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(NAPSA)—When it comes to
investing in America’s future,
business leaders are saying the
smart money is on education. 

“Education is the whole ball of
wax. Capital can go anywhere in
the world to buy labor, and there
is nothing we can do to change
that. It comes down to having the
labor that is best educated and
has the most skills. That is what
is going to attract capital and cre-
ate jobs,” explained Patrick
Byrne, chairman and CEO of
Overstock.com. 

Analysts say we see this every
day as certain states attract partic-
ular industries. For instance, Cali-
fornia’s Silicon Valley is well-known
for technological innovations. As
jobs head to specific areas of the
country, wealth tends to follow. This
same principle can be applied to the
global economy—countries with a
capable workforce will attract the
most capital and jobs. 

Yet the U.S. ranked 15th in
reading, 19th in math and 15th in
science among the 28 most highly
developed nations in 2000, accord-
ing to a report from the National
Center for Education Statistics. 

“In the past we’ve gotten around
the shortcomings of our education
system by in effect importing
brains,” explained Steve Forbes,
president and CEO of Forbes, Inc.
“Look at our graduate schools; an
extremely high proportion are stu-
dents from overseas. We are like a
baseball team that has a lousy farm
system, but we’re able to get the
players we need from other teams.”

Reversing The Trend
Business leaders have sug-

gested the key to improving Amer-
ica’s schools is to introduce a con-
cept that has helped drive the
country’s private sector for years:
Competition. 

“It is no accident that our col-
leges and universities are so
good. They compete,” said Leo
Melamed, chairman emeritus of
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange.
“They are competing for the best
students and the best teachers.
Unfortunately, that is not true in
our elementary and high schools
where the minimum standard
seems to be sufficient,” Melamed
said. Melamed and others say that
interjecting school choice could
help change that.

“With choice you get accountabil-
ity; schools have to demonstrate
they are doing right by the stu-
dents,” Forbes said. “Consumers
ultimately want the best product
and parents want the best for their
children. If they have choice…lo
and behold, even government-run
schools will get their act together
because otherwise they lose stu-
dents and lose money.”
Engaging Corporate America

While the majority of business
leaders understand the impor-
tance of the free market and the
impact competition has in the
economy, a much smaller percent-
age supports school choice.
Melamed feels that educating
these leaders more on school
choice will help to change that. 

So how does the school choice
movement become a priority?

“The message needs to be clear
that we are losing ground in compe-
tition to other world economies…if
the trend continues, it won’t be a
happy ending,” Melamed said. 

Forbes is optimistic that as more
business leaders are educated on
the issue, support for true educa-
tion reform will grow and school
choice will become the status quo.

“I think people will look back
and wonder what the fuss was all
about,” he said.

Improving Schools: Getting Down To Business

How Your Online Bank
Protects You

(NAPSA)—Those who bank on-
line for convenience can also bank
on safety. Banking online actually
increases the safety and security
of your financial information
because you can check your ac-
counts frequently. 

Your online banking transac-
tions also offer the same accuracy
and reliability as doing business
over the phone or through an
ATM. You can get real-time bal-
ances and immediate transfers.

To begin, you must apply for
online banking access to your finan-
cial information. To conduct busi-
ness, such as reviewing your
accounts or paying bills with your
bank online, you must first enter a
secure area on your bank’s Web site. 

The Internet browser on your
home computer must be able to
support the level of encryption
required by your financial institu-
tion’s secure online banking sys-
tem. Once online with your bank,
your transactions and personal
information are secured by en-
cryption software that converts
the information into code readable
only by you and your bank. 

To learn more, visit Americas
CommunityBankers.com.

Your online banking system is
like having an ATM at home.

(NAPSA)—From grills to gar-
dens and pillows to patios, a grow-
ing number of people are enhanc-
ing their outdoor living space and
turning the backyard into an out-
door room designed for relaxing
and entertaining. 

Before you start creating your
backyard retreat, take a moment
to survey your living space and
envision your ideal environment.
Visualizing the look, feel and func-
tion of the perfect outdoor oasis
will help when choosing the items
that can make your dream a real-
ity. You also may want to schedule
a stop at an all-in-one store, such
as The Home Depot, for the neces-
sary tools, supplies and outdoor
accessories. 

Entertaining while grilling and
preparing the night’s meal is a
great way to include guests in the
cooking festivities. A Franklin
Chef Outdoor Refrigerator and a
Charmglow Stainless Steel Grill
can make cooking and eating out-
side a treat for you and your
guests. 

You can help make guests com-
fortable with fresh new décor
items. From functional patio fur-
niture to colorful pillows and out-
door rugs, experts say decorating
outdoors has never been easier. 

Consider adding several out-
door throw pillows in colorful
designs. For example, The Home
Depot offers 16-inch Plantation
Pattern pillows in 20 colors. Or
try patterned Panache Outdoor
Rugs available in multiple sizes
and colors. Hampton Bay patio
furniture is also available exclu-
sively at the same store, includ-
ing matching swings, bars, bev-
erage carts, chaise lounges and
fire pits. 

When the sun goes down,
remember to keep the backyard
amply lit with wall and post lights
as well as outdoor lamps to give

the area an indoor feel. Creative
outdoor lighting, such as the
Hampton Bay Solar-Powered
Patio Umbrella available at The
Home Depot, will dazzle friends
and family and light up the night
for extended evening gatherings. 

