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(NAPSA)—Homeownership is
how many American families accu-
mulate wealth. One reason is that
homeowners can take advantage of
tax benefits such as the mortgage
interest deduction every year at
tax time and capital gains exclu-
sions when they sell their home.

Over the long term, homeown-
ers also tend to accumulate equity,
which contributes to a notable
increase in their personal net
worth. The most recent data from
the Federal Reserve Board shows
a homeowner ’s net worth is 46
times that of a renter’s.

“There’s a reason homeowner-
ship is called the American
Dream,” said National Association
of Realtors® president, Vicki Cox
Golder. “People who buy within
their means with the intent to stay
in their homes for more than a few
years have the opportunity to
build long-term financial stability.
Homeownership is the first rung
on the ladder to building wealth,
both socially and financially. A
fixed-rate mortgage might last 15
to 30 years; renting is forever.”

Beyond financial considera-
tions, many people become home-
owners to help their families.
Nearly four out of 10 recent buy-
ers had at least one child under
age 18, and academic studies
show homeownership promotes
lower juvenile delinquency rates,
lower teen pregnancy rates and
higher student achievement.

Homeowners can make their
houses more attractive and com-
fortable and increase the value at
the same time. Websites such as
HouseLogic.com can provide tips,
home improvement advice and
how-tos that can inspire home-
owners and help them maintain
and enhance their home’s value.

For example, HouseLogic.com
suggests these easy ways to im-
prove your home’s curb appeal.

• Paint it. A new paint job will
renew your home’s facade.

• Wash it. Pressure washing
particularly makes the house look
bright and clean at a fraction of
the cost of having the house
painted.

• Trim the shrubs and green
up the yard. Cut down overgrown
bushes and replace them with
leafy plants and annuals.

• Add a splash of color. It
could be a flower bed, new paint
for the front door or a brightly col-
ored bench on the front porch.

• Add a fancy mailbox and
house numbers. An upscale
mail box and architectural house
numbers or an address plaque
can give your house a distinctive
look.

• Repair or clean the roof.
Stains and moss can be handled
with professional cleaning.

• Put up a fence. A picket
fence with a garden gate to frame
the yard is an asset.

• Perform routine mainte-
nance and cleaning. Fix hang-
ing gutters, replace missing bricks
on the walkway and make your
house shine.

How Homeowners Reap Rewards

New homeowners become part
of a community, create memories
and build their lives and financial
futures.

(NAPSA)—For young girls,
dance can offer many benefits—
from improved endurance and
flexibility to enhanced confidence
and strength. It can also help
young girls learn how to reach for
their dreams.

In the “Angelina Ballerina” sto-
rybooks by Katharine Holabird
and Helen Craig, young dancers
are introduced to the joys of
dance. Angelina demonstrates a
positive work ethic as she pursues
her big dream of becoming a
prima ballerina. Along the way,
she encounters fun, adventure
and some obstacles, but in the
end, her passion for dance always
shines through.

In the new CG animated PBS
KIDS series, “Angelina Ballerina
The Next Steps,” Angelina follows
her dreams with grace and deter-
mination, capturing both the joys
and frustrations of growing up,
and demonstrating that life isn’t a
perfect ballet.

To raise awareness of the ben-
efits of dance, the “Angelina Bal-
lerina Stars of Tomorrow” pro-
gram (AB Stars) was launched by
HIT Entertainment with the Kips
Bay Boys & Girls Club in the
Bronx, N.Y.

In tandem with the new series
and the launch of the program,
HIT Entertainment and Lionsgate
Home Entertainment are releas-
ing a DVD titled “Angelina Balle-
rina: Love To Dance,” and Mattel
has launched a new line of
Angelina Ballerina toys. Penguin
Young Readers Group will release
three all-new Angelina Ballerina
picture books based on “Angelina

Ballerina The Next Steps,” includ-
ing “Angelina’s New Dance” and
“Angelina’s New School” for 3–5
year-olds, and “The Nutcracker
Sweet,” for readers ages 5–8.
Angelina will also share her love
of dance in a new stage show,
“Angelina Ballerina The Musical.”

For information, visit www.
angelinaballerina.com.

Inspiring Children To Follow Their Dreams

Angelina Ballerina introduces the
youngest dancers to the joys of
dance.

Angelina Ballerina’s Dance Tips:
• Dance with your heart
• Always warm up before you dance
• Don’t be afraid to try new things
• Most importantly—have fun

(NAPSA)—With little witches,
warlocks and ghosts galore, the spook-
iest day of the year is just around the
corner. But, why wait until nighttime
to join the festivities?

This Halloween, celebrate
from one spook-filled hour to the
next with a variety of activities
the entire family will enjoy.

Following are a few ideas likely
to make your next Halloween cele-
bration a real scream:

• Don’t Throw Away the
Seeds. Save the seeds from your
pumpkin carvings and turn them
into a healthy Halloween snack.
First, let clean seeds dry on a
paper towel for 10 minutes. Next,
spray a muffin pan with butter-
flavored, nonstick cooking spray,
placing seeds in the cups and
turning them to coat lightly. For a
flavorful touch, let kids sprinkle
on cinnamon and sugar, garlic salt
or popcorn seasoning. Finally,
bake in a preheated oven at 350˚ F,
turning once, for 10 to 20 minutes
or until brown and slightly crisp.

