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(NAPSA)—A study by Purdue
University found that hands-on
learning is more likely to engage
students and boost comprehen-
sion in certain subjects. These
tips from Patrice McCrary, an
inductee into the National Teach-
ers Hall of Fame, for encouraging
hands-on learning at home can
help prepare your child to shine
in the classroom.
Arts: Create a collage box for

your child. Suggested items in-
clude ribbon, stickers, a variety of
colorful paper, sequins, markers,
etc. Give your child a pair of scis-
sors and a glue stick and watch
the creativity begin. The variety of
materials helps your child go
beyond the limits of an ordinary
coloring page.
Social Studies: Your children

can create their own city, farm or
community using empty boxes.
Very easily, a tissue box becomes a
school, an oatmeal box a sky-
scraper and more. You may be
amazed at how much vocabulary
children gain as they become the
architects of their own world.
Mathematics: Math concepts

are more easily understood when
items are manipulated. Place
magnetic tape on the back of
poker chips and write a number
on each chip with a permanent
marker. Leave several chips
blank. The numbered “chips” can
then be used on metal cookie
sheets to demonstrate addition,
subtraction, place value and more.
Reading: Research shows that

children with 1,000 hours of lap-
time reading from birth to 5 years
are much more prepared to read

than children with little or no
exposure to books. Have your child
decorate a storage box and label it
“Books I Want to Read.” Bring it
with you to the public library and
be sure to have at least four or five
books in the bin at all times.
When your child is in school, a

good way to encourage hands-on
learning is to add Kleenex Tissues
with Sneeze Shield to their supply
list. Not only is it the only facial
tissue brand that supports Box
Tops for Education, but Sneeze
Shield helps keep stuff off kids’
hands and in the tissue—that’s
important in a hands-on class-
room where kids touch just about
everything.
Hands-on learning in the class-

room often involves touching and
sharing many classroom tools,
such as a keyboard or book. By
supplying your child’s classroom
with Kleenex® tissues, you can feel
good about letting your child pass
on the fun of hands-on learning.
For more tips from Patrice

McCrary, visit www.Kleenex.com/
BackToSchool.

Hands-On Learning Fun At Home

Hands on can be a great way for
children to learn.

(NAPSA)—In response to the
economy, many families are opting
for “Backyard Getaways”—fabu-
lous parties thrown at home, as
opposed to leaving town for lavish
vacations.
Party City has partnered with

celebrity event designer Saman-
tha Goldberg to help inspire party
planners with savvy and budget-

friendly tips for the
ultimate Backyard
Getaway.
• Sunset Movie

Night—Relive the
magic of a drive-in
theater by simply
renting a projector,
hanging a large
white sheet , and
serving movie pop-

corn in vintage popcorn boxes to
complete this outdoor cinematic
experience.
• House of Sweets Cupcake

Party—Delight guests young and
old with showstopper, gourmet
cupcakes specially crafted from the
Duff Goldman collection of baking
products and then artfully dis-
played in elegant cupcake stands.

• Luau Paradise Party—
Create a delightfully tropical oasis
at your next poolside gathering
with bamboo garden torches, flo-
ral leis, tiki coconut candles and
luau limbo games.
• Lobster Boil—Bring the

charm of the New England sea-
shore right to your doorstep by
using custom lobster invitations
and nautical-inspired stripes and
solids in your tableware.
• Neighborhood Carnival

and Games—Invite your neigh-
bors and friends over for a spirited
and playful carnival bash full of
novelty candy favors, face-paint-
ing booths and classic carnival
games such as Party City’s Can
Toss, Inflatable Tic-Tac-Toe, and
Egg Relay Race.
Just about everything from

customizable tableware and
vibrant invitations to eye-catching
decorations and novelty party
favors can be found at the more
than 600 company-owned and
franchise Party City stores
throughout the United States. For
more information and store loca-
tions, visit www.PartyCity.com.

ThrowThe Ultimate “Backyard Getaway”

You and your guests can have a
hot time when you go for cool
colors and creative decorations.

Cupcakes artfully displayed and
colorful paper and plastic table-
ware can help brighten your next
backyard party.

Samantha
Goldberg

(NAPSA)—How many photos,
music files and video clips are lan-
guishing on your cell phone, PDA
or digital camera?
Today’s tech devices mean we

have lots of personal photos and
casual videos of life’s big and little
moments, yet few of us ever use or
share them.
In fact, it is estimated that 90

percent of people who have multi-
media content on their smart-
phones don’t edit, share or even
take it off their devices.
Technology is becoming more

powerful every day—and more
complicated to use.
Thanks to a new computer soft-

ware application, saving and shar-
ing those memories is easier than
ever.
Nero, a leading software com-

pany, is offering the perfect 3-in-1
Multimedia Suite 10 for editing,
backup and burning, allowing peo-
ple to:
• edit photos and videos;
• burn and publish content to

share with family, friends and col-
leagues; and
• back up photos, videos, music

and even entire hard drives.
Getting the Most Out Of Your

Digital Library
Nero offers the following tips

for preserving and maximizing
your multimedia content.
Consolidate and organize.

