become
liable for counterfeit purchases,
rather than the liability falling on
the credit card companies.

Safer Shopping
The technology in the microchip

makes it more difficult for crimi-
nals to forge fakes and easier for
merchants to authenticate card-
holders. The change comes as card
fraud has more than doubled in
the U.S. over the last 15 years
while falling in much of the rest of
the world where chip-enabled
cards have been in place for a good
deal of that time.

Not Available Online
Consumers should note, how-

ever, that while this technology is
designed to make in-person sales
transactions more secure, it does
not increase online security for
online transactions.

Help Wanted
Despite the early success, addi-

tional technology and profession-
als are needed in the information
security sector. In fact, a 2015
(ISC)2 Global Information Secu-
rity Workforce Study found that 62
percent of survey respondents say

their organizations have too few
information security professionals,
up from 56 percent in 2013. The
same report estimates that the
global shortfall in the information
security workforce will reach 1.5
million in five years.

Learn How
For people with a passion for

technology, there has never been
a better time to get into the
industry. Higher education insti-
tutions are working with indus-
try leaders to meet this work-
force demand with innovative
curricula aligned with industry
standards. The University of
Phoenix College of Information
Systems and Technology offers a
number of cyber security degrees
and certificates.

Learn More
For more information on Uni-

versity of Phoenix’s degree offer-
ings, visit www.phoenix.edu.

Online Fraud-Fighting Facts

Commercial technology has cre-
ated a need to upskill workers in
the industry and recruit more
professionals to continue to
develop ways to enhance con-
sumer protection.

(NAPSA)—While some
recorded messages like flight
delays or school closings are wel-
come, others are not. Robocalls, or
unsolicited prerecorded calls and
SPAM text messages from busi-
nesses or organizations, aren’t
only annoying, but illegal under
federal law if sent to your mobile
device without your consent.

Some calls may ask you to
press a number to be removed.
Legitimate companies will adhere
to your request; however, some
dishonest organizations will call
you even more.

Fortunately, wireless compa-
nies are working on easy ways,
many times for free, to help you
avoid robocalls.

What You Can Do
You play an integral role in

stopping robocalls.
If you get an automated call

or text you didn’t sign up for to
your cellphone, report it to the
proper organizations and/or
authorities.

Here’s how:
•Forward the SPAM text mes-

sages which are sent from a phone
number to 7726 (or SPAM). This
free text exchange with the car-
rier will report the SPAM number
and you will get a response from
the carrier thanking you for
reporting the SPAM.

•File a complaint for texts
and/or voice calls with the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) or Fed-
eral Communications Commission
(FCC) via their websites, ftc.gov
and fcc.gov, or by calling the FTC
at (888) 382-1222 or the FCC at
(888) CALL-FCC.

By providing this information,
you help stop these robocalls. The
FTC and FCC have brought more
than a hundred lawsuits against
over 600 companies and individu-

als responsible for billions of ille-
gal robocalls and other “Do Not
Call” violations.

No More Robocalls
You may also add your wireless

devices and landline numbers to
the national “Do Not Call” reg-
istry, which would prohibit tele-
marketers from calling these reg-
istered numbers. It’s at
DoNotCall.gov.

Wireless companies have
developed a number of tools and
features that help consumers
block robocalls. Apps for the
Android, BlackBerry, iOS and
Windows operating systems are
available that block unwanted
calls and offer step-by-step
instructions on how to block indi-
vidual numbers.

There are other steps you can
take, such as putting a “special
information tone” that signals a
nonworking number at the begin-
ning of your voice mail or answer-
ing machine message.

Learn More
You can view step-by-step video

instructions as well as lists of
apps to further protect yourself
from unwanted robocalls from
CTIA-The Wireless Association at
http:// ctia.it/1LK6gmf.

Preventing Annoying Telemarketing Calls

Attention humans: You can stop
annoying calls and texts from
robots.

(NAPSA)—Blueberries are
available year-round and taste
great in both sweet treats and
savory entrées. They add a tasty,
nutritious twist to your go-to holi-
day recipes. For crowd-pleasing
recipe and menu ideas, visit
www.little bluedynamos.com.

* * *
For a tasty turkey, try frying it

in peanut oil. Visit www.turkey
frying.net to view recipes from
celebrity chefs, instructional
videos, and nutritional informa-
tion on deep-frying in peanut oil.

* * *
Use R.W. Knudsen® Family

Just Juice® to create salad dress-
ings, sauces and marinades. The
company produces more than 100
types of natural and organic fruit
and vegetable juices, carbonated
fruit beverages and specialty
items. Find recipes and more
information at www.rwknudsen
family.com.

Fish can get seasick.

A patent was issued for an
automatic spaghetti-spinning
fork in 1950.

The Great Sphinx of Egypt was
built to face the sunrise on the
vernal or spring equinox.




