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(NAPSA)—One of the most
influential musicians of the 20th
century, Johnny Cash, known as
“The Man in Black,” would have
been 80 years old this year.
Although a country music icon,

Cash’s music spanned blues, folk,
rock ’n’ roll and gospel, adding to
his tremendous multigenerational
appeal. His humble farm-boy roots,
his rebellious nature and his early,
public battles with drugs and alco-
hol only added to Cash’s celebrity.
His widespread and enduring

popularity, evidenced by induc-
tions into the Country Music Hall
of Fame (1980), the Gospel Music
Hall of Fame (2010) and the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame (1995), also
made Cash one of the only artists
to sell over 90 million records.
Signing with Sun Studios in

1954, Cash wrote and recorded
songs that expressed his passion
for life and compassion for others,
as well as his rebelliousness and
spirituality.
This is especially true of Cash’s

signature songs, including “I Walk
the Line,” which shot to No. 1 on
Billboard’s chart in 1955 and
stayed on the charts for an incred-
ible 43 weeks, selling over 2 mil-
lion copies.
Soon, Cash had performed at

the Grand Ole Opry and was tour-
ing up to 300 nights a year, sup-
ported by an impressive string of
hit songs. He also appeared on
“The Ed Sullivan Show,” “The
Tonight Show” and other popular
TV programs.
But success took its toll and by

the early 1960s Cash’s first mar-
riage was collapsing and his gru-
eling tour schedule had eased him
into drug addiction.
Recorded in 1963, “Ring of

Fire,” a song co-written by Cash’s
new love interest, June Carter,
would become the biggest hit of his
career, staying at No. 1 on the
charts for seven weeks. Carter
would play a pivotal role in helping
Cash to overcome his addictions.
In 1967, Cash and Carter ironi-

cally recorded “Jackson,” a duet
about a married couple whose
relationship had lost its “fire.” The
song reached No. 2 on the country

charts and, after the couple wed
in 1968, they picked up a Grammy
for Best Country & Western Per-
formance, Duet, Trio or Group.
In 1970, Cash’s recording of

Kris Kristofferson’s “Sunday
Morning Coming Down” hit No. 1
on the country charts and earned
the Country Music Association
Award for Song of the Year.
Over the next 30 years, Cash

would continue to have numerous
hit songs, including his 1985 sin-
gle, “Highwayman,” which he
recorded as part of The Highway-
men, a group formed with Willie
Nelson, Waylon Jennings and Kris
Kristofferson.
In 2002, Cash recorded a cover

of the Nine Inch Nails song
“Hurt,” which won an MTV Award
and a Grammy and earned Cash
three more CMA awards in 2003.
Cash’s extraordinary life, as

well as his impact on such artists
as Kris Kristofferson, Merle Hag-
gard, George Jones, Grace Potter,
Shooter Jennings, Chris Isaak,
John Carter Cash, Josh Thomp-
son, Yelawolf and Justin Townes
Earle, will be explored when Ova-
tion premieres “Song by Song:
Johnny Cash,” an original six-part
series that remembers the leg-
endary singer/songwriter through
his most popular songs. Check
local listings.

The Legendary “Man In Black”
Is Back In A New Documentary

A new TV series reveals some
fascinating facts about the life of
famed singer Johnny Cash.

(NAPSA)—There could be good
news for many students. Plenty of
generous people and organizations
donate each year to scholarship
funds that help Americans meet
their educational goals. Aspiring
students can easily learn where
and how to apply by visiting sites
such as ScholarshipAmerica.org.
A critical part of the applica-

tion process is often a personal
essay on a single, weighty topic:
Who has influenced you the most
and why? Why do you want to be
in your selected profession? Ten
years from today, where do you
see yourself? and the like.
Before you even think about

opening up a Word doc, though,
you may care to heed this advice
to help you avoid essay mistakes:
1. Don’t rush. Good writing

requires time and clear focus. With
school, friends and extracurricular
activities competing for a share of
your life, it’s easy to push that
scholarship essay aside until the
last minute. Bad idea. Start the
essay long before it’s due, put some
time aside to work on it a little
each night or on the weekends, and
remember: The best writing is
rewriting. Schedule time to revise.
2. Know your audience.

Some scholarship funds like an
upbeat essay, others prefer a for-
mal voice. You won’t know until
you do a little research. Go to the
sponsoring organization’s website
and read its mission, history and
programs. You’ll get a sense of the
organization’s “personality,” which
will help you tailor your essay to
fit what reviewers want.
3. Obey the rules of good

writing. U can get away w/ bro-
ken English when ur texting or
chatting w/ friends but it wont
work for ur essay. Scholarships
want 2 give $ to smart peeps and
writin like this makes u look like
u don’t care. So write in English
not in text and use proper gram-
mar and punctuation. K? :)
4. Be interesting. Scholar-

