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(NAPSA)—This holiday season
you can give the people in your life
something many really want—fine
jewelry. Fine jewelry has been called
the ultimate symbol of love and
appreciation. With the large range
of styles, colors and prices avail-
able, you can find great gifts for all
your loved ones. Beautiful brooches,
slim stiletto earrings and layered
necklaces are some of the hottest
accessories for women this season.
Pair long and glistening gold chains
with short strands of pearls for a
fashionable look. Slim stiletto ear-
rings, the updated chandelier, are
flattering to every face shape.
Clusters of beautiful brooches can
be pinned on to complement the fem-
inine, flirty clothing of the season. 

Women are not the only ones
wearing fine jewelry this season.
Men realize fine jewelry is a mas-
culine and attractive addition to
their daily wardrobe. This season
cuff links, watches, bold rings and
pendants are enjoyed by many
gentlemen. Designers are mixing
strong materials such as titanium,
rubber and stainless steel with
precious metals and gemstones to
create durable and fashion for-
ward jewelry.

Now more than ever, teens are
expressing their sense of style
with fine jewelry. Dog tags with
personalized inscriptions, sterling
silver or gold initials dangling on
simple layered chains, pavé dia-
mond numbers and zodiac pen-

dants are hot items. Teens tend to
appreciate gifts that celebrate
their individuality.

When taken care of, a gift of
fine jewelry given to a child can be
treasured for a lifetime. Cute
enamel and gold pendants or ear-
rings in fun shapes such as ani-
mals, fruits and smiley faces are
adorable gifts for children. Charm
bracelets make an excellent gift
because they can be added onto
throughout the years and you can
create a special memory with each
new charm. 

When shopping for gifts of fine
jewelry, shop at a reputable jew-
eler. For a list of retailers or for
more fine jewelry information
visit the Jewelry Information Cen-
ter at www.jic.org.

Precious Gifts For The Ones You Love

Tiny drop earrings are the per-
fect gift for the young and young
at heart this holiday season.
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(NAPSA)—Few parents might
imagine that when their baby first
opens his eyes, he is actually
preparing for his first day of school.

Research shows that children
are born ready to learn and are
naturally curious beings moti-
vated to make sense of the world
around them. In fact, the brain is
the only organ that is not fully
formed at birth. 

Children learn best through
their everyday experiences with
the people they love and when the
learning is fun, according to Zero
to Three.

Zero to Three offers sugges-
tions for helping children develop
skills to become eager learners: 
Language and Literacy Skills

Language provides the founda-
tion for the development of literacy
skills. 

• Talk together. Copy your
baby’s sounds and encourage her
to imitate you. Point out and
name the things you see together. 

• Read books. It’s never too
early to start sharing books. Let
him explore in whatever way he
likes—even if it’s chewing on them
or holding them upside down! Let
your child hold the book and point
to the pictures as you read.  

Thinking Skills
Children are born eager to

understand how the world works.
• Encourage your child to

explore objects and toys in differ-
ent ways. Touching, banging and
shaking help children learn about
how things work.

• Incorporate math games into
your everyday routines. Count
stairs as you climb them. Ask if
there are enough crackers for
everyone.  

Self-Control
Self-control is the ability to

express and manage emotions in
appropriate ways. It is essential
for school success and healthy

development overall.
• Teach acceptable behaviors.

Tell and show your child what he
can do, not just what he cannot
do. For example, tell him balls can
be thrown outside but not inside.

• Give choices. Present him
with acceptable options and let
him choose. If a decision is really
yours, don’t offer a choice. Say,
“It’s bedtime,” not “Are you ready
to go to bed?”

Self-Confidence
When children feel competent

and believe in themselves, they
are more willing to take on new
challenges.

• Establish routines with your
child. Most children feel safe and
in control of their world when
events are predictable.

• Let your child be the prob-
lem-solver. Give her the support
she needs to solve a problem but
don’t solve it for her. 

More Information
Zero to Three is a nonprofit

organization that promotes the
healthy development of babies and
toddlers. With funding from
MetLife Foundation, the group has
developed a booklet for parents
called Getting Ready for School
Begins at Birth. To download a
copy or for additional information,
visit www.zerotothree.org.

Smart Ways To Help Children Learn

Born learners. Studies show
babies are motivated to make
sense of their world.

Real Estate Riches
(NAPSA)—It’s been said real

estate is a sound investment
because “they’re not making any
more of it.” Still, for a novice
investor, getting your feet wet in
the business of buying and selling
can be intimidating. Fortunately,
there’s a book that can help just
about anybody get started.

An all-time best-seller, Dolf de
Roos’ “Real Estate Riches: How to
Become Rich Using Your Banker’s

Money” (Wiley,
$16.95) shows
readers from all
walks of life how
to find great
deals and make
great profits in
the real estate
m a r k e t .  T h i s
compelling book
reveals why real

estate is such a reliable money-
maker and how novice investors
and old pros can achieve the
biggest return on their investment.