You can keep the temperature
regulated even outdoors with a
Hampton Bay Outdoor Ceiling fan
for humid days or Weber Flame
Outdoor Gas Fireplace for cool
nights. Colorful plants are another
easy way to brighten your back-
yard retreat. Try bright orange
Viva! SunPatiens to punch up
color along the edge of your deck
or patio. 

Enjoy the warmer weather
throughout the season by creating
a backyard retreat that fits your
style and entertaining needs.
With so many design options and
outdoor accessories to choose
from, you’ll be glad to relax in
your comfortable oasis all summer
long. 

To learn more, visit www.home
depot.com and click on “Outdoor
Living.” 

Tips On Creating Your Backyard Retreat

With attractive patio accessories
like this seven-piece dining set
from Hampton Bay, you won’t
have to go out to a fancy garden
bistro to experience the joy of
outdoor dining. 

(NAPSA)—Rising gas prices
are prompting many drivers to fill
up on gas-saving tips. 

Fortunately, drivers can add
miles to every gallon they pump
by following a few easy and inex-
pensive maintenance tips from the
Car Care Council:

• Vehicle gas caps—About 17
percent of the vehicles on the road
have gas caps that are either dam-
aged, loose or are missing alto-
gether, causing 147 million gallons
of gas to vaporize every year.

• Underinflated tires—When
tires aren’t inflated properly, it’s
like driving with the parking
brake on and can cost a mile or
two per gallon.

• Worn spark plugs—A vehicle
can have either four, six or eight
spark plugs, which fire as many
as 3 million times every 1,000
miles, resulting in a lot of heat,
electrical and chemical erosion. A
dirty spark plug causes misfiring,
which wastes fuel. 

• Dirty air filters—An air filter
that is clogged with dirt, dust and
bugs chokes off the air, wastes gas
and causes the engine to lose
power. Replacing a clogged air fil-
ter can improve gas mileage by as
much as 10 percent, saving about
15 cents a gallon. 

• Don’t be an aggressive driver
–—Aggressive driving can lower
gas mileage by as much as 33 per-

cent on the highway and 5 percent
on city streets, which results in
seven to 49 cents per gallon. 

• Avoid excessive idling—Sit-
ting idle gets zero miles per gal-
lon. Let the vehicle warm up for
one to two minutes only.

• Observe the speed limit—
Each mpg driven over 60 will
result in an additional 10 cents
per gallon. To maintain a constant
speed on the highway, cruise con-
trol is recommended.

• Combining errands into one
trip saves gas and time. Several
short trips taken from a cold start
can use twice as much fuel as a
longer multipurpose trip covering
the same distance.

• Avoid carrying unneeded
heavy items in the truck. An extra
100 pounds can cut fuel efficiency
by a percent or two.

As part of the “Be Car Care
Aware” education campaign, the
Car Care Council offers a free ser-
vice interval schedule to help take
the guesswork out of what vehicle
systems need to be routinely
inspected and when service or
repair should be performed. 

The schedule can be printed at
www.carcare.org.

Take Control Of Rising Gas Prices
Properly inflating tires and clean-
ing air filters are two ways to
improve the gas mileage of your
car.

(NAPSA)—To help keep kids
from smoking, Talk Early, Talk
Often, Lorillard Tobacco Com-
pany’s Youth Smoking Prevention
Program, developed Pledge to
Talk. The initiative encourages
parents to spend more time talk-
ing to their kids about not smok-
ing. Parents who take the pledge
at KeepKidsFromSmoking.com
will receive movie vouchers while
supplies last.

**  **  **
When choosing a cruiser, ask

yourself the following question:
Which bike would reflect your
nature? To show off your individ-
ual style, you may want to opt for
a flashy or customized exterior
with a muscular profile and high-
tech features, which you can find
in the “M” class of the Suzuki
Boulevard Cruiser line. For more
information on finding a cruiser
that’s right for you, log on to
www.suzukicycles.com. 

**  **  **
In an effort to have a positive

impact on both the fiscal health
and quality of life in America’s
cities, the National League of
Cities has created a city platform
for strengthening families. The
two-part “City Platform for
Strengthening Families and
Improving Outcomes for Children
and Youth” urges local officials to
take actions that have proven to
strengthen families and promote

sustained progress over time. To
learn more, visit the Web site at
www.nlc.org/iyef.

**  **  **
The average age of a video

game player today is 30, and so
it’s not surprising that video
games, just like movies and TV
shows, are created for audiences
of all ages. Some are intended for
older players, and checking the
ESRB rating provides helpful
information about whether or not
a game may be appropriate for
you and your family. Learn more
at www.esrb.org.   

**  **  **
Fresh-from-the-vine flavor is

available year-round in Campari
tomatoes, a new variety of
tomato. Perfectly round, about the
size of a golf ball and deep red in
color, the Campari is greenhouse-
grown without pesticides and is
quickly becoming America’s
favorite tomato. For recipes, visit
www.eatcamparitomatoes.com. 

***
The world is all gates, all oppor-
tunities, strings of tension wait-
ing to be struck. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
***

***
Be silly. Be honest. Be kind. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
***

***
To help the young soul, to add
energy, inspire hope, and blow
the coals into a useful flame; to
redeem defeat by new thought
and firm action, this, though
not easy, is the work of divine
man. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
The very spring and root of
honesty and virtue lie in good
education.

—Plutarch
***