ship reviewers read hundreds,
sometimes thousands of essays

every year. So yours needs to
stand out. Answering the question
is a must, but so is creativity.
Don’t fill space with superficial
and predictable information. Use
images, examples, anecdotes and
other storytelling techniques to
make your writing richer. Con-
sider this example: “My father
inspires me because he puts his
life on the line daily as a Chicago
police officer.” Compare that to
this essay opening: “Every day at
5 a.m. sharp, Dad rolls quietly out
of bed, puts on his police uniform
and carefully buckles his gun belt
around his waist. Meanwhile,
Mom starts her day with a prayer
that Dad will come home safely
from the streets of Chicago.”
5. Read it out loud. People

learn language by hearing it, so
the clearest voice is close to conver-
sational. Instead of simply using
your eyes when you revise, employ
your ears as well. With a pen-and-
paper copy in hand, read your
entire essay aloud, jotting changes
as needed. By hearing how the doc-
ument flows, you can catch clunky
sentences and eliminate those
pesky grammar mistakes that your
eyes might overlook.
6. Get a second opinion. See

if your school has a writing center
where you can get advice on your
essay. Take advantage of these
resources. Or e-mail your essay to
your parents or other trusted
advisers. A fresh set of eyes can
prevent a big mistake.

MakeYour Scholarship Essay Stand Out

Getting scholarship money may
be easier when you know the
“write” way to go about it.

Do GoodWithWood
(NAPSA)—America has a long

history of volunteerism, and for 20
years one company has encouraged
such efforts with the Community
Craftsman Award. It has given
grants for such projects as an after-
school wood-finishing jobs-training
program and a guild program to
design, build and finish beds for
children with special needs.
Renamed the Minwax Do Good

With Wood Award, it recognizes the
ways people express themselves
working with wood. It’s open to any-
one who’s been involved in a wood-
finishing project, through school
wood-shop classes, clubs, guilds,
parent organizations, DIY groups,
craft or hobby groups or on their
own.

The Grand Prize is $5,000 plus
a workshop with wood-finishing
expert Bruce Johnson and product
valued at $1,000. Second Prize is
$2,000 and Minwax products.
Through the end of the year,

one entry will be randomly picked
each month to get two gallons of
Minwax Wood Finish interior
wood stain and two gallons of Min-
wax Fast-Drying Polyurethane.
The winners get fame as well as

fortune. Some projects will be fea-
tured on the Do Good With Wood
Hall of Fame on the company’s
Facebook page, to inspire others.
Send a description of how you

helped your community through
wood finishing, plus a photo of
your project, to Minwax Do Good
With Wood Award, c/o Brushfire,
Inc., 2 Wing Drive, Cedar Knolls,
NJ 07927. For more information
or to enter online, visit
www.minwax.com. Deadline is
December 31, 2012.

Using woodworking to help oth-
ers could let you help yourself to
thousands in prizes.

(NAPSA)—Mangos provide
more than 20 essential vitamins

and minerals, are an excellent
source of vitamins A and C, and
are rich in fiber—all for just 100
calories per serving.

(NAPSA)—If you are contem-
plating travel this holiday season—
or at any time—plan ahead and con-
sider shipping gifts, clothing and
other belongings to your destination
ahead of your arrival. Busy airports,
long lines and checked-luggage fees
make shipping your luggage an easy,
convenient and economical travel
option.
Whether you choose to pack a

traditional piece of luggage or a
sturdy box, make sure all con-
tents are secure and protected.
Consider the following guidelines
for safe and timely delivery of
your packages:
•Before shipping luggage, con-

tact your hotel or destination to
ensure that someone can accept it
in advance of your arrival and has
a secure location to store the bags
until you arrive.
•Visit a FedEx Authorized

ShipCenter or FedEx Office loca-
tion in advance of your trip to get
sturdy boxes, tie-on tags and a
special luggage-shipping bag to
protect your shipment.
•Be sure your shipping label is

securely attached to the shipment.
Place additional address labels
somewhere on the outside of the
luggage, as well as inside the box

or in a luggage compartment.
Make sure this label contains com-
plete contact information for the
shipper and the recipient.
•Visit www.fedex.com to find

information about shipping regu-
lations, calculate shipping rates,
and create and print shipping
labels.
•Travelers seeking to ship lug-

gage outside the United States
can call (800) GO-FedEx in ad-
vance of their trip to inquire about
specific international regulations
and duties or taxes that could be
incurred.
With these suggestions in mind

and your baggage winging its way
ahead of you, you can find that
your next trip is much less trou-
blesome and a lot more fun.

Don’t Let LuggageWeighYou Down

Shipping your luggage to your
destination can help you avoid
airport hassles.

***
There is hardly any place or any company where you may not
gain knowledge, if you please; almost everybody knows some one
thing and is glad to talk about that one thing.

—Lord Chesterfield
***

***
If a nation values anything more than freedom, it will lose its free-
dom; and the irony of it is that if it is comfort or money that it values
more, it will lose that, too.

—W. Somerset Maugham
***

***
They do not love that do not show their love.

—William Shakespeare
***

***
What do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult for each
other?

—George Eliot
***

***
In every marriage more than a week old, there are grounds for
divorce. The trick is to find, and continue to find, the grounds for
marriage.

—Robert Anderson
***




