
10

(NAPSA)—Living landscapes
do more environmental good than
many people realize.

Go Green To Be Green
Here are just some of the bene-

fits of protecting green spaces,
starting in your own backyard:
•Carbon dioxide. Carbon

dioxide is the single greatest
cause of climate change. Fortu-
nately, scientists say, grass is the
greatest carbon sink in the coun-
try, removing about six tons of
carbon dioxide per acre, per year
from the atmosphere.
•Storm water runoff. Rain

water “sheets off” hard surfaces,
such as parking lots, driveways
and roads, picking up pollutants
as the runoff makes its way to
streams, rivers and lakes. Grassy
areas, however, mitigate storm
water runoff, slowing down and
absorbing the water while cleans-
ing it of dust and other impurities.
•Soil erosion. Grass controls

erosion, not only by slowing down
water runoff but by holding soil in
place with its natural, dense and
fibrous root system.
•Heat island effects. Accord-

ing to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA), on a hot,
sunny day, roof and pavement sur-
face temperatures can be 50° to
90° hotter than the air. Synthetic
turf, made from petroleum, can be
even worse. A Brigham Young
University study found synthetic
turf ’s temperatures were 37°
higher than asphalt and 86° hot-
ter than natural turf. Planting
vegetation and grass and
installing green roofs are among
the strategies the EPA recom-
mends to mitigate the heat island
effect.
•Oxygen. Lawns are incredi-

ble oxygen-making machines. In
fact, a 25-square-foot area of grass
will supply enough oxygen to sup-
port one person for a whole day.
•Air quality. Research has

shown that grasses remove pollu-
tants such as carbon dioxide and
ozone from the air. Grass plays a
vital role in capturing dust, smoke
and other harmful pollutants.
•Play space. Outdoor areas

provide a safe place for children
and pets to play and for families
to enjoy. Numerous studies have
demonstrated the health benefits
of spending time outdoors, includ-
ing improved mood and decreased
anger, fatigue and depression.
•Biodiversity. Unlike artifi-

cial grass made of petroleum, real
grass provides a habitat for birds
and animals.
What To Do About Drought
The good news is, you don’t

have to lose all those benefits to
drought conditions. During a
drought, it’s fine to let your lawn
go brown. In fact, it is part of the
natural plant cycle. It will turn
green again when the rains
return, and even a dormant lawn
provides environmental benefits,
while giving kids and pets a place
to play.
What’s more, buffalo and

Bermuda grass and other types

require very little water, making
them a smart choice for drought
conditions, explains Kris Kiser,
president and CEO of the Out-
door Power Equipment Institute
(OPEI), the international trade
association representing the
small engine, utility vehicle and
outdoor power equipment manu-
facturing industry. “The right
thing to do is to find the right
plants for the right place,” urges
Kiser. “Rocks, mulch, hardscapes,
pavers and cactus simply don’t
cut it.
“If you xeriscape and put in

rock gardens and mulch and cac-
tus, it may not provide an ade-
quate place for pets and kids to
play,” adds Kiser.
Green Facts For Family Fun
To help families understand

their options when it comes to
their yards, the OPEI Education
and Research Foundation came up
with a kid-friendly character
named TurfMutt and his sidekicks
called the Outdoor Powers.
Created in partnership with

Scholastic, Inc., the global chil-
dren’s publishing, education and
media company, TurfMutt is a
national educational program for
grades K through 5. The program
offers fun activities and on online
digital storybook for children. It’s
featured on the websites of the
EPA, U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, U.S. Department of Energy,
U.S. Green Building Council’s
Center for Green Schools, and
U.S. Forest Services’ Climate
Change Live.

Learn More
For more information, go to

www.opei.org/stewardship. To see
fun ways kids can go green, visit
www.TurfMutt.com.