• Make a Pumpkin Man.
Choose pumpkins or gourds in
three different sizes. Insert a
dowel or garden stake through the
center of each to hold them
together and then add stick arms,
clothes, a hat and fun facial fea-
tures. Set your pumpkin man on
the porch or near the front door to
greet nighttime trick-or-treaters.

• Prepare a Bone-Chillin’
Brew. Quench everyone’s thirst with
an easy-to-make punch concoction
that’s sure to keep the party alive.
Start with Punch flavor NESTLÉ®

JUICY JUICE®. Mix it with frozen
lemonade concentrate and lemon-
lime soda and refrigerate. Next, pour
water into plastic gloves and fasten
with rubber bands or twist ties. Then
line a baking sheet with paper tow-
els and place filled gloves on paper
towels. Freeze for three hours or
until firm. Once the “hands” are
frozen, cut gloves off and let the
hands float in the punch.

• Host a Hair-Raising Bash.
Invite friends and neighborhood
kids to celebrate the holiday with
costume contests, monstrous
music and freaky foods, such as
this recipe for Spiderweb Munch.
This crispy snack is topped with a
layer of melted chocolate and dec-
orated with a thin piping of
peanut butter to create creepy
“webs.” And don’t forget to add a
candy spider on top for an even
spookier flair.

For more Halloween activities
and recipe ideas, you can visit
NestleFamily.com and VeryBest
Baking.com.

Spiderweb Munch
(Makes 12–16 servings)

2 cups (12-ounce package)
NESTLÉ® TOLL HOUSE® Semi-
Sweet Chocolate Morsels

1 cup creamy peanut butter,
divided

1⁄3 cup powdered sugar
3 cups toasted rice cereal

HEAT morsels and 3⁄4 cup
peanut butter in small, heavy-
duty saucepan over low heat,
stirring constantly until
smooth; remove from heat.
Add sugar; stir vigorously
until smooth.

PLACE cereal in large bowl.
Add 1 cup melted chocolate
mixture; stir until evenly
coated. Place on ungreased
baking sheet. Using small
metal spatula, shape into 10-
inch circle with slightly raised
1-inch-wide border. Pour
remaining chocolate mixture
in center of circle; spread to
border.

FOR SPIDERWEB:
PLACE remaining peanut

butter in small, heavy-duty
plastic bag. Cut tiny corner
from bag; squeeze to pipe con-
centric circles on top of
chocolate. Using wooden pick
or tip of sharp knife, pull tip
through peanut butter from
center to border. Refrigerate
for 30 minutes or until firm.
Cut into wedges.

Celebrate Halloween With Fun Family Activities

This spiderweb munch is easy to
make but hauntingly delicious.

(NAPSA)—Figuring out how to
pay for your child’s education does
not have to be stressful or confus-
ing. Regardless of your family’s
financial circumstances, the fol-
lowing tips can help simplify the
process.

“The key to paying for college is
to take charge of the process:
Investigate aid options, contact
your prospective colleges’ financial
aid offices for more information,
and keep track of deadlines,” says
Linda Bell, director of financial
aid at Lehigh University, in Beth-
lehem, Pa. “Keep a file for each
college during the search and
retain the folder for the college
you decide to attend until you
graduate and repay your loans.”

She offers this advice:
• Start saving now. Whether

your child is 6 months or 16 years
old, your savings can reduce the
amount you may have to borrow
later, and some savings plans, like
529 plans and Coverdell Educa-
tion Savings Accounts, offer tax
benefits. Contact your financial
adviser for more information.

• Expand your college
search. Private colleges and uni-
versities value geographic diver-
sity and often have more re-
sources to devote to financial aid.
While your local state college or
university probably has lower
tuition and fees, out-of-state pri-
vate institutions may offer more
generous financial aid packages.

• Complete the FAFSA. Re-
gardless of your income, complete
the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as
possible after January 1. The
FAFSA determines your eligibility
for federal and state grants, work-

study and federal college loans.
Some private colleges also require
the CSS/PROFILE. Check with
the financial aid office.

• Apply for scholarships.
You can find information about
federal grants and scholarships in
the Student Aid Guide on the
Department of Education’s web-
site (http://studentaid.ed.gov), and
at your prospective college’s finan-
cial aid office. Check websites like
www.fastweb.com for private
scholarships, and don’t forget
about scholarships that your
employer or community organiza-
tions may sponsor.

• Be proactive. Keep track of
the deadlines and required appli-
cation materials. If you have any
questions, contact the school’s
financial aid office. E-mail is the
best form of communication be-
cause it’s easy to keep track of.
Financial aid offices and the
Department of Education should
be able to help you for free.

For more information, visit
www.lehigh.edu/assistance.

Smart Ways To Get The Most Financial Aid
For College

Following a few expert tips can
help you get the most out of
financial aid.

***
There is no other solution to a
man’s problems but the day’s
honest work, the day’s honest
decisions, the day’s generous
utterance, and the day’s good
deed.

—Clare Boothe Luce
***

***
What is difficulty? Only a word
indicating the degree of
strength requisite for accom-
plishing particular objects; a
mere notice of the necessity for
exertion; a mere stimulus to
men.

—Samuel Warren
***

***
Success is to be measured not
so much by the position that one
has reached in life as by the
obstacles he has overcome try-
ing to succeed.

—Booker T. Washington
***

***
It isn’t hard to be good from
time to time; what’s tough is
being good every day.

—Willie Mays
***




