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by Michael H. Kean
(NAPSA)—As testing becomes

a major part of state and federal
school improvement efforts, par-
ents are seeking a greater under-
standing of the role of testing.
Parents also want to know how
they can best help their children.
Much of what parents need to
know about testing can be found
by asking 10 key questions. 

1. Question: Why should my
child take this test?

Answer: Tests provide objec-
tive and consistent methods to
measure what students have
learned and what they need to
learn. Equally important, tests
provide teachers with valuable
information about how they can
target instruction to best help
children achieve.

2. Question: What do tests
measure?

Answer: Tests can be designed
to measure any number of things:
reading skills, the ability to solve
problems, mathematical concepts,
spelling and so on. Many states
have established testing programs
that are closely aligned with state
education standards specifying
what students should know and
be able to do at each grade level—
enabling parents to monitor a
child’s progress.  

3. Question: Can my child be
advanced a grade—or held
back—solely on her perfor-
mance on a test?

Answer: Although some states
are linking test results to “high
stakes” decisions such as promo-
tion and graduation, test scores
typically are not the sole deter-
mining factor. The vast majority
of states use multiple measures—
including other types of tests,
course grades, attendance records
and individual evaluations made
by teachers and specialists—in
making high stakes decisions.  

4. Question: What about
criticisms concerning “teach-
ing to the test”?

Answer: Since tests are
designed to determine what chil-
dren know, teachers are expected

to teach the general curriculum
content that will be measured.
Providing instruction linked to
curriculum standards is appropri-
ate and desirable. However, teach-
ing the same questions that actu-
ally appear on the test prior to the
test administration invalidates the
test and is considered unethical.

5. Question: How do we
know that the test is accurate?  

Answer: The major standard-
ized tests undergo extensive and
rigorous research and develop-
ment phases to ensure that they
are valid, fair and reliable.

6. Question: Who will help
me understand and interpret
my child’s scores?

Answer: Once the scores are
available, schedule a meeting
with your child’s teacher to learn
more about your child’s progress
and how you can assist in his or
her intellectual growth.

7. Question: How will the
school district use the scores
from the test?

Answer: Test scores are used
in a variety of ways. They provide
feedback to teachers and parents
about a child’s performance so
that instruction can be targeted to
specific areas where help is
needed. School districts and states
may also use test results to help
evaluate instructional programs
and individual schools to ensure
that they are effective.

8. Question: Are today’s tests
different from those used in
the 1960s and 1970s?

Answer: Today’s tests are more
engaging and interesting through
their use of color, stories and illus-
trations. That’s not all. The tests
themselves have changed. While
the “fill in the circle” type test is
still commonly used, new types of
tests include short essays, experi-
ments and even team projects.  

9. Question: Will my child
learn anything from the test?

Answer: Most likely, yes. Over
the past 10 years, many standard-
ized tests have been redesigned to
make test items more instructional
in nature. Children will also learn
time management and discipline,
as most tests provide a finite
amount of time to answer the ques-
tions, preparing the student for
real life situations with time-sensi-
tive tasks and problem solving.

10. Question: How can I
help my child prepare for the
test?

Answer: First and foremost,
support all aspects of your chil-
dren’s education. Monitor their
progress, and make sure they are
getting the help they need to suc-
ceed. Get to know their teachers.
Have an ongoing dialogue with
your children, asking questions
about the subject matter of their
tests, and help them establish a
healthy study pattern. Helping
children prepare long before a test
is a critical factor to their doing
well on the test. When test time
comes, be positive and supportive.
Don’t encourage your children to
“cram” for a test. Standardized
tests measure cumulative skills
that cannot be improved by cram-
ming. Children should get a good
night’s rest and eat a nutritious
breakfast before a test.  

Further information is available
from the School Division of the
Association of American Publishers
(www.publishers.org) and from any
of the major test publishers.

• Michael H. Kean is chair of
the Test Committee of the Associa-
tion of American Publishers. He is
also vice president of public and
government affairs at McGraw-
Hill Education.
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track a student’s progress.
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(NAPSA)—Cheatgrass is an
explosive fire source that just
won’t go away. 

In August 2005, more than 30
large fires scorched the West,
claiming more than six million
acres of land. Firefighters in
Nevada faced a record fire season
because of an invasive weed
known as cheatgrass.

A wildfire near St. George,
Utah, got out of hand because of
cheatgrass. What could have been
a small fire quickly became a
65,000-acre wildfire that caused a
great deal of damage.

Cheatgrass is an extremely
flammable, non-native weed. It
competes with native plants for
water and other resources. Cheat-
grass ultimately wins, growing
rapidly and choking out desirable
plants. In the hot dry months of
summer, cheatgrass transforms
into an explosive fuel. As one
expert recently said, growing
cheatgrass “is a lot like growing
gasoline.”