Full of time-honored wisdom,
proven tactics and quick-and-easy
tips, “Real Estate Riches” can show
you how to find the best properties,
analyze deals, negotiate and sub-
mit offers, effectively manage prop-
erties and dramatically increase
the value of your real estate with-
out spending much money. In the
book, de Roos shows:

• How you can consistently
find great deals;

• The eight golden rules of real
estate investing;

• How to use tax laws to subsi-
dize your investments;

• How to create income using
other people’s money; and

• The pros and cons of residen-
tial versus commercial investing.

“Real Estate Riches” is avail-
able where books are sold.

(NAPSA)—A new program is
teaching middle grades students
how the world of world trade
works. It also emphasizes the
importance of cultural exchange
in trade relations, and how trad-
ing with other countries affects
them on a daily basis.

Created by the world’s largest
nonprofit economic education
organization—Junior Achieve-
ment (JA)—the program is being
unveiled in classrooms across the
country this fall. It is titled JA
Global Marketplace and has been
underwritten by MasterCard
International.  

JA Global Marketplace is the
first of three new classroom-based
middle-grades programs, and is
part of JA’s ongoing commitment
to providing students with learn-
ing experiences that align with
academic standards.

The program’s six volunteer-dri-
ven, classroom activities empha-
size social studies, mathematics,
reading and writing. They also
encourage students to analyze past
and current events and interna-
tional business concepts and prac-
tices. The programs emphasize the
effect of recent technological
advances and how they facilitate
trade and improve productivity.

In addition, there is a CD-
ROM to be used as an interactive
take-home tool for students.

According to JA Worldwide
Board Member Bill Mathis, Mas-
terCard International’s Senior
Vice President-Member Relations,
North America, “We’re pleased to
help offer this quality program
that will teach students the
importance of mutually beneficial
trade throughout the world.”   

Said Mathis, “We believe JA
Global Marketplace not only gives
students a view of the global com-
munity, it also provides real-world
business concepts that they’ll be
able to apply to their daily lives
both now and in the future.” 

David S. Chernow, president
and chief executive officer of JA
Worldwide, added, “JA is proud to
join with our friends at Master-
Card International to bring stu-
dents this exciting new program.
JA is a global organization, and JA
Global Marketplace reflects the
importance we place on students’
understanding of international
relations and trade.”

It’s estimated the program could
reach over 700,000 students nation-
wide. Overall, Junior Achieve-
ment programs reach four million
students in the U.S. and another
two million students in 98 countries. 

For more information, visit
www.ja.org or write JA Worldwide
Headquarters, One Education
Way, Colorado Springs, CO 80906.
You can also contact the nearest
JA office.

Students Meet The World Of The Global Marketplace

A new program has been created
to teach middle-grade students
how trading with other countries
affects them on a daily basis.

(NAPSA)—Did you know that
the average home can cause
twice the greenhouse gas emis-
sions as the average car? That’s
why protecting the environment
can start in your home. This sea-
son, the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) is encour-
aging you to make your next
home electronics purchase one
that has earned the Energy Star®

for energy efficiency.
Home electronics products that

have earned the Energy Star pre-
vent greenhouse gas emissions by
meeting strict energy efficiency
criteria set by the EPA. 

By 2015, home electronics and
small appliances will be responsi-
ble for over 40 percent of all
household electricity used in
American homes. 

The average home has roughly
two TVs, a VCR, a DVD player
and three telephones. If these
items in every home were re-
placed with Energy Star qualified
models, it would prevent over 20
billion pounds of greenhouse
gases, which is equivalent to the
emissions of more than 1.5 million
cars.

You can find the Energy Star
on many of the newest home elec-
tronic products, from HD-ready
and LCD TVs, Digital Video
Recorders, and DVD players to
surround-sound home theater sys-
tems. These products have the
same features and stylish designs
as standard models but use less
energy and help protect the envi-
ronment. And they’re made by
major manufacturers and avail-

able at the retailers you recognize
and trust. 

Looking for products that have
earned the Energy Star is one of
five simple actions you can take to
help improve the environment
and save money. You can also:

1. Change your five most fre-
quently used lights to Energy Star
qualified models; 2. Heat and cool
your home smartly; 3. Seal your
home with adequate insulation;
and 4. Help spread the word to
your family and friends that
energy efficiency is good for your
home and the environment. 

The typical household spends
$1,500 a year on energy bills. By
choosing Energy Star you can
save up to 30 percent in energy or
more than $400 a year on your
energy bill. 

This season and all year
round, look for the Energy Star
and give a gift that is good for the
environment.

To learn more, visit www.
energystar.gov or call 1-888-
STAR-YES (782-7937).

Gifts That Give Back All Year Round

***
Mother Nature, in her infinite
wisdom, has instilled within
each of us a powerful biologi-
cal instinct to reproduce; this
is her way of assuring that the
human race, come what may,
will never have any disposable
income.

—Dave Barry
***

***
The secret of dealing success-
fully with a child is not to be its
parent.

—Mell Lazarus
***

***
A lot of parents pack up their
troubles and send them off to
summer camp.

—Raymond Duncan
***




