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(NAPSA)—On May 14, 2004,
Governor Jeb Bush signed SB 2184
into law, creating the Florida Part-
nership for Minority and Under-
represented Student Achievement.
The law will expand access to
higher education by allowing all of
Florida’s 10th-grade students to
take a free test that will show if
they are on course for college
success. 

Given each October, the
PSAT/NMSQT® helps students
identify their academic strengths
and weaknesses. By checking with
the counselor in your high school,
you can find out if your child is
registered for the test. When the
results come back, students will
know which of their skills need
improvement and can work on
them in 11th and 12th grades to
be better prepared before taking
the SAT®, the most widely used
college admissions test. The
PSAT/NMSQT can also identify
students who can do well in AP
courses, college-level classes taken
in high school. 

The SAT helps colleges know
whether a student will succeed on
their campuses. Since schools,
classes (even in the same subject),
and grading vary a lot, it helps col-
leges to have one standard for all
applicants. The SAT is given seven
times during the year so students
planning to go to college will find a
date convenient for them. 

The SAT measures verbal and
mathematical reasoning skills
that a student has developed
through course work in school, as
well as through outside reading.
In March 2005, a third section
will be added to the SAT to mea-
sure writing skills. Students in
the class of 2006 will be asked to
write an essay that takes a posi-
tion on an issue and to use exam-
ples and details to support the
position they take. 

In reviewing a student’s appli-
cation, many colleges use the SAT
as one gauge of a student’s readi-
ness to do college-level work.
Other signs of possible college suc-
cess are high school grades, class
rank, extracurricular activities,
the personal essay, and teacher
recommendations. Studies show,
that students taking two or more
AP courses in high school are
twice as likely to graduate from
college on time as students who
have not been exposed to AP. 

BEING PREPARED
CAN HELP

Here are some tips:
• Learn about the format of

the SAT ahead of time. Read the
directions on a practice test and
try some of the questions in each
section. 

• Take a complete sample
SAT, available free in the regis-
tration booklet or online at
www.collegeboard.com. Taking
the sample test will give students
a better sense of how to pace
themselves. 

• Review the answers to the
practice test to see how well your
answering strategy works. Wild
guesses, taken without any idea
at all which answer is correct, do
not usually pay off and can cost
points. 

• Do the little things that
really count—get a good night’s
sleep before the test, eat a good
breakfast on test day, and remem-
ber to bring your ID, pencils,
eraser, and calculator to the test
center. 

The College Board Florida
Partnership is working with the
Florida Education Fund and the
Urban League of Miami Dade and
Broward counties to offer students
test awareness sessions that can
help. Teachers also offer these test
awareness classes in high schools
across Florida. Check to see if review
classes are available in your stu-
dent’s high school. Additional test
information, test dates, and free
sample tests can be found online at
www.collegeboard.com/sat. 

Florida Expands Access To Higher Education:
Provides Free Pre-College Tests For All 10th-Graders 

Students can prepare for the SAT
by making sure they’re familiar
with the test format.

Helping Children Out Of Poverty

(NAPSA)—With a little help,
more mothers will be able to
watch their children grow and
thrive. This is more difficult than
you might imagine in some devel-
oping countries where poverty and
disease unravel fragile economies.
In some places, women must pros-

titute themselves or their children
to buy food and medical care.
World Vision, a Christian relief
and development organization, is
helping such women to transform
their lives through the WILFund
(Women’s International Loan
Fund). The fund provides micro-
loans to women in Africa, Asia,
Eastern Europe and Latin Amer-
ica. Loans are issued to women
starting or expanding businesses.
When the business is up and run-
ning, the woman repays the loan
with interest. To learn more, visit
www.wilfund.org. 

By lending women the money to
start businesses, one Christian
relief organization strives to save
children from poverty.

(NAPSA)—According to a recent
Harris Interactive survey, corpo-
rate community involvement can
be a factor when people decide
where to work. The survey revealed
that 72 percent of all employed
Americans are likely to select an
employer that supports charitable
causes when choosing between two
jobs with the same benefits, pay,
location and responsibilities.

The study, which was commis-
sioned by Deloitte & Touche USA
LLP, also shows that 87 percent of
Americans believe it is important
for companies to offer volunteer
activities to their employees. Sev-
enty-three percent say that work-
place volunteer opportunities help
companies contribute to the well-
being of communities.

A growing number of compa-
nies now see workplace volun-
teerism as a way to contribute to
local communities, while foster-
ing teamwork and developing
leadership skills among those
participating in company-spon-
sored projects.

A t  D e l o i t t e ,  c o m m u n i t y
involvement and workplace volun-
teerism is an expression of the
firm’s values and commitment to
communities. 

While workplace volunteerism
is a year-round activity at Deloitte,
the firm celebrates its culture of
service and giving by encourag-
ing its nearly 30,000 people
nationwide to set aside work for
an entire day to volunteer with
nonprofit organizations in their
communities. 

Called IMPACT Day, Deloitte
employees spend the day teaching
in schools, cleaning parks and

painting community centers,
among other activities. Through
this effort Deloitte expects to
donate approximately 240,000
hours to community service.

“The market for talent is com-
petitive and a company’s commit-
ment to communities is a decision
factor for many Americans,” said
James H. Quigley, CEO of Deloitte
& Touche USA LLP. “We have
found, both statistically and anec-
dotally, that people want to work
for an organization that lives its
values and gives them a reason to
feel proud.”