When a fast-burning plant
like cheatgrass invades and
alters the environment, wildfires
are inevitable. A cheatgrass-fueled
wildfire is more intense, more
severe and harder to fight than
other brushfires because its flames
burn taller and spread quickly.

Even after the scorching heat
of a cheatgrass fire, cheatgrass is
not eliminated. Thousands of
seeds are left behind in the
seedbed. As a result, cheatgrass
can return heartier after a fire,
creating another, even more dan-
gerous fire hazard the following
season. That’s why it’s critical to

reduce or eliminate this fuel in
the fall, before the cheatgrass
seeds begin to germinate. Here’s
how you can help:

• Create a defensible space
around your home. As little as 30
feet wide may be adequate.

• Remove cheatgrass by mow-
ing, mulching, cutting, raking or
applying selective herbicides that
target cheatgrass and restore
desirable vegetation.

• Plant landscape vegetation so
that fire cannot spread to a struc-
ture or surrounding vegetation.

• Keep surrounding vegetation
at a level where it can be pruned
if needed.

• Clean up dead vegetation,
including what may collect on roof
surfaces and in gutters.

In addition, several agencies
monitor cheatgrass problems and
seek to halt its spread, such as the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (www.nrcs.usda.gov), the
Department of Natural Resources,
your state game department and
others. Encourage them to tackle
cheatgrass this fall to reduce the
fire danger for next year.

Eliminating cheatgrass and
making communities safe from
fire will benefit everyone, but it
will take many efforts to win the
fight.

More information on wildfire
prevention is available from
www.nifc.gov and regional Bureau
of Land Management offices. For
more information on cheatgrass
and successful efforts to control its
spread, visit www.vmanswers.com.

Cheatgrass: The Forever Fire Fuel

Defensible space has saved
areas such as Carson City,
Nevada from devastation by
cheatgrass-fueled wildfires.

According to fire safety experts,
cheatgrass is considered “grow-
ing gasoline.”

(NAPSA)—If you don’t own a
digital camera, a great alternative
can be the QuickSnap Smart
Flash one-time-use camera from
Fujifilm. It has a unique dual
flash system to suit any shooting
condition. With just a flip of a
switch, the Smart Flash setting
widens the camera’s aperture,
slows the shutter speed and filters
the flash to capture brighter back-
grounds in night scenes.

After 10 years of partying in the
parking lot, Joe Cahn has found the
perfect recipe for combining his love
of good friends, fun, football and
food. This season, Joe expects to
add 32,000 miles to his motor home’s
odometer. Campbells’ Chunky soup,
in cooperation with each NFL team,
is donating one can of soup to
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts for
every mile Joe drives. For more
information, visit www.chunky.com.

Parents can help their little ones
cope with tough times. “Children
have little experience coping with
tragic events and may have a more
difficult time managing their feel-
ings,” said Sharon Bergen, senior
vice president of education and train-
ing for Knowledge Learning
Corporation, the world’s leading
early childhood care and education
company. “They look to adults to
understand how to react to chal-
lenging situations.”

According to a recent report by
the Families and Work Institute
in New York, 80 percent of U.S.
employees are entitled to paid
time off, but nearly 40 percent will
not use their full vacations. A fall
getaway can be a terrific way to
use those remaining vacation days
before the year is out. Web sites
such as MyLeisureTravel.com
offer plenty of tips and sugges-
tions for road trips.

Researchers say children
whose parents read to them 20
minutes or more a day during
preschool years have substan-
tially higher literacy skills when
they enter kindergarten com-
pared to kids whose parents did
not read to them. The Family
Education Network has a list of
age-appropriate books for kids
and tips on reading to children at
www.familyeducation.com.

(NAPSA)—There are a few
facts you should know about
epilepsy. First, epilepsy is not a
psychological condition. The nerve
cells in the brain work by dis-
charging small electrical impulses.
A seizure occurs when these cells
produce a sudden abnormal burst
of electrical energy. Epilepsy,
which affects 2.7 million Ameri-
cans, is often hereditary but may
also develop from an area of dam-
aged tissue in the brain. Seizures
vary from brief staring spells and
convulsions, to unconscious behav-
iors and repetitive actions lasting
several minutes. A free Epilepsy
Empowerment Forum will be held
in Chicago, Illinois on October 29,
2005. Visit www.epilepsyfounda
tion.org. You can attend in person,
by phone or on line.

Pollution is decreasing visibil-
ity in America’s national parks
and ruining some beautiful views.
Enforcing the Clean Air Act can go
a long way to alleviating the prob-
lem, say experts at the National
Parks Conservation Association.
Learn more at www.npca.org.