Living Landscapes Matter:The ABCs Of Drought-Friendly Landscapes

To help families understand their
options when it comes to their
yards, kid-friendly TurfMutt was
created.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news for
students preparing for Advanced
Placement (AP) exams.Awell-known
study system is keeping pace with
the latest changes in technology and,
as a result, it’s now possible for stu-
dents to study on the platform of
their choice.
The last decade has seen signif-

icant changes in the way high
school students study and prepare
for exams, particularly in the
technology they use. Increasingly,
laptops, tablets and other digital
devices are what students prefer
to use in order to access informa-
tion, so it makes sense that a
study program designed to meet
students’ needs would use the
technology they prefer.
That’s why McGraw-Hill Edu-

cation is introducing a unique
cross-platform system that
enables students to access all the
publisher’s test prep content for
each AP exam on the platform
they choose, including Apple iOS
devices, Android (including the
Kindle Fire and Nook), Black-
Berry and Netbooks. Anywhere
and any time they want to study,
students now have the choice of
print, online or a mobile device.
This new system also includes
many innovative features to help
students study smarter, such as a
personalized study plan with daily
goals, powerful analytics to help
students chart their progress,
flash cards, games and more. Stu-
dents can even share tips and
notes with other test takers via a
social media function.
This groundbreaking cross-

platform system is being intro-
duced for all the best-selling
guides in the publisher’s signa-
ture AP study series—5 Steps to a
5 on the Advanced Placement
Examinations. Each subject-spe-

cific course guide is structured
around a five-step plan and con-
tains several features that sepa-
rate the system from other guides.
The first step that students are

encouraged to take is to develop a
study plan, the second step is con-
cerned with building knowledge,
the third and fourth steps focus on
honing test-taking skills and
strategies, and the fifth is
designed to foster the confidence
that students need to ace the tests.
The unique system also takes

into account the fact that not
everyone learns the same way.
There is one approach that follows
the school year, another that fol-
lows the calendar year and one
that accommodates the “last-
minute” student who is just look-
ing for the highlights of the course.
In order to make sure the sys-

tem stays current when it comes
to curriculum test information,
the system is updated annually.
The latest version was just
launched in July of 2015.
To learn more and see the

courses available, go to http://
ow.ly/S07xx.

A New AppTo Help Students Prep For APTests

Students studying for Advanced
Placement tests can access a
well-known study system on the
digital platform of their choice.

What ProblemWouldYou
Solve For Tomorrow?
Chance to win a share of
$2 million in prizes

(NAPSA)—Students and teach-
ers in public schools are racing to
solve problems that exist in many
communities across the country—

such as water pollution and street
safety—and for a chance to win a
share of $2 million in technology
and other prizes. The nationwide
Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Con-
test is helping students and teach-
ers engage in science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) by
enabling them to take topics out of
traditional classroom settings and
explore in a hands-on way.
To enter, visit www.samsung.

com/solve by October 30th.

Teachers—sign up today for a
chance to use science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math to
tackle an issue in your commu-
nity and win a share of $2 million
in prizes.

***
The love of a parent for a child is the love that should grow towards
separation.

—Kahlil Gibran
***

***
The follies which a man regrets most in his life are those which
he didn’t commit when he had the opportunity.

—Helen Rowland
***

***
Do your work with your whole heart, and youwill succeed—there’s
so little competition.

—Elbert Hubbard

***
True friendship comes when silence between two people is com-
fortable.

—Dave Tyson Gentry
***

***
The purse of the people is the real seat of sensibility. Let it be
drawn upon largely, and they will then listen to truths which
could not excite them through any other organ.

—Thomas Jefferson

***
If a man does not make new acquaintances as he advances through
life, he will soon find himself alone. Aman should keep his friend-
ships in constant repair.

—Samuel Johnson
***

***
Sometimes I just wish I had a day off. I really need to clean my
room.

—Hilary Duff
***

***
Never take a job where winter winds can blow up your pants.

—Geraldo Rivera
***

***
Some people, no matter how old they get, never lose their beauty—
they merely move it from their faces into their hearts.

—Martin Buxbaum
***

***
Inflation is when you pay 15 dollars for the 10-dollar haircut you
used to get for five dollars when you had hair.

—Sam Ewing

***
You can always tell a real friend: When you’ve made a fool of your-
self he doesn’t feel you’ve done a permanent job.

—Laurence J. Peter
***

***
A friend is the one who comes in when the whole world has gone
out.

—Grace Pulpit
***

***
It was as true...as taxes is. And nothing’s truer than them.

—Charles Dickens
***

***
To me a lush carpet of pine needles or spongy grass is more wel-
come than the most luxurious Persian rug.

—Helen Keller
***