Other surveys on the general
attitudes toward corporate com-
munity involvement support these
findings. For instance, the 2001
Cone/Roper Corporate Citizenship
Study found that 83 percent of
Americans believe it is more
important than ever for the com-
panies they work for to support
the needs of society. 

“The Harris Interactive survey
results confirm that people think
corporate America has a responsi-
bility to its communities and that
employees appreciate the opportu-
nity to contribute together,” said
Anne Rouse Sudduth, Deloitte’s
national director of community
involvement. “Volunteering is a
year round activity at Deloitte
and IMPACT Day, in particular, is
a celebration of our culture of
service.” 

“Community involvement and
workplace volunteerism are im-
portant to the development and
growth of our people, and are
unique ways we can enhance their
work experience at Deloitte,”
added Quigley.

Community Involvement and Workplace 
Volunteerism Attract Employees

by Anthony Grant
(NAPSA)—The history of Cyprus

has been by turns turbulent and
tranquil—making it a fascinating
and rewarding place to visit.

Anchored only a short distance
away from the Greek Islands, Asia
Minor and Egypt, this eastern
Mediterranean island has known
many foreign influences since it
was first settled 10,000 years ago.
Each empire left its mark and
added a layer of charm. 

Visitors can explore Neolithic
ruins from early settlements and
enjoy the vistas that myths are
made of. Cyprus was the first
Christian-ruled land in the world
but it was also the birthplace of
Aphrodite the Greek goddess of
love. Many of the pine-clad hills,
rocky coves and dazzling beaches
Aphrodite would have called home
are little changed today. People
from all over the ancient world
came to places such as Kouklia,
Amathus and Kition to pay homage
to the goddess and today these
important archeological sites are
part of the Aphrodite cultural tour.

Considered by some to be the
world’s oldest wine, a sweet
dessert wine named Comman-
daria, has its origins in Cyprus. It
has kept its present name since
the 11th century crusades of
Richard the Lionheart, who once
ruled the island.

Wine is central to the island’s
culture. Major wineries and some
20 registered regional wineries on
Cyprus create an appealing and
surprisingly diverse array of fine
reds and whites. 

Visitors can follow one or more
wine routes proposed in the free
brochure, “The Cyprus Wine
Story,” offered by the Cyprus

Tourism Organization. 
Cypriot cuisine is a reflection of

the island itself: relatively small
but surprisingly varied. Traditional
cuisine revolves around meze, little
plates of savory preparations of
everything from halloumi, a tooth-
some, briny cheese to tasty
loukanika and sheftalia meat
dishes. One meal can include as
many as 30 distinct meze dishes.

If you’re tired of highways and
faceless suburbs, a sojourn in a
real Cypriot village might be just
the balm you need. 

Omodos, for example,  is a
charming oasis of whitewashed
buildings with brightly painted
doors. There, life revolves around
leisurely coffee breaks and
perusing handmade jewelry and
glassware in family-run shops.

Thanks to companies such as
Cyprus Villages (www.cyprus
villages.com), you can make a stay
in a traditional Cyprus villa part
of your vacation experience. 

For more information, call the
Cyprus Tourism Organization at
(212) 683-5280 or visit their Web
site at www.visitcyprus.org.cy or
e-mail gocyprus@aol.com. 

Cyprus At The Cultural Crossroads Of The Mediterranean

The magnificent Greko-Roman
theater of Kourion, near Limassol.

(NAPSA)—For anyone who has
ever wanted to get away from it
all, A&W Root Beer is giving
away a $200,000 getaway home in
its “Create Your Moment, Win a
Home” contest. The finalist who
receives the most online votes will
win a home valued at $200,000,
plus a lifetime supply of A&W
Root Beer and a $500 “Celeb-
ration-in-a-Box.” Submit your
entry explaining the moment you
would share with family and
friends in your new getaway home
to A&W Root Beer’s “Create Your
Moment, Win a Home” Contest,
P.O. Box 809014, Dallas, TX
75380 or submit it online at root-
beer. com. For more information
and official rules, please visit
rootbeer.com.

Clarence M. Bishop of the
Pendleton Woolen Mills had a
vision for wool shirts in vivid col-
ors and intricate patterns. In
1924, the legendary Pendleton
pure virgin wool men’s shirt was
born. This year, the company
introduced what it calls the Eight
Decade Collection. This group of
shirts features a 100 percent pure
virgin wool shirt in a pattern from
each decade since the company
introduced its first shirt in 1924.
Each shirt in this special heritage

collection has a commemorative
label sewn inside the front bottom
placket. To learn more, visit
www.pendleton-usa.com.

Improperly inflated tires are
estimated to cost motorists over
three billion dollars in additional
gasoline costs. Fortunately, you
can drive down your costs.
Experts at  Fix-A-Flat’s® “Keep
Your Head on the Shoulder” cam-
paign, designed to provide drivers
with expert advice and valuable
tips on how to manage a roadside
service situation, suggest starting
every road trip with a thorough
inspection of your tires. You may
also want to carry a can of Fix-A-
Flat for a quick and simple tire
seal. It seals the puncture and
fills the tire with enough air to
get you back on the road in min-
utes. For more information, visit
www.fix-a-flat.com.

***
Don’t be afraid to take a big step
if one is indicated. You can’t
cross a chasm in two small
jumps.

—David Lloyd George
***

***
A failure is not always a mis-
take; it may simply be the best
one can do under the circum-
stances. The real mistake is to
stop trying.

—B.F. Skinner
***