Gather all your devices and trans-
fer your video clips, photos and
music files to your computer. Save
files in easy-to-find folders. Use
very specific names.
Back up your files. There’s

nothing worse than discovering
your personal photos, music, videos
or documents have been lost or
damaged because of a system fail-
ure or virus attack. Create multiple
backups in different forms—per-

haps on both a DVD and an exter-
nal hard drive, or online storage
and a flash drive—so you can
recover your files. Nero BackItUp
& Burn, one part of the suite, pro-
vides one-click backup to multiple
devices at once and makes it easy
to restore personal data.
Get creative. This is the fun

part—make the most of your digi-
tal content by creating your own
custom videos or slide shows.
With today’s cutting-edge editing
software, like Nero Vision Xtra,
another part of the suite, you can
create professional-looking pre-
sentations with special effects,
music and personal touches.
Share. Share your master-

pieces with family and friends.
Nero Burning ROM, the final part
of the suite, lets you drag and
drop files to burn and copy CDs,
DVDs and even Blu-ray Discs. In
addition, you can quickly and eas-
ily publish your videos to social
media sites, including Facebook,
YouTube, MySpace, Flickr and the
My Nero community.
To learn more or to try Nero

Multimedia Suite 10 for a 15-day
free trial, visit www.nero.com.

Don’t Throw AwayYour Digital Memories

New software makes it easy to
create, manage and share digital
content, including videos, photos
and music.

(NAPSA)—We all perform better
when we look good and feel good.
One way to help your children put
their best foot forward in school—
and to make the most of this year’s
school clothing budget—is to send
them off with clean and well-pro-
tected shoes. Caring for your child’s
shoes takes only a few minutes for
long-lasting protection. Here are a
few tips to help:
• Save Your Suede. If your

child wears winter suede boots,
consider protecting that invest-
ment to get them ready for the
upcoming cold weather. Products
like KIWI Suede & Nubuck Pro-
tector create an invisible shield
designed to weather the storm
and protect against water and
stains so that boots look newer for
more than just one school season.
• Keep Sneakers White.

KIWI Fast Acting Cleaner will
allow you to keep your child’s
sneakers in tip-top shape. It’s
designed to swiftly and effectively
remove grass stains from sneakers
to keep them looking new all the
time—just the way they looked
when you first bought them.

• Change the Laces. Old,
dirty laces can make a shoe
appear to be in worse condition
than it actually is. Change
sneaker laces every now and then
to keep your child’s shoes looking
newer and fresher. Consider laces
that are strong, abrasion resistant
and long lasting.

• Protection. Rain, snow,
mud, oil and grease stains can
quickly spoil the appearance of
leather or suede shoes. KIWI
PROTECT-ALL® helps waterproof
and protect your shoes against
water and stains. This fast-drying
formula is suitable for all styles
and colors of footwear.
These shoe care products are

an affordable way to ensure
your children’s stylish shoes last
well beyond the school year and
continue to look their polished
best.
Visit www.kiwicare.com for

more information.

Take A Shine ToThese Back-To-School
Shoe-Saving Ideas

Stocking up on inexpensive
shoe care products can help
protect and extend the life of
your children’s shoes.

The sousaphone is a wearable
tuba that was developed in the
1890s by C.G. Conn. It was
named for the man known as the
“March King,” John Philip Sousa,
because it was created at his
request.

Louis Braille, inventor of a
system of reading and writing
used by blind and visually
impaired people, lost his sight at
age three as a result of an acci-
dent. At age 15 he simplified a
method of battlefield communi-
cation used by the French mili-
tary to create his own system.

***
A smiling face is half the meal.

—Latvian Proverb
***

***
As a child, my family’s menu
consisted of two choices: Take
it or leave it.

—Buddy Hackett
***

***
Two can live as cheap as one if
one don’t eat.

—Southern saying
***

***
Nothing is more completely the
child of art than a garden.

—Sir Walter Scott
***

***
Literature is an act of con-
science. It is up to us to rebuild
with memories, with ruins, and
with moments of grace.

—Elie Wiesel
***

***
Spring is shoving up the front
windows and resting your
elbows on the sill, the sun burn-
ing your nose a little.

—Ruth Wolff
***

***
Out of suffering have emerged
the strongest souls; the most
massive characters are seared
with scars.

—Kahlil Gibran
***




